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LETTER IX. 
Mr. PRxs rox to Miſs Nancy BL1SSET, | 
3 | Oxon, March 24, 1743 3. 
VII Dear, 
| (nf this Letter I ſhall give you x forns 


Remarks on only one Book of the 
| Ode, namely, the Seventh. 


Verſe 21 and 22, contain a very juſt 


Obſervation on the Temper of a Mob, 
Vor. =. B and 


at t Verſe 12, in the laſt Book? | 
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and that too perhaps, in all Countries 
: and all Ages, : 


„ (94: 48 


1 the Epither rode, "which is antes 
to the Pheacians, Verſe 5 6, entirely re- 
contileable to the Character given of theth 5 


From verſe 110 to 175, is, a moſt 
br} WIT IT 


charming Deſcription of the Palace and 
Garden of Alcinbus. Does it not Appèar 
to you that Ovid has borrowed the De- 
Teription of the Palace of the Sun, in the 
| ſecond Book 'of bis een from 
this Place? 2 24 755 


| Verſe 224. "Haw is a a Paſſage very ex. 5 
preſſive of chat Haſpitality you Have re- 
marked and admired ſo much. we 


From 
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From Verſe 265 to 275, we hive * 
5 great 0 Reſemblance to the Holy Scrip- 
| tures. One of the Apoſtles commands 
us ce to relieve Strangers i in · as· much 
as ſuch | have entertained. Angels,” 15 
We ſee it was ſo with Lot, Hbrabam, Ja- 

cob, dec. and further it is faid, that O 
converſed with Mo ſes, Face to F ace, as a 5 
Van does with his Friend. 


At verſe 29 * are che two Lines with 
which: the Critics have found, great Fault | 


in the Tranſlation, as being too mean. 
The Expreſſion, © craving Bowels, is 
F nathet beneath, Mr. Pope's uſual Style. 


* p 37 o. ar Night T feptoblivious of my Cure. 


"Methinks forgetful of my Care, would, 


"from its Bag. have fuited the Sub- ; 
8 33 * 5 B 2 [ have | 


* 33 
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J have done with this Book, ſo ſhall 


” releaſe you from Criticiſms at preſent, | 
and change to another Subject, in which 
I would recommend a little of that Hoſ- 
pitality we ſo admire | in the Antients. 
1 deſire, nay infiſt, that you will prepare 
_ alittle genial Board for vour Birth Day, 
as I ſhall do. Invite your Mama, your 
Aunt, and any other Friend you like; 


a few Shillings. 1 know your Turn for 
| Oeconomy, but remit the Strictneſs of 
it or once. Beſides the Pleaſure it 
brings, it may anſwer ſome uſeful Ends. 
It will give you an Opportunity to ew 
: your own Addreſs, as Miſtreſs of the 

Feaſt, diſplay your Reſpect to your Pa- 
rents in an amiable Light, and, at the 


4. 


fame i 


and I beg you will not ſuffer any thing to 5 5 
be abridged, on this Occaſion, to ſave. 
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| fame Time, gratify your affectionate * ; 
ſations. I am a Friend to little Indul- 
gencies of this Kind, when confined 
: within proper Reſtrictions, and not tod 
often repeated. Thus directed, they come 
within the Compaſs of Virtue, other- 


| wiſe they ea extend to Profulion. 


1 95 as + gefire; ; tf wiſhing 1 you 


many, happy Birth-Days, | 


is / 


gi! 


my dear Angel, 


yours, 
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7 will receive it ſafe. 
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LETTER LAY, 


; - 0” March 25, 1743. 
My Deareſt, FS $600) 6 GR WOE 
I Hope this win be delvefed into your 
Hands to-morrow, being your Births 1 


Day, when you are with your Friends, | 


or preparing to be with them. I wiſh 


you many ſuch Days, and that they may 
be happy. Give my bumble Service to 
0 all that are with you when this comes 


to Hand, or chat are : to. be with bo in 
the te 


41 went to the 1 myſelf yeſternight, 


and gave Mrs. Bew very perem ptory Di- 
rections about your Box, fo I hope you 


. You 
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You are now entering into a new Year 
of your Life. The beſt Advice Ican 
give you, is to be thankful to God for 
the paſt, and new your Gratitude by 
uſing the coming Year well. As you | 
ws: going to be chearful with Your 
-"M friends, I will not detain you long. 


| You have read of Pacolet's J wooden 
Horſe, who, on turning a Piu, flew . 
through the Air with his. Rider, and went 
a great Journey in a few Moments. I 
could wiſh for ſuch an Horſe to-morrow 
Night, and after ſpending four or fire 
Hours with you, to mount and come 
back here; ; but as ſuch a With is vain, | 
1 muſt even be content to want that 
Pleaſure, and within two or three Weeks 


| make uſe of a wooden Coach, inſtead of 


B 4 15 a wooden 
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A wooden Horſe, and travel over Land, 
inflcad of Hying through the Air, 


'X hope you will alt ſo much Ti ime. 
to- -morrow Evening as to write me, if 
it is no more than two or three Lines; 

and i in the next Letter after that, I muſt 
| have the Hiſtory of this Evening, your | 
N Birth-Day, and Sunday. Salute your 


|: your Mama, Aunt, and Mrs. M—, with 


a Kiſs for me. Again 1 wiſh you a 
haypy Birth-Day, and many more; and 
| am, my dear Ange, 
your moſt fincere Friend, 
and Servant, 


JOHN PRESTON. 


P. S. Re- 
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P. 8. Remember what 1 told you in 


my laſt. I inſiſt upon it that your Birth- 
Day! is not kept in a poor niggardiy Way. 
Remember, 1 infiſt upon it. Adieu, ma 
_ chere Petite ! 1 


iy Dear, 


Aving an Opporraatty: of king 


this by a Private Hand, I could 


not omit to wiſh you all Health and : 
' Happineſs on your Birth-Day. May you 


Þ Thie and me two -oveeding Letters bag | 
written on Days ſubſequent to each other, are an 
undoubted Proof that our Futor's Attention was 
as much awake to his Pupil's Pleaſure and Amuſe - 
ment, as to her Inſtruction. How admirably does 
he unite hs Friend with the Far * 


B | -- | know 


| Oxon. March 26, 1743. 
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| know your Duty to God, your Neigh- 
bour, and to yourſelf, and practife what 
you know! May you enjoy a moderate 
| Share of the good Things of this Life, 


have Health of Body and Content of 


Mind, and then 1 need no more! 


1 am, 
my dear Naney, 
yours, 


JP. 
LETTER Ln. 


Oxon: March 50. 2745: 

50 Dear, 
UST now I received yours of the 8 
and was about to be much ſurprized 
"that you was fo long in anſwering all the 
Letters I wrote you lai Week. 1 Was 
ſud- 
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ſuddenly taken il on your Birth-Nay, 
and though 4 bad engaged myſelf to 5 
paſs the Evening at a Geptloman's 5 
Chambers in Baliol College, yet I could 
not ſup, but after drinking your Health, 
and two or three ſparing Glaſſes more, 

: I was forced to quit the Company and 
return home. [1 kept my Bed two Days, 
5 and have not been out ſince. Though 

: ſomewhat better now, 1 Ri continue ill. 
Pray write me ſoon again, and let me 
| know how your Mama does. 1 ſhall be 
fure to acquaint you how | I am. | I dare ; 
not venture to write farther; it is with 
Pain I have written chis. 


I have made Remarks on the eighth 
Salo hay maſk defer com pil my bert. 


9 


e My 


_ _ 
= 
* 
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* Sp irits are low. Your Letters 
cheer, as well as delight me. 


1 my dear Nancy, 


5 | _ yours molt affeEtionately, 


LET T E R LXVIII. 


Oron. April 3, 1743. 
My Dear, | 
1 AM not yet quite recovered, and have . 
been out but once, to wit, this Day *, 


to Chapel, it being a high Feſtival, and 


the Sacrament adminiſtered. 


* P robably Eafter Sunday. 


4 5 lam 


\. PL, 
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1 am mightily pleaſed with your Ob- 
ſervations on Rochefaucault. 4 thall 
make ſome few Remarks here on the 
'8th and gth Ode ey, if I can get through 
them; but I am doubtful of my Abi- 
. as + yet cannot endure much Ap- 


plication. | 


From the Beginning of the 8th Book, : 


we find the great Duties that were moſt 

highly eſteemed in antient Times, were 
Prayer, Praifes, Hoſpitality, and Sacri- Hp 
fices, attended with Muße. 


Though the Reſentment of Ubſes at 


Verſe 183, f is very juſt, yet er be car- 5 
ries it too far. 


Mr. Pope mentions the Opening of the 
9th Book to have * great Joy to the 
Critics, 
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Critics, who wiſhed to find Fault with : 
ſo great an Author. I wonder what 


2 08 96 


7. 
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q 2 * Me 
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n 
3 8 
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provoked them. Ulyſſes only animad- 


5 e 
n 
2. DEST 8 
» nn r 
9 N 


verts on the happy State of the Pheacians, = 
which! is extremely juſt, and by no Means 3 
inconſiſtent with Virtue, To me there · 6 
fore all Apologies to foften the Matter 


are entirely uſeleſs. 


Verſe 46. Quære, what is meant by 
the Ex pen, 4 like Reward £ 


Ver. 189. We ſate 3 in the genial Bite. 
1 am at a Loſs to know why the 


Tranflazor makes uſe of shjs Expreſion 
here, the genial Rite. 


The Speech of Ulyſſes to Polypheme, be- 
ginning at Verſe 397> is excellent. The 


laſt ech Lines are beautifully rrandlated, 
Me and 
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1 | and the Matter of them highly — and 
3 inſtructive. 

Verſe 26s: I think all this fort outree, 
notwithſtanding all that Mr. Pope has 


faid to make it paſs; as well as the whole 


Story of 5 gra, or Noman. 


By all ans let me know how your 
Mama and Aunt do, Write ſoon, no Mat- 

ter on what Subject. I would hear any 
thing from you, though ever ſo triffing. 


As drowning Men catch at Straws for 


Relief, ſo diſpirited Folks catch at Tri- 
S 5 ges for Comfort; not that your Letters. 


can ever be ſuch to me. 


1 | am, 5 
dear N ancy, 


yours fincerely, 
pt SN 
LE T- 


16 GENUINE LETTERS. 


LETTER LXIX. 


* 


Oxon, April 6, 1743- 
My Dear, 95 5 


I JUST now 3 yours of the 40 


I am ſomewhat better, but not en- 


teh recovered. 


# "> 


: If you chin Milton or Virgil for the 


Subject of our enſuing Correſpondence, 

1 ſhall be pleaſed; but if you like better 
to write ſuch Thoughts as Occur to you 
on any Author you happen to. be reading 

at the Time of writing, I ſhall be very 
well ſatisfied. It is true there is a noble 


Fund in A 2 and Vi irgil, but I would 


not keep you always confined to one 


Kind 


* 
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Kind of Study. The Book of Job, the 
Pſalms, Proverbs,. Ecclefiafles, the Wife 


dom of Solomon, and of the Son of Sirach, 
: ſupply large and rich Funds for Obſerva- 


tions ; but take your own way, and 5 


| pleaſe yourſelf, - 


> 


I ſhould not have written you tilt 1 
bad read four or five more Books of 


the Oayſey, unleſs you had been impa- 


tient; ; and as the Poſt is Juſt going out, 


I ſhall not add more here, nor even 
tranſcribe my Remarks on two Books of 


the Oayſey, that are ready fo you will 


viohubiy get five mw 


I may ſee. you bott this Day fort- 


night, or perhaps ſooner, In the mean 


TOs keep * employed. Write : 
about 5 
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18 GENUINE LETTERS | 
about ſomething, no Matter What. The 
Mind requires Exertion, a and it is as liable 
to be diſordered through InaRtiyity, as 
the Body. 

I am, my dear, 
Dn 
. 


LBTTER. IXX. 


Oron. dpril 10, 1745+ 
My dear Nancy, 


Ir is worth Obſervation, that Homer 
every now and then ſcatters ſhort 
moral Reflections as he goes along : for 

Example, Book x. Verſe 29. iT 


Rare Gift ! —but ob! what Gift to Fools avails 5 


*. 


No 
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No Wonder indeed he is fo pregnant 


with them, fince Virtue: is the. great End 


| of bis Work. b 


The [nterview between Ulyſſes and his 
Mother, in Fell, Book xi. Verſe; 190, | 


is excceding fine 


At Verſe 42 3, v we have a new w Inflancs 


of the En of the Antients. 


verſe 444 · In ſoite of all tha i is fri 2 
in n Defence of Homer here, 1 cannot help | 


thinking all this Speech very. mean, an g : 


unworthy of. We. 


The Date of Hercules, at Verſe 


7475 is very awful, 
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Jam of Opinion, that if you take the 
| whole Account of Ulyſes's Deſcent into 
Hell, and compare it with that of Æneas 
in Virgibs fixth Eneid, you will find the 
former falt infinitely ſhort of the latter ; 
than which nothing, ſure, was ever writ- 
ten with greater Maſtery of Fancy and 3 
Judgment. | It is | worth your while to 4 
compare them. e en ; 


Now we are to leave the Pheacians, 
and I cannot, for my Heart, think they 
were ſo worthleſs A People, as the Com- 
4 mentators would make them. Are they 
not kind, hoſpitable, and beneficent ? 
Do they not underſtand the Arts of Sail 
ing, Building, Gardening, Commerce, 
and ſo forth? All that ean be ſaid againſt 
them. = that they lived luxuriouſly 3 ; 
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and i is chere any Wonder that ſuch a 
happy People ſhould live ſo? . 


che ſtrange improbable Stories he makes 


| them to. 


happily imitated the Story of Elpenor, in 


4 
—— — ä — gener — — SEGA HA 


The Commentators excuſe Homer for 


Ulyſes tell, becauſe he tells them to an 1 
idle, credulous, | vain- -glorious People. 
But, in my Opinion, this 1 is no Defence, 

at all; for as they do not contradict his 

Ne arrations, ſo it is immaterial, to 
the Truth of the en, who he told : 


„ K vn art AI IE Ss — ont 


” a in \ my Opinion, 6809 not 0 


the twelfth Book of the Ode ey, but has 
alſo. im proved upon it. | Herein the 
Latin ſeems to have an Advantage over 
1 Greek Poet. Homer l Elpenor was a 5 
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22 GENUINE LETTERS. 
worthleſs Fellow, yet the Author treats 1 
him as a Man of gt eat Importance. Us : 


firſt meets him in Hell, where there is a | 
long Converſation between chem, and, un- 
Adeſerving as he was, great Care is taken | 


about his Monument; whereas ' Virgil's | 
Palinurus, beſides being his chief Pilot, 


was a Man of Integrity and Virtue. 


verſe 210. What Reaſon can be aſſign- 


ed why Ubyſes did not ſtop his Ears with | 
Wax as well as the reſt? The Song of ; 


the Syrens here is admirable, and Mr. 


Pope has rendered it in Lines exquiſite y - 


"ſmooth: and melodious. 


1 


A.. Seal bright, my. Lin 3 in Armour ſhine. 
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it contains a noble Moral, in thewing 


the Commands of Fleaven. 


1 themſelves to it in a profane Manner. 
| Compare this with the Sacrifices of Korah, 


; ferings of Nabal and Abibu, who put 


Fae Vengeance which overtook the Com- 


23 
Was not this Madneſs in Ulyſſes: 9 
Yer it were Pity, had i it not Been; ſince. 


us the Folly and Abſurdity of en 


| The People W Homer derotes to 
Deſtruction, Verſe 420, you are to ob- 


1 ſerve, he firſt prepares for it, by a pro- | 
fane and Illicit Way of performing Sa- 


crifice. They are going to perpetrate 
an impious Deed, and they addreſs 


 Dathan, and Abiram, and with the. Of-. 


unhallowed Fire 1 into their Cenſers. See 
dhe Book of Numbers, Chap. Xvi. &c. 
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panions of Ulyſſes for deſtroying, or taking 


to Apollo, ſeems to be a general Warn- 
ing to Mankind, not to convert to pro- 
fane Uſes what has been once fer "ſt 
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Book xili. Verſe 35. Here is a fine || 
Repreſentation of Ul ies, and it is much 


been i in the Country at the Time of great 


Labour, you would be much more ſen- 
ne $ A come for itſelf. 


the Doubts of Uhyſes, after he knew the 
Perſon who ſpoke to him was Pallas, 


are e unjuſtifiable and unreaſonable. | 


2 24 GENUINE LETTERS, 


to their own Uſe, what was conſecrated 


for religious Purpoſes. | 


heightened by the Simile. Had you ever 
ſible of the Strength of i it; but the Juſt : | J 


Verſe 2.70. X cannot but think that 


: * ; 
#5 N . Ani I” * | + * 
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| 2 er. 465. D leagud' againſt me hundred. He- 


Ear woes. land, Ke TH 
Hundreds, ſhall Fall, if Pallas aidmy Hand. 


How very like | 18 this Sentiment to we 
is frequently faid i in the Holy Scriptures! 
| For Inſtance, 10 I will not be afraid for f 
ce ten Thouſands of People, that have 
. + ſet theraſelves — me round about.“ 5 

Pſal. iti, Ver. 6. | 


At verſe 486, we have one of Homer 5 5 
| Mort moral RefleRtions, 5 


St thy Seal at TY 
And ln, whatever Heav' 'n ordains, rs beft, 


We now come to thi fourteenth Book, - 
one of the moſt beautiful f in the whole 
Work. This was my Favourite when 1 
| Was A Boy, and has remained ſo ever : 
Vol. I. — ſince, 
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fince. Nothing can be more ſimple, na- 
_ tural, and affecting, than this Interview N 
between Uhyſes and Eumeus. The whole | 
indeed! 18 ſuch a ſweet Scene of the Coun- | 
try, and contains ſuch a Series of Piety 
and Goodneſs, as fills the Mind with 
: inexprefible Delight. What an exqui- 
ſite Picture does the Poet wr of Eumeus | 
at the Opeving! 


Verſe 146. 0 How true, even to this 
Day 8 is the Obſeryation which Eumæus 
makes in this Place! i 


; Ver. * 7. Theſe, chil on ſev ral T, ables they. 


„ 8 
4 Pri binſel, the Monet a. fi roſe 15 


it appears 8 . nocwithſiand-, 


TT, 


| hood, 


©. * * 
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hood, thought every Head, or Chief 4 


a Family, was a ſort of Prieſt in his wm 
Houſe, at leaſt in caſe of N eceſlity, and 30 


this many People contend for, at this « 
Day. Even ſome very learned and pious 
Men maintain, that, if a Society of 5 
Men were caſt on ſome Place, where 4h 
they could not have the Ordinances duly 2 
adminiſtered by a legally-admitted Cler- 
gyman, it were then lawful for a Lay- 
man to perform the facred Functions. 


Something of this Nature i is the Permiſ- . 
fion which the Church of Rome gives 2 


| to Midwives to baptize, 3 in Caſes of Ne. 


Perſe 494. "Hs GD own „ Hand Abend our 
Tos and Wes, | 


Here is a Piece of "Theology ce 
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correſpondent to what many Chriſtian 
Divines maintain, 


. c 2 . - * 


F Vers 510. n ne | 1 


enn. 


1 of. the Sethe a 1 cannot 
think 5 altogether fi neceſſary, | conſidering 
bow: humane ap Hoſt Emaus is de. 
ſoibed; vi e 2-210; wats" 


Mr. Pope honing differ epck;in-Opi | 
| nion from Longinus about Homer, when 
he wrote the Ode. I cannot; but join 
with Longians, in thinking - Homer was 
on the Decline. Though it is a charm- 
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ing as well as inſtructive Compoſition, 


— * oF * 
2 Lg 3 2 W 
be Foo 8 


yet it ſeems to me to carry ſome Marks 
of old Age. If you have never ſeen Lon- 


4 


Es Se 9. At. 
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may read it in a ſhort Time. It is a 


ſmall T reatiſe, but admirably jadicious. 
| Recall what Pope ſays of him i in his Eſſay | 
on e a 


Thee, great Longinus, all the Nine inpire, 
And fill their Critic with a Poet. Fire; 


An ardent Fudge, who, zealous in his T; ruſt, 


With Warmth gives Sentences and is _ 


LS, OD SH 
While 0 E vample Arengthens all bis Laws, | 
And is "Ty RR n veadraws.” 1 


The Poſt is lng come in, | but not a 
Syllable from you, which, makes it leſs 


1 welcome to me. The Duke of Hamil- 5 
bon is to. come here on Tueſday, which | 


will take. me off from writing you auy 
more on Homer, for ſome Th ez yet 
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let not that hinder your writing, and 
give me every thing that occurs. 


Adieu, my dear Life, 5 


I am yours, 


J. . 


LETTER Lat. 


| Oxon, Avril I 15, 1743. 
Ma tres. chere petite Ange, 


Have now finiſhed five Books more 
of the Ochlſey. and my Remarks ſhall 
be as thort as 1 can pally: make them. 


5 
3 


q Bock xv. Verſe 61. Here ae meet 
another Inſtance of the you mien 
of the Ae. 
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Verſe 7 5, and ſome of the enſuing 
15 contain admirable Rules for good 


- Behaviour then, for what i it is now, and 


ever will continue. The laſt Line I al- 
- lude to, namely, | 


Welcome the coming, ſpeed the parting Gul, 


is liberally juſt; but then the Manner of 
putting it in Practice ſhould be as deli 
Sate as the Precept itſelf. ork o cet 


Verſe 426. What have bo obſerves 


of dedicating a Part of a Winter · Night 8 


Converſation, and particularly to the Re- 
collection of paſt Affietions, is * na- 5 
tural and juſt. 
25 w 0 450. To bend a Bow with tender 
Skill, appears to me a very odd Expreſſion, 
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Book xvi. Verſe 9. What follows here 
is very natural and beautiful, eſpecially 


the Dogs playing ſo familiarly at the Re- 
turn of che Prince, whom they knew fo 
4 well. _ Obſerve, their Behaviour Was _e 
differen when ay came. 


Joined Eumaus to announce his Return 
0 his Mother, how beautifully affeQing 5 


is 5 Swain 5 e 


* hear, and I 45. 


; But . . Weeps bis Life away, | 


had ien thee loft; dali I my ſpeed emphy | ; 
Toibleſs his Age, a Me enger of Toy „ 


His müll Concern for the S i 


father s dejected Situation, joined to the 


Readineſs wherewith he undertakes to 
carry glad Tidings to Penelope, is the 


. Reſult 


5 .GENUT NE LETTERS. 33 
Reſult of the moſt humabe and benevo- ; 
jent Mind. | 55 8 


7 kh I 76. The Dogs intelligent conf ſoar the Tread 
2 Pow r di vine, and bowling, Thorens. fled. 


e 


This Notion prevails among country Peo- 
ple, at leaſt in Scotland, to this Day. 
| They fancy the Dogs are ſenſible when ; 


a good or an evil spirit e comes into a : 


. 


Veiſe 204. Ubſſes diſcovering bimfelf 
to his Son: affords us a very fink und 
pteafing Scene; yet I think it much ins 
ferior to that of Foſeph making himfelf 


| known to his Brethren, I'vonfefs. - 


2 34 5. dren, the Dee, bis antient Mater 
knew, 


+. -$ FF us 
* 7 41414 „. 


C's Fe What 


2 GENUINE LETTERS, 
What a Pack of unfeeling Wretches 
muſt they be, who cavilled at this In- 
cident of the faithful Dog All that Pope 
fays on it does Honour to his own Hu- 
manity and Diſcernment. 


Book xix. Ver. 53. Then chaunting myſtic os. 
The Power of c curing Wounds by Charms 


or Incantations, | is fill believed by many 


common People. 


on Sunday 1 hope to ſend you 158 
more Obſervations, and finiſh with the 
| Odyſſey by the Time I come to T own, 
which perhaps will not be before Med- 5 

neſday. 5 You ſee my Remarks now come 
within a yery fmall Compaſs. It would 
be as endleſs, as unneceſſary, to animad- 
vert on every Beauty. I mall, at all 
Events, write  3gain on \ Sunday, and 
a N 
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let you know, to an Hour, when 1 
- come to Town. I would certainly have 
: come on Monday, but the Duke of Ha- 
milton does not go from this till Saturday ; * 
after that I muſt go ſee Lady Suſan Keck, 
the Duke s Aunt, who lives twelve Miles 


from this ; from her I return to Oxford, 
5 and thence fer off for London. 


Do not TTY to write me. ke 
Dale took his. Degree of Doctor of Laws 
yeſterday; there was a vaſt Crowd, and. 
the whole Univerſity met,—How! does 
your Mama? 267 e ee A 314 


| 1 am, 
comme auparavant, ma tres chere, 1 
Veritablement! le votre, £ 


"Y 
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Pe. S. You did not write me if you- wiſh 
to ſee Longinus. ' Your Mama's beuge 18 . 
juſt come to Hand. 


LETTER Lax. 


Oxon. crit "9s 1743. 
a Dear, 3 . 55 
N Sunday 1 received a Leer from 
you, of no Date, which I impute 
de a you were in when ſpas 
it. If the Duke of Hamilton had not YZ 
been here, I had ſeen you before now. : 
He went away on Saturday ; 1 aceom- = 
panied him to Henley, about 18 Miles 
from. this. City, ſtayed there all N ight, 
and returned hither on Sunday. My 
Viſit toTew, the Place where his Grace's 
Aunt reſides, was to have been made 
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this Day, but is deferred: tin my Return 
from London; ſo I ſhall ſee you ſooner 
khan 1 thought, and perhaps may be able 
to tell you the exact Ti ime, before T ſeal. 
this Letter. e | 


The Doke of Hamilton has no Occa- 
ſion for the Degree of Doctor of Laws, 8 
1 but it is an Honour the Univerſity pays 
| kim. | It is cultomary to confer dif- 
ferent Degrees of Honour, to thoſe Who 
ſtudy therein. That of Batchelor of Arts, 
may be taken after having reſided ſo long 
Tire, and undergoing ſuch Examina- 
tons 40 a appointed. In * the fame 
Manner, Students may be advanced to 
we Degree of Maſter” of Arts. After- 


bo T5611 75 10 E 
wards they can be promoted to 2 Balcbe- 


lor ſoip in one of the three great Profeſ- 


S :  fions, | 
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fions, Divine)! Law, or Phyſic 35 and 


thoſe Profeſſions, | eren to the dif- 


ferent Studies they have purſued. But 
ſometimes theſe Degrees are conferred, 


without waiting the ordinary Time, or 
paſſing the Examinations, Honoris Gratid, 
that is to ſay, to do Honour to the Per- 
ſon who receives them. This was the 
Caſe with the Duke of Hamilton, he hav- - 
ing been greatly beloved, eſteemed, and | 
| reſpected, for his Behaviour, while at : 
this Univerſity. 1 hope I have now fa- 5 
tisfied your Curiofity ; but I had almoſt. =_ 
forgot to tell you that ſometimes a Doc- 3 
torſhip in a fourth Profeſſion is given. 


namely, in Mufic ; but this is not held, 
in any wiſe, equal 1 to the others. 


* f | 
Av. 4H .o74 
L 21711 


— 
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| at fartheſt. 
* am, 


with my hearty Services, 
ma chere Petite, 


le votre, 


LETTER LXXIW. - 


Oxon. Mo 13, 2743. 
5 deareſt Angel, 


Was 


— have now taken my Place | in the . 
e Oback. for Friday next, ſo if it 
pleaſe God, I hope to ſee vou about 
5 eight Clock at Night, on Saturday, 


— 
. ORE © 
— — 


— ——— 2— ———ẽ 
on a pens — 
2 — 


Arrived ſafe here yeſternight, 3 3 5 
ſeven and eight, nothing having hap- 
pened wonh mentioning, except that I 


Wa” 
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ere, in = 
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was mortified with a great deal of imper- 
tinent Chat in the Coach. We were 
forced to drive two Miles out of the 
Way to ſer down two Boys at their Mo- 
ther's Door. One Paſſenger grumbled 
much at it. 1 aſked him, whether be 
would not, in the Parent's Situation, 
with for ſuch a Courteſy, at the rrifling 
: Inconvenience of à thort Delay to the 
Paſſengers, and in fine Weather? He 
received the Reproof in Silence, though 
he did not ſeem by his Looks to thank 
me for it. There are more ſuch unſo- 
ciable Perſons to be met, who prefer the 
Indulgence of their own peculiar Hu- 
mour, to any eſſential Gratification dr Ser- 


Vice they can beſtow on others. Poor Peo · 


ple! they are compoſed of very indifferent 
Principlot, < or b been very ill taught. 
1 have 


Society ſince Lleft it. 


1 ſhall now finiſh the Ody/ſy; but = 
I have ſeveral Things to do and ſettle, 
and Letters to write, you may perhaps 


not hear from me again for two or three 


Days. As ſoon as I have finiſhed the 
Ochlſey, we ſhall think of ſomething ele 
to furniſi out our epiſtolary Converſation. 
Vou know no Poſt goes from this Place 
on Saturday, nor arrives here on Mon- : 
day, ſo you cannot expect a Letter from 
from me again till Tueſday at ſooneſt, 
and it may be later; yet let not that pre- 


vent your writing. 


| I have found all my F riends here well. 
No Revolutions or News in our little 
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At the Beginning of my Letter, I men- 


tioned impertinent Chat. I will give 
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you one Inſtance. There was one Fel- 


9 low in the Coach, who told us, three 


— 
— 8 
LC IL 


— — 
DES. one der gods 
——— 


Times, a long, dull, and conſequently 


tedious Story, of his having been at the 


taking of a Highwayman ; but that, like 
a prudent Soldier, he reſerved his Fire 
till he had Occaſion for it. When' he 
had told it us once, he took care to re. 
peat it as often as any new Paſſenger 
came into the Coach, which produced, 
on the whole, a third Narration. He 
deſcribed the Highwayman's Perſon and 
Dreſs, his Horſe, his own Horſe, "the 
whole Chace, his perſonal Intrepidity, 
the taking, Trial, and Condemnation of 


: the unhappy Rogue, with a Thouſand 
more contingent Circumſtances equally 


. "__- 
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=p 


T e 
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in important and entertaining. How na- 

_ tural is it to repeat, as well as to aggran- 
dize Matters, which we think may re- 
dound to our own Credit! The Story 
Mill buzzes in my Ears, and haunts me 

| like a Ghoſt ; but if I dwell upon it any 
| Tonger, I ſhall become as troubleſome : a8 


the Relater, ſo [ break off. : 
1 am, my deareſt, 
yours, 


LETTER | LXXIV. | 


0 * 


| Sunday, 3 ochet, 
MOT, 1743. 


vu done W 


VST now I received yours, hich 
was very acceptable. My firſt was 
water Cover; you'll ſee i it is not franked; 
„ the 
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| | the ſecohd was ſent tout aroit, which is 

the Reaſon why they were both delivered 
at once. The Story of the poor young 2 
Lady makes me melancholy. 


x f you, ford Time ſince, that 
the Proverbs, Eccleſi afticus, Eccleſiaſtes, 2 
and the Wi i/dom of the Son of Sirach, would | 

furniſh us with Materials for writing, 
You cannot read more profitable Books, 
believe me; and if you beſtow a due Share 
of Attention and Reflection on them, you 
will find them exceedingly pleaſan t, as 
= well as proflndle. reds a 


Fond 


Let me know if you has doh with 
ia W yet. Be not too bafhful yet 
withal, never loſe that graceful Modeſty, 
hich is the greateſt-Ornament of your 
Sex. Never give yourſelf Airs; never 

"08 
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preſs to ſhe away, as they call it. Hate 
and deteſt Affectation, fooliſh Pride, and 
Vanity. Be affable and courteous- to all, 

| be inwardly familiar with few. Neither 


harm nor ſpeak ill of any one, and be not 
concerned for Fame 128 Admiration. . 


Obſerve theſe Rules, which, though 5 
7 few, if well obſerved, will ſhew you to 


the World in that Light, wherein it is 
your Defire and Intereſt to appear, with- 
out your giving yourſelf any. Trouble 
about it. 
I am, avec mes Complements, 
my dear Angel, 
Jour faithful Friend, 
J. P. 


L E T. 


46 GENUINE LETTERS. 


Oxon, May 20, 1743. 
ty dear N ancy, 


NCE more for the 22 2 
got through. three Books more, 


on which I have made but few Obſer- 


| vations. 


Books xx. Verte 5 5. The Complaint oF 
e in this Place, 1 15 analogous to 
that which we find ſo often made by 
our Saviour in the Gof, oy? 0 ye of little 
Fa Kc. | 


Verke 120. Ubyſes deſiring a Sign to 


confirm his Faith, in this and the two 


1 have 


fol- | 


NG 


{ 
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following Books, i is exactly conformable 


; of Abax, as well as of others, will ſuf- 


5 ficiently prove it. 


done, however, i in other Places as well 
| as in this, | 


Verſe 274. The Suitors 3 im pute their 


cuſe, it ſhews at leaſt. that Irreligion was 


held a very atrocious Crime 4 in Homer 8 
ime. 


3 ng the 1 to N if it Was decayed. 


to many Places in Scripture. | The Story 


Book x xxi. Verſe i 10. Is it not too much = 
affected to call Ivory, Elephant ? It is 


Impotence in bending the Bow of Ubſ- 
26, to their Profanation of a holy Day. 
Whether i it was a fictitious or a real Ex- 


verſe 427. Uk turning and examin- 
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or worm; eaten, d : the aunts ofthe | 1 
Suitors and Bis bending it, compared ff 
to a Mufician winding up the ws of FJ 
| his Inſtrument, is moſt admirably fine. a 
N The N otes here are well worth reading, ; 


Verſe 448. This is an exquiſite Com- 


BE, pariſon. The Twang of the String, ſhort 3 
and ſharp, ike the ſhrill-Note of a Swal- J 
low, was equally. A Mark of Vigour: and b 


Addreſs, 


Book x xxii. verſe 36. All that follows | 
here, relative to Phemins and "Medin, their 
Supplication, , the Interpofition of Tele- 


machs, and the Motives Which induced Y 


_ Ulyſes to ſpare them, excite both our if 
Pity and Admiration. Thie Iden wh 1 
Fbemius gives of Poets and: . is 


* one 
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one of the fineſt that can be conceived, | 
and worthy to be e imprinted « on every 


Memory. 


For dear to Gods and Men i is fene "= | 
Self- taught, Fd i; ing ; ; by Heav n, and Heav n alone, : 
The genuine Seeds of Poeſy are ſown; 
And (what the Gods beſtow) the bft ty Lay 

| To | Gods alone, and Ged-like Worth we pay. 
— — — mr - fordid Pay, 
Nor froil Platt ry ftain'd the moral * 
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Verſe 425. Here is a moſt juſt and 
beautiful Compariſon. The Situation of 
the Fiſhes, ſo poetically rendered by Mr. 
Pope, muſt touch every compaſſionate 
All nated of their Element, and bare, 
The a 4 and 4gaſp i in thinner Air. 


vor. Il. l D Eo "Thank, 
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Book xxiii. Verſe 13. Here are four 
Lines which are very conſonant to what 
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Oxon. 
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this cloſe what I have to ſay 


D. 


LETFT ER LUA 


Shall 
on the O 


Book. Read the Note upon it, and tell 
My next ſhall finiſh the OO. 


me if you don't a think the Caution of 
placing the Bow out of the Reach of the 
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— 
1 
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could bend it. 
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Suitors was needleſs, when none of them 
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we frequently meet in the holy Writings, 
| particularly in the rgth Chapter of 1/aiah ; 
« Surely the Princes of Zoan are Fools, 


cc. 


Verſe 82, and ſome following Lines, 
cbntain Sentiments very analogous to 
= many in the Book of Job. It is worth i 
| 3 your while to compare them with the 
il following Chapters, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 
which indeed are worth the moſt atten 
tive Peruſal and Remarks. 


verſe 320. This Converlation between 
Unſes and 2 how naturally beau- 


tiful! In all Degrees of Life we may 


| hourly trace the ſame Conſequences of 


a long Abſence, whether between Man 


and Wife, or Friend and Friend. The 
D⁰²⁴ Erde | 
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Epiſode of Mercury conducting the Souls 


of the Suitors to Hell, at the Opening 


of the 2 ath Book, is undoubtedly fine; | 1 
though after all that can be ſaid in De- A 
fence of it, to me it appears brought in 
(to uſe a common Phraſe) by Head * 


Shoulders. It ſeems as if the Poet had : 


5 the Character of Achilles ſo much at 


Heart, that he thought it not ſufficient-. 


v completed, Without this finiſhing 


Stroke. 


«4 q 


Verſe 224. Homer, you obſerve, takes 


2 every Opportunity to pay Honour to Poets . 
0 and Poetry. Theſe two Lines, iy 
| The Gods, to de her fair Fame, ſhall rae 


( Their great Reward) a Poet in her Praiſe, * 


and the fix preceding, are ſo ſtrong, and 
at the fame Time fo c an Incen- 


155 35 FI tive 


a Woman, who has a laudable Ambi- 
tion and Love of Virtue, muſt be greatly 


confirmed by them, in a virtuous and 


honourable Courſe of Life. 


Ve 249. 'T cannot dure. Pope's 
bald Expreſſion of the old Man, for fo he 
makes Uhſſs ſtile his Father. In Homer 


it is the Father, which has undeniably 


much more Decorum, ae and Af. 


y ſection. 


1 have nothing further to add to what : 


has been ſaid in the Notes on the Cloſe | 
of this great Work. 1 ſhall endeavour 
to get you Kennet's Tranſlation of Ho- 
race's Judgment on the I iad and Oavſſey. 
All other Tranſlations of that Paſſage are 


bad. His only 1 15 tolerable. 
D ; 


1 | tive to Virus, that I cannor bur think 


1 ſcarce 


NED FER * 


ining to 


yours, 


1 am, 


1 ſcarce need remark to you that Fir- 
it would be enterta 

I have received only one Letter from 

you fince I left London, yet this is the 
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fifth I have written to you. 


methinks 
compare the Paſſages of two ſuch great 


Poets, and two ſuch fine Tranſlators as 


gil copied much from Homer, particu- 
| Hrly in the fixth and laſt Book; but 
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op . May 30, I 743 Ho 
Dear N [ancy, 5 


"HE whole Hall is gone on a a Merry- 
5 making, this Day, into the Coun- 
try, except the Principal (Dr. King) and 
myſelf. I have therefore laid hold of this 
"Oceafion to ſend you The Furniture of ia 
Lady Mind, and Extracts from another 1 
| Poem, by Dr. Swift, I think them both 
9 inſtructive and pleaſing. In my laſt, you 
know, I encloſed ſome ſelect Paſſages 
from his Grizette. I tranſcribed as much 


of it as I thought worthy your Notice. 
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This Author, excellent as he is, often 
mixes a * very groſs, even in 
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his wittieſt Poems *®. When you have 


read thoſe Paflages, tell me if you do 
not think it a moſt judicious Diſtinction 
between affected and real Wit, Wit 
mingled with inn Manners, inſtead of 
that Decorum and Modeſly, which beſt 


5 becomes your Sen. 


Swift dd not t think ſo in of Women 5 
as he wrote. His Motives were to wean 
them from ſuch Faults, as he thought 
them moſt ſubject to. There is a good 
deal of Affinity between the Grixette, 
and the Furniture, &c. TI will ſend you 


two or three little Poems more by the 
ſame Author, and ſhall be glad to have 


- This, in all Probability, was the Reaſon why 
Mr. Prefton choſe to tranſcribe ſelect Paſſages from 
Swift's Works, rather than lay the Author at $64 
before his ar ä 
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your Opinion of them; I mean, when 


you are at Leiſure, for I do ; not defire to 


3 ( 


- ; ; ; N 


Pray put the encloſed into the Penny- 
Poſt, | 


Tam, 3 
my dear N: fancy, | 
yours,. 


LETTER LXXVII. 


o LI 
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4 & 


| Oxon. June 2. 1743. 


Dear we, E 


US. T now I have the Pleaſure. of 
of yours. Vou thank me for what 
does not deſerve Thanks. The Picture 
Was drawn to my Hand, and 1 thought 
0 3 it 
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88 GENUINE LETTERS. 
it | a Picture worth your looking at * 
though. I aſſure you, I had not the leaſt 
Idea that it reſembled you. Had 1 thought: 
0, 1 ſhould: not have been at ſo much 
Pains as to tranſcribe | it, merely. to mor- 
tify you. Yet your Application may 
- turn to ſome Account: it may ſerve as a 
Hint or Notice to ſhew you. what: you: 
are to hun, or as a Beacon ſet up to 
arn you of the Rocks and Shelves, 
Wen many of your Sex have been 4 
ſhipwrecked... | 


| now ſend you twe Songs, leaving 
you to find out where their Value lies . 
and when you have wrote me your 
T houghts of them, L will then. let you 
-know wherein Irhink-their Merit confiſts. 
14 Mo: not know if ever an read the Pro- 


- greſs 


preſs of Love; if not, I will ſend it to 


you. You have herewith the New Ballad 


of New Smiles. 


* 


It is really true, that Sir Alexander Mur- 
ray is dead. He died at Edinburgh, on 


5 the 1 8th. of May. 


My Compliments. to your Aunt and 


Mama. 
Lam, my Jene N ancy, 


yours very truly, 


* E R IXXIX. 


On. June 6 745. 
My 8 Nancy, . 


UST now I” received yours. Your 


whale Song confiſts of a Bags of fine 
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ſmooth Words, put together either with- 


out any Meaning at all, or ending in 


downright N onſenſe, after the Manner : 
of many of our modern Love-Songs. 
1 would have you obſerve too that 
there are no leſs than two Similes in | 
fo ſhort a Poem, which is very ordi- 


nary in. our Love-Songs, though very 
unnatural; and, befides that they have 
no Relation to the Subject, they are e very 
abſurd 1 in cbemſelves. 


The other Ballad is a very ſevere Sa- 
tire on the Gentlemen of the Army. 


The Beauty of it conſiſts in its appear- 


e dar ene en being ſo exceed - 
| ingly ridiculous. 1 beg, you. will per. 


ticularly obſerve the two laſt Stanzas, 
fave one. Kere the perſonated Officer 
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accuſes himſelf both with | Cowardice 


and Ignorance of Letters. Mark how ri 


diculous a Fall he makes f in Stanza the 
third, | 


- Alas: ] never ung 4 Prief would pleaſe 3 your 


Palate; 7h 


| T his ſeems to be grave and ſerious 3 ob- | 
| ſerve what follows; 4 


5. des, Pll bold a Great, bell put you. in is - 
Ballad. . 


How ſerious does he appear, when he 5 

1 2 my Heart with 2 Se. | 
and afterwards.calls a Churchman being 
by the Ladies preferred to an Officer, 
© the Growth of Corruption, Sc. It 
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is, all through, a: moſt admirable Satire, 3 
and the Humour is exceedingly well 
hit off, Then it is calculated for the 
Tune of Patie's Mill. If you heard' it 


ſung to that T une, you would find it 
ſet off mightily ;; it being a feet com- 4 : 
plaining Scotch Tune, the Captain” s | 
Complaint, if we may ſo call it, would 
| thereby become ſtill more ridiculous. 


Charles Aren dns not aner to 
the Title, but a Son of David Murray, 
who. was an elder Brother than Charles. 


A Campaign is tlie Warfare of one | 

25 Seaſon; and to open the Campaign; im- 
plies no more than to begin the military 

Operations of ſuch or. ſuch. a Near. 


When 
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When I fend: you a Production writ- 
ten with Spirit, Wit, and Judgment, 
either for or againſt your Sex, you are 


to underſtand the | Contents as ſo many 


Hints to you, what you are to ſhun, and: 


what you are to purſue... 1 have here-. 
with encloſed three very ſevere Pieces, 


but do not fancy I am drawing your; 


Picture. 1 am only offering that to your: 


View, from which you. may diſcern, 


Beauty from Uglineſs. The next three 
1 ſhall ſend: will be much more pleafing 3. 
but do not be ſo vain as to imagine them 
intended to repreſent. you. neither; though: 


L truſt you come much nearer theſe, than 
what I ſend yau. now. I-ſhall give you. | 


my Sentiments of theſe three. Portraits in. 
my next. 


1; am, my dear Auge, 
1 2 le votre, J. P. 
| . E. S. | 
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: than you like, but "conn well what 
IG: write. 


of the three Ladies I ſent to wait upon 
you; L mean Sylvia, Artimeſia, and Phryne. 
You may learn ſomething from the Con- 
verſation of the two firſt ; but as for Ma- 
dam Phryne,” I cannot ſay you can im- 
prove by her; and indeed, but that ſhe 
has a little Wit | in her Converſation, | J 


. 


p. S. I don't defire you to write oftner 


= 

== 
We 1 
_ 


Adieu! 


LETT ER LXXX. 


Oxon. June 77 1743. 
Dear Nancy, | 5 
| Suppoſe you have, before this comes 
to your Hand, formed a Judgment 


— 


had. 
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had not ſent her to you at all. Hlvia i is 
2 poor Lady, who firuggles between 
Virtue and Vice, and i is really not ſo bad | 
as ſhe would appear. She has taken up 
a falſe Notion of the Means of recom- 
mending herſelf to the Eſteem of Man- 
kind. She thinks ill-natured Wit, Cen- 
ſure, and Raking, are the Ingredients 
for the Compoſition of a fine Lady, yet 
her Heart recoils every now and then. 


How many poor Women have loſt them = 


ſelves through this fooliſh Notion! There 
is nothing more dangerous for any Per- 
= ſon, eſpecially a Woman, than to ſet up 
F ſome wrong Quality as the diſtinguiſh- 
= ing Mark of her Character. A Coward 


perhaps ſets up for a Bully, a chearful | 
| Woman for a Prude, or a modeſt,  good- 


natured Girl takes it into her Head to 


> 


: be 


| 
[ 
F 
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nence. Artimeſia is a Prude, but a maſ- 1 
culine Prude; ſhe affects Learning, but 3 
, neglects Deceney, Cleanlineſs, and Mo- 3 
deſty. If 1 were with you, 1 think 1 
could name three Perſons, with whom | 
the Characters agree very well, though I 
' Leould not tell you the exact Perſons the 
Poet meant. i 


: Character, which is not ſo bad as. the 
former ; for . think it very natural, as 


(1 


be a Termagant. Nov beſides being 


unnatural. from quitt ing their proper 1 
Characters, they are all alike full of Af- s 
| fectation 5 than which nothing is more ll 


deteſtable, except downright Inconti- 


2 yer 
3 Ry” bh 
5 8 2 by 5] Neat Pe 
3 . 33 
B 8 1 (4 2 
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1 have herewith. ſent you a ; Fourth 


well as excuſable, for People, eſpecially 
Women „to talk of their Children , Family 
* Aﬀaira, 


* 
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MF Neighbours only now and then. Hence 


l think the Doctor rather too ſevere, un- 


ceſs. 


may add whatever you may have read 


ly, Mrs. Fondlewife (1), Mrs. Frail (2), 


Pliant (5), Lady Touchwood (6), Lady 
3 Wi Mert . Mrs. Marwood | (8), Sc. 


(1) Elia! ja the OM Batchelor. - @&) (3) Lowe 


£7) (8) Wy of the Merl d. | 


Affairs, and ſo forth ; and till more ſo 


| 3 in Country Places, where they meet — 


leſs he barely meant that Women ſhould 4 
not carry this fort of Diſcourſe to Ex- 


1 bave now ſent you bre or fix bad | 
characters of your Sex, to which you 


= | beſide. Congreve furniſhes many; - name- 


Mrs. Foreſight (3), Lady Froth (a), Lady 


for Love. (4) (5) (6). Double Dealer... 
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Oc. and even his virtuous Characten 3 1 
are worth obſerving for their Failing; S 
for Example, the Affectation of Belin. 
da (1) and Millamant (2), and the Wild. 
neſs of en elica (3). | 


_ greve has drawn none but vicious Cha 
rafters, but I think they are miſtaken, 


Cynthia (40 is an | Exception. He has 
5 many other beautiful Characters, not 
faultleſs indeed. That Writer was too 
| gout a Maſter of Nature, to draw | 


7 Fault Monſters that the Warld ner faw, 


a8 the Duke of Buckingham e them, 2 


(3) Lave for Love. 0 Double Dealer. 


_ Critics 43 aſſerted that ou | 
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9/0. d-be (i), and Oteqs Lady Dunce (2). 
3 Theſe bad Characters (which weak un- 
1 liſcerning People have condemned a8 5 
proper f for Repreſentation, and thence 
Have endeavoured to deery the Utility 
Pe the Drama i in general) have all their 
iT good T endencies. Es here is ſomething 
Wo be culled out of every one worth ob- 

; erving and ſhunning 3 ; and thoſe who 
Way that faulty Characters ſhould not be 
rroduced on the Stage, might with an 
qual Degree of Propriety aſſert, that | 
nere 00 be no Shade in a Picture. Ho 
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In hy del! wil ſend you ſome pleaſ- 
ng Characters from the ſame Author; 
dut in the mean Time (by the way of 
uſic between the Acts) 1 give you ſome 


00 Prone. | 6) Sir forthe Lad. ; 
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Extracts from Dr. Swift 8 Poem on his 
own Death. You will find i in it a great 

deal of Wit, Humour, good Senſe, and 
true Judgment of Mankind, and the 
Faults of bath Sexes moſt mne 
* and ridiculed. 


Perhaps you may have read this Poem 
: already, notwithltanding, attend to it 
once more. Much Good may be derived Y 
from it Vice and Folly appear in fo I 


4a. 


many Shapes, chat it is worth our while 
to ſtudy as many and as various Cha- 
racters of faulty Men and Women, as 
we can find, in order to warn us againſt 


| | them, in whatſoever Shape they may 
_ appear, or attack us. I ſhall refer a 
li Tranſlation of a Paſſage of this Tenden- 
i cy from the noble Hiſtorian, 'Zivy, to 
| 
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1 my next Letter; but obſerve, when I 

aid that we ſhould ſtudy as many of theſe 
Characters as we can, I meant to im- 


Ply, if they are 2vell. drawn ; for, if they - 


ere not, we may miſlead and deceive our- 


1 
1 
© = 
+» e v es 
25 . 
r 9 
00 


3 11 A will permit, I could with 

I you to come and ſtay. a while here this 
summer; but then you ought to bring a 
A Recommendation with you to ſome Fa- 
wily here, (for indeed I am not acquaint-. 
4 ed with any) otherwiſe, I fear your Time = 
may $90 off very heavily. 3 
lam, my dear Lite, 


1 B. 
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Oxon. June 10, 1743. 
Dear Nancy, TD 


I JUST now received yours of alt 


day. Iam 1 perfectly of your Opinion 


: about the Verſes on the Dean's Death ; 
and eſpecially of thoſe four Lines, which 
are ſo lively a Repreſentation of what 


uſually happens on ſuch Occaſions, | 


I have dhe Word more to ſay about 
Artimeſia. It is not a vicious Character, 


only it includes a Want of Decency, and 
a total Neglect of all the Duties of Life, 
| for the Affectation of Learning. If 1 


remember right, Pope imputes much the 
ſame OW to Mrs, Haywood and 


Cent- 
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Centlivre. I have ſaid thus much, for 


the Sake of quoting you four Lines from 
the admirable Botleau, which 1 think 
| much a- propos. 


Our les vers ne as ſayen pas votre an Empl, 
. Cultivez vos Amis, ſoyex Fille de Foy; 1 


Ceft peu etre agreable et charmante dans un 
Livre, 0 


5 1 faut ſeavoir encores et emwerſer, et vivre. 


I have not 7 men more Time for writ- 
ing at preſent, but on Sunday I will 
ſend you many Things to make Amends | 
for whar I now defer. I ſhall not ſend 
you the pleaſing Characters I mentioned 
till then; but to recompenſe your Pa- 
tience, I encloſe the Progreſs of Love, with 
which I believe you will be much pleaſ- 


ed. I likewiſe convey you ſome Lines 
8 of 


74 GENUINE LETTERS. 
of Mr. Pope on the Birth-Day of Mrs. 
Blunt, a Lady whom he admires. There 
you will ſee another faulty Character 
drawn in the Lines I have marked; ; Phyllis 
is another of the ſame Species; yet theſe, 
and thoſe 1 ſent you formerly, are all 


b different from each other. 
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2 have not Time to fay more, ſo 
Adios, | p40: XappourTe. | 
Tam, yours, | 


* 


1 8. 1 ſhall continue to ſend you occa- 
banal ſome more of the Dean' $ comic 
Pieces, 
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a” 


Dear Nancy, 


1 encloſe you two Pools. in one ; 
of them the eſtimable and unbecom- | 
ing Qualifications of your Sex are ſet i in 
Oppeſition to each other, by Way of = 
| Contraſt, How laſting are thoſe of the 
5 firſt Sort, how fleeting thoſe of the lat- 
ter! Beauty and all external Advantages : 
are ingeniouſſy compared to Fruit in- 
grafted on the Stock of an annual Plant, 
which indeed makes a luxuriant Shoot, 
but is ſoon gone. I preſume you know 
chat an annual Plant continues only one 
Year, ſuch as Fruits, Vegetables, and 
SS a 


Oxon, June 12, 1743. 15 
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Corn of all Kinds. Thoſe which laſt 


5 many Years, as large T res, we call 
Perennials, 


11 the other Poem . Dean purſues 
: Epictetus s Notion of Things i in our own 
Power, ſuch as Virtue and Truth. He 
N makes ſmall Account of Beauty, Shape, 
Complexion, and ſuch Qualities as we 


cannot procure to ourſelves; ; but Honour, 


Chaſtity, | Decency, Integrity, and all 


within our own Power to attain, he 


"1608s in a moſt eſtimable _ 


* 


Obits in OY Art 71 e which I "mY 
eve you have by you, or at leaſt have 


read, finely purſues the ſame Train of 
Ideas, both in his two firſt Books, which 


he wrote to inſtruct the Men, and in bis 


„ 5 ; third, 
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third, which he calculated to regulate the 


Conduet of Women. . 


ER 18 PDT exceeding ſingular 5 
in the Humour of both Poems. In Stella's 
Birth. Day be continues the Strain he be | 
gan with, in talking of her. He then puts : 
theſe in Oppoſition, and, as it were, 
Foils to her, as if they were really 
Sins. Witneſs thoſe four moſt humorous 


Lines, 


Then who can think we'll * the Place, 
When Doll hangs out a newer Face, | 


Or ſtop and light at Chloe's Head, 
Vith Scraps and Lravings to be ied ? 


I have many more entertaining Pieces 


for you of the Dear's, ſuch as Mary the 


Cookmaid's Letter to Dr. Sheridan, and two _ 
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Molly Mog, which 1 will ſend you at 


- ſome future Time, if you tell me in your 
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next Letter that you have not ſeen them. 


aſſured you reap either Inſtruction or 


ought to be the Reſult of Reading. If 7 
| you do not acquire this Advantage, the 
Fault, I ſhould conceive, muſt be m my 


Y * — 
— W ͤů —— 2 3 —.— XK. 4 ——— 
- — —— — 44 „„ — * * — 


| docile and quick; and with a Perſon of 


vations, delivered in this light eaſy Mode 
of a Letter, will go further than all the 


were laid. down. 


ads 2 FO one filed © Hh the other 


I do not think it a Trouble to tranſcribe 
a Piece of any Length, provided I am | 


Delight from it; but both theſe united 


wrong Choice of Materials. You are 


your Talents, Hints and tranſient Obſer- 


ſet formal Rutes for teaching, that ever 
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Till 1 ſend you the above, you ſhall 
have Prometheus, written againſt Mood 
and bis Halfpence. It is very full of 
Wit. I give it you therefore now by way 
of Relief, and at ſome future Time you 1 
ſhall have his favourable Characters of 


| Women, 


4x think it neceſſary to premiſe ſome 


Account of the above-mentioned Poem, ; 


which W you are A Stranger to. 


7 


AMan, n was Wind, ob- 


tained a Patent from King George I. 
to make Halfpenny Pieces of baſe Metal, 


= which were to be current in Ireland. 
; | This Project would have drained that 


poor Kingdom of all the good Money; 
but the Dean, under the Name of M. B. 


Eq Drapier, 
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8 GENUINE LETTERS. 
Drapier, wrote ſuch ſmart. Letters and 
Poems, ſometimes ſerious and ſometimes 
ludicrous, as to raiſe 2 Reſentment againſt 
| Wood, that aboliſhed his Scheme. The 
Nation would not receive any of his Coin, 
and the Coiner was in Danger of being 
torn. in pieces. From that Time, the 


Dean was looked on as the Deliverer of 
5 bis 0 


Vou talk of going to Richmond for a 


2 few Days. You muſt ſtay a Week abroad 
at leaſt, otherwiſe it is not worth your 


while to go. During your Excurſion, you 
ſhould go by Water to Hampton Caurt, ſee 
that Palace, the famous Cartoons of Ra- 
Pbacl, and the Beauties of King William's 
Court. Then I would recommend to you 
to Walk through the Park, to view the 
2 Caſcades, 


' GENUINE LETTERS. $1 
Caſcades, ſrom thence to Ham-Houſe, and 


ſo return to Richmond. 


. give you this "Advice, becauſe 1 wiſh 
that every thing you undertake, even a 
Scheme of Diſſipation, ſhould anſwer 
ſome uſeful End. A Survey of fine Paint- 
ing feeds the Mind, by enlarging the | 
: Fancy ; ; the Walks and Caſcades ſhew 
what human Art is capable of ; and 
even a Meadow or common F ield are 
Sources of Learning, piety, and Admira- 
tion, in an attentive and well directed 7 


Mind. 


My humble Duty to your Mama ad 

Aunt. Date avon 308, cople} mcg 

* 1 am, my dear, 
Vours, 


"oe - 1 
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- Olin Fine 1 I7, 1 743. 
My dear Nancy, 


Have your Toms of the” 18 3 
" where has it been * Tt was Hot put 
into the Poſt till yeſternight, for the . 
Poſt-Mark bears the 16th Day of the ; 
Month, the Letter itſelf ! is dated the [ 
Ith, and 1 have only received it this 
Day. Here is an Interval of nine Days. 
However, now that it is come at laſt, 
I am very well pleaſed with it. It is 


written very clean and genteel. It has 
the Appearance of coming from a Gentle- 
woman. People are not in general ſuf- 


| Kciently aware bow much ate expoſe 


* them- | 
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themſelves to Cenſure or Ridicule, by a 
wrong or careleſs Manner of acquitting 


themſelves in trifling Affairs. A neat or 


a ſlovenly Diſpofition may be known as 


well in the Folding and Addreſs of a Let- 


ter, as by 1 e ; 


Your Thoughts and Reflections are 


entirely juſt, and prettily expreſſed, en- 
tirely of a Piece with the Neatneſs of the 
writing, ſo that (if I may uſe the Expreſ- 
ſion) I love both the Soul and Body of . 


your Letter. 


2 here ſend you Prometheus, and Part 


of a Song, wherein there is a pretty Con- 


traſt of three young Ladies. In my next 


Letter I propoſe ſending you three Poems, 
all written in Favour of the Ladies, to 
F6 make 
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34 GENUINE LETTERS. 
make Amends for the diſagreeable Pic- 
tures I ſhewed you before. After theſe 

you ſhall have Mary the Cook-Maid, and 
Quagrille, with ſome Things out of Ho- 
race Which, although the Tranſlation 
is not dreſſed in the beſt Poetry in the 

World, will, in Reſpect to the Sentiment, 

I dare ſay, give you ca N 


I am, 
my dear Nancy, 
yours, 
J. P. 
P. 8. There i is one Paſſage in the Poem 


of Prometheus, which requires Explana- 
f tion. It is this Ig Eine, 1 


1 anus WAS brit to kt it 7. 
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The Dutcheſs of Munſter was meant by 
Venus, who was bribed by Wood to ger 
che Patent paſſed wah the King. 


LETTER LEXXIV. | 


| Oxford, June 21, 1745+ 
hy dear Nancy, 


Never heard of that Song of Stella and 5 

Havia, which you ſay is now fo much 
in Vogue. 1 wiſh you would get me a 
Copy of it. 1 have at laſt ſent the beay-" | 
tiful Characters 1 promiſed, and hope 8 
you wilt like them. 1 leave you to find 
out che Beauties in the Extract, and the | 
Lady at Court; but J muſt have a Word 
or two about Biddy Hod, which 1 dare 
; | fay you ja ſeen. long | before now. 5 


The 
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cal, but exceeding juſt, You fee it is 
given by way of Receipt, and carried 
on pretty much in the Stile of common 
+ Receipts for making Jellies or Conſerves. 
In the firſt Place, he gives you the effen- 
tial Qualities, and then points out the 
_ Faults which are apt to grow up with 
them, and from which thoſe Qualities 
ought to be ſeparated. For Example, 


ſhould be picked clean from 


the Seaſoning or Pickle to thoſe fine Qua 4 
lities conſiſts of : 


_ cleanſed from 
, Mita, Perincs 40 Pani. 


The Humour, it is true, is whimfi- 


he fays, that ; 


n Innocence, and Good nature, A 


| Demureneſs, Aukwardneſs, and cpneſi, . 
Good Breeding, Wi it, Ar. and decent Pride, 


This 


GENUINE LETTERS. 8; 
This you muſt allow to be very apt 
and judicious, perfectly in the Stile of 


RT Receipts. | For Inflance now, 


To preſerve Apes, you muſt ſepa- 


rate the Fruit from 
Jb. Peel, the Stalk, the Cor , and Seeds, 
4 you muſt then make uſe of 


Type fineſt Sugar free from all Droſs ; : 


and during the Proceſs, to clear off the 


Scum as it riſes, and ſo forth. 


This is all as inſtructive as entertain- 
ing; and I do think, my dear Nancy, 
that every young Woman ſhould always 


carry this Receipt io make a Beauty about 


with her. The Female that is ſeaſoned, 


and preſerved in- this Manner, take my 


Word for 3 it, will be a a Beauty i in the Eyes 
of 


i! 
I || 
” 
14 
7 
1 
wes 
7 
4 
x 
A. 
9 
+ 
. 
o . ; 
% 
** 
Vi * 
1 
: k 
by 
4 
* 
74 
iN 
15 
3 
T ;» 
2 
197 
þ 
N 
1 
* 
at 
* 
{it 
\ 
ut 
* 
*t 
bx 
F 
+ i 
6 P 2 
o 5 i 
+ 4 
1 
1 
þ 
* 

. = 
1 
N. 
1 
* 
* 
*Þ 
? „ 
3 
* 
7 
1 

a 
KL; 
f 
1 
1 
15 
£7 
+ 
. { 
a1 
Og 
\ 
Y 
1 
& 
& 
i 
LS» 
15 

1 } 
bit 
1 
4 * 
4 
* 
15 
* 


P 2 As 5 : 
+4 _- i E £ : N - = tg — 4 2 


. 


* 
- bs ES A 2 
ISO I FFF 2 
2 — r —— 
— 5 


> > : <= - - 
> — om} - 3 3 — - = 4 
Cog PP Tg — Cas — a — * — -> Re < 
GEES. — * Saks : 0 > » 
= - : = 3 S WO ny = * 22 — 
— = * 8 a SS 


—— 
2 
Fas 


Ee ATTY OS 
— — n*, - 
* — 2 


ern — ti 


** 3 


= 2 — 
LAs 6 5 
— ne 


LS 2 
2 


5 2 
99s 2 * r 
- rare — — 
2 SY 

5 — 


R — 2 
0. D — COR” 
0 * — „ — 8 


83 GENUINE LETTERS. 
of all ſenſible Men and Women, though 
: Jove, i in mixing up the Compoſition, Has 


not, perhaps, em ployed. his fineſt Clay. 


In my next I will ſend you the Duid- 
nuncs; ; it is, in my Opinion, a fine Tale, 
full of Humour, and carries With! it a 

va uſeful Moral. 
I am, my dear, 
yours, 


J. P. 
LETTER LAXXY. 


| Oxon. zue 23, 1745 

Dear Nancy, | £7 
AVE you an Inclination for Moy 
Mog, or the Letter to Mr, John 
Moor about Worms ? "T0 are both di- 
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Vou have now read the Fournal of a 
modern fine Lady. It fets forth the fooliſh 

unprofitable Manner in which many La- 

dies paſs, or rather waſte their Time, in 
ſo lively a Strain, that I think you ſhould | 
read it often, and that with great Atten- 
4 | tion, Not that I mean to imply any 
J immediate Neceſſity you have for it; 
but though you do not ſtand i in need of 
it by way of Remedy, it might ſerve to 


carry about as an Amulet or Charm; a 


kind of Preſervative againſt the Evil . 


is calculated to cure. 


Ling, the RY ' Roman Hiſtorian, ſays, 
the Uſe of Hiſtory is to teach us what 
we are to ſhun, and what we are to imi- 


taee. This ought to be the great End of 


Poetry as well as Hiſtory, And Horace, 
Who 
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90 GENUINE LETTERS. I 
who was one of the moſt judicious Poets q h 
that ever lived in any Age or Country, 4 0. 
tells us, this Inſtruction is to be attained I 
| from a Mixture of the utile with the dulce, 1 
that ! is, of the uſe ful with the pleaſant, I I. 
Now in all the little Poems I have ſent : 
you, I think there is this Mixture and 4 
they likewiſe anſwer the End. preſcribed 7 
f by Livy, they ce teach what we are to a | 
2 8 and what 0 imitgte. N 


1 


Al 


| Mis 8 a1 Rule of. uti. 4 | : 
was never more properly applied than . 
when i it was made the Motto of a Thea- 
tre; ſince the Stage, under ſuitable Re- 
gulations, is moſt capable of anſwering 
the Intent. The greateſt moral Writers 5 
can only preſcribe. Rules for a Rectitude : 
: of Conduet na Decotum of Behaviour ; 
the 


2 5 Sa ens 
S433 1 ny 's; 
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Phe Stage ſhews you the Beauty and Force 
il f thoſe Rules, when put into Practice. 

Wh moreover anfwers the great Purpoſe ; 
Ind Uſe which Livy aſeribes to Hiſtory. 

3 It ſhews “ what to ſhun, and what to 
* imitate,” more immediately and ac- 
Wcvrately than any Hiſtorian whatſoever ? 
3 is 0 of we 


I encloſe the 8 1 think there 
is not any thing neceſſary to ſubjoin, by . 


( 
| 
pl 


x — 


0 way of Note, except to tell you that the 


ne I A 


F Duke of Orleans was Regent of France 
4 in this King” 8 Minority. He was a very 
great Man, and died when 1 was in Frances 
in the Year 1722. th | 
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I thould be glad to know exattly when : 
: you” ſet out for Richmond, | becauſe 1 
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think I can provide you a very agreeable I 
Companion in the literary Way. It i 15 2 1 
Poem called The Alley. It deſcribes all 1 
inconvenient and diſagreeable Circum- 1 


ſtances, which: are met in the pleaſant 3 


fituated Town and Villages on the Banks : 


15 of the Thames. It would be an Enter- ; 
tainment to you any where, and at any x 
Time; but you will be much more ſen - L 
fible of the Beauties, when you are paſſing b ; 
through thoſe Places. I therefore thall 
not ſend it, till you tell me that you are f : 


about to ſet forward. 


' You hall bare two or three little oat 


verting Poems to-morrow. 59 


"ns my tes apt Scholar * 
Lam ever yours, „ 
| | 70 FalP, 
* L E. 1. 
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LETTER LXXXVI 


| Oxon. June 24, 1743. 
My Dear, e 5 5 
Send you herewith. a ſmall Collection 
of Epigrammatical Poems ; the Beauty 


"oa 
* 7 5 
„ 
> K * 
1 
HIS: 1 
7 
+— 
_ >; 7 
boy of 
SAC.» 
5% 


of this Kind of writing conſiſts in a cer- 
tain Point, or Turn of Wit. They are 
rather for your Diverſion, thay any thing 
elſe. This perhaps you may reproach | 
me for, as deviating from the great 
Iatile dulci, which I ſo ftrongly recom- 
mended in my laſt Letter. ] Bur, pro- 
vided this Rule is generally practiſed, 
there is no Harm in a ſhort caſual Devia- 
tion; as there is not any thing amiſs in 
riſing to a Game of Battledore and Shut- 
ther 
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: tlecock, after a long ſedentary appli 1 


ther right than wrong, in-as- much as 1 


N like Aſop s relaxed Bow, 6 fer for Ui 


«& when you want them.” 4 


4 Hurely exceeding humorous. It very m 


| haps afford a more laſting Satisfaction F 
(though not fo exquifite an Enjoyment 3 
chan thoſe which are more refined, an f 
what the French call more pi rituelłi n 
at leaſt, they are very innocent Ples ? 


tion to Reading or Writing nay it is 1 1 


tends to render both Mind and —— 


7 he Happineſs of a Parſon s "Life 1 


turally deſcribes thoſe fimple and bun 


ble Pleaſures, whereof a Country Cle. f 1 


E man's Life conſiſts. Vet theſe pi z 
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One of the next two Poems I thall 
end you, is called the Elephant, or Par- 
1 ſiament-· Man, and the other ye and No. 
1 hey both. fatirize, with great Wit and 


umour, the Corruption of Members, | 


hich fo ſhamefully prevails at preſent. - 
he Parliament, I preſume you know, 
an Aſſemblage of the Lords Spiritual 
ä 3 and Temporal, and the Commons of a 
4 ingdom, for national Purpoſes. It de- 


Wives its Name from the FT rench Verb 
| N f arler, to ſpeak. We have our Engliſh 85 
; : ord Parley, from the ſame Root. Per- 
. haps you could have told me this, and 
5 perhaps not, and your Ignorance never- 
0 leſs not to be taxed with Blame. - 
js is amazing how much Knowledge is loſt 
5 for Want of a little common Attention or 
WObſervation | in our general Intercourſe 


with 
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with the World. Numberleſs are tief 
Inſtances I have ſeen of ſenſible cler 
People being put to the Bluſh, and to 1 1 
Difficulty, by a fim ple Queſtion pro. 3 
| poſed from a Perſon of inferior Talents : 
and be infinitely aſtoniſhed at themſelves, : f 
that they ſhould have been ſo long i 180 4 


rant of ſo pin. a Matter. 


111 have a Letter rofl you by this 
Day' s Poſt, which I look for, I will add 5 
2 Poſtſcript. | Pray ſee that the encloſe ; 


be immediately put into the Penny. Pol. 
i lem, with due Reſpects, 5 
"my" dear Nancy, 
8 "Jr 


3.1 
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Om. zune 6 1743+ | 
wh dear Nancy... he, 

FOUR Letter un now came : to my 

Hand: I find: chat, which I wrote 
you this Day Se*nnight,” is miſcarried, 5 
I encloſed the cool · Maids Letter in it, 
aid, if Tam” not miſtaken, ſent it un- 
der Mr. K 5 ==; Cover: Perhaps he con- 
ſigned it to the Petiny- Poſt, and it has 
deen miflaid' or neglected there. It is 
worth your while to enquite at the Nttte 
Office near you; and if it be entifely 
gone, I will ſend you another Copy of 
the Poem, 1 mentioned therein that =p 


would 2 you a Letter of Introduc- 
Vor. II. 8 tion 
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tion to a Family at Richmond; and your | 
not Pe this ann convinces 


4 

Now to _ Queſtions= -- 1 
A Rap is is a How, and Avic a bak 3 

Coin uſed 1 in Treland. 


” 
4 1 7 1 4 . 


The nig are for defiraping. the 
Church , or at leaſt, for reducing it. The 
Tories are for exalting it. Down ith 
the Church; and Up with the Ghurch, wer: f 
frequent Expreſſions. with the Ne q 
Parties, C wag 50 


I ? 1” 


"The Mil-Dom | is the Place 7 
"they keep. a Reſervoir of Water, to ſet 
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only for Water-Mills, , and the Sound, 
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to this Faſhion. 


the Mill going. Obſerve though this. is 


you know, Foup near that of a vulgar 


Pinking i is iii ſmall Holes. This | 
was more in Uſe, at the Time of the 
eld Engliſh Habit, when the Doublets 
for Men were laced, as Stays are for 
Women. Captain Bluff, in Congreve, you 
know, ſays, PI | pink his Sout, in Allufion : 


4 The Ana- Bap are not W till 
I they come to Years of Diſcretion, ad 

W then they are plunged, not ſprinkled. 
The firſt Part of the Word is adopted 
A from m the Greek, db, which ſignifies 5 
1 againſt, or contrary. Thus they are 

1 F2 againſt 
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| againſt baptizing, we fuck « an x Advance | 
of Life. 


Church- yard Fees, &c. It is derived from 
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The Mortuary-Guinea is the Parſon's 
Due at Burials, for reading the Service, 


the Latin Word Mars, which means 
Death ; 3 thence too we havemortal., 


You mall have all the Poems you write 
of, In the mean un 1 fend The El 
Pbant, and Hye and No ; which a beliere 
will pleaſe you much. F 


I hope to hear from you ſoon, to non 
{you are removed, and all Things ſet 
tled, and how you like your new Apart 
Wants. nee kee . 
V e 
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LETTER - HA 


My dea Naney, | 


Write to you ſo often, and you wii 


Fs 
Wo”, 
. B-<% 
, — 
ST. 
8 * 


on as agreeable and inſtructive as I am 
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| Oxon. Jah 3. 1745 


to me ſo ſeldom, that * am afraid 
you begin to be tired with the Corre- 
tpondence, but hope my Fears are 
: ; Sroundleſs. I aſſure you it is not every 
3 one 1 would take ſo much Pains for. 
: f 1 thought that the Want of Amuſements = 
4 in London, at this Seaſon of the Year, 
would have rendered m y eue Writs ; 
ing a ſort of Diverſion to you, and, in 
ſome Meaſure, an Amends for the, Loſs 
of others. In order to make this Diver- 
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able, 1 have tranſcribed ſeveral Poems, 
ſuch as I thought would beſt contribute 

to — theſe Purpoſes, Fon” 


You have Talents ſo capable of Cul- | 
tivation, that to be weary of receiving In- 
ſtruction, would argue an. Ingratitude 
to Nature, and 1 cannot think you liable 


. 
n % ax = bo $3 EL SELB Bok 8 2. 6 FW ISS A 2 HA © 2 VO 2 + om F* $40) ox TE * => thy Y 
e r „ 5 5 5 LY 8 r : . 5 Bi Zh Os bet Ye EN 3 27 1 N . 
A : 3 TD * Fe 4 OR - 2 7 AE ae 2 AS. : , N n Y . 251 x | 
* - 4 


to it. Perhaps I write too often, per- : 
haps I burthen you with a Frequency of 
Subjects; or perhaps a little Laffitude 
and Inattention comes over you now and a 
then, which, at your Time of Life, are 
_ excuſable, if not indulged too far, If 
that be the Caſe, confeſs. © Such Omiſ- . 
fions call, at worſt, for the mildeſt Re- 
proof; but, I cannot help ſaying, they | 
would become many you Folks better- 
than K 


> 


. Con- 
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Convinced that you cannot be pur- 
poſely negligent, I ſhall proceed in the 
old Way. I herewith fend Mary the 


Cook-Maid's Letter 10 Dr. Sheridan, and 
The Grove, tranſlated from Paſtor Fido, 
by the Earl of Roſcommon. This is one 
of the beſt Pictures of a happy Life that 


I have ever ſeen; true Content and true 
Love, virtuous and innocent, are here : 


delineated i in their native beautiful Co- 


lours. I ſhall ſend you two or three 
more Poems which 1 think equal to the N 


: former, when Inext 1 write, and then reſt 


- awhile, or turn to ſome. other Subject. : 


1 will not hurry you. at. all. 1 requeſt 
| that. you. will write only when you : 


have Leiſure, and be at Pains to do. it 


in a right Manner. You have gain- 


ed great Eſteem by 0 doing, for ſome 
GET F 4 e Time 
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feir it. 2 25 


8 there ke any Paſlges or - Expreſſion 
in 1 what I ſend, which. require an Eclair- 
cilſement, let me know ſo much, and 
1 will explain them to you, as fully 281 
am able. All 1 do is meant to contri- 
bute to your Delight. Nothing can give 


- me more Pleaſure, than to hear that vou 


are happy. Virtue and Piety are the cer- 
tain Road to Happineſs, . Let me hear 


vou are virtuous, and 12 am ſore you are 
bappy. 


Let me know NOTER when you g⁰ 


for Richmond. My humble Service to 

5 vour Mother and Aunt. F | 

Lam, my . EE baba, 
a * 


LW. ben v. s. You 


Time paſt ; do not now begin to for- 
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P.S. You may . perceive, my. dear, - 

W that the above was written before I re- 
A ceived yours; and the Reaſons for your. 2 

| apparent Remiſſneſs are very ſatisfactory. 

I ſhall: write again to- morrow, and an- 


ſwer that Letter, et vous enxoyer Epi- - 


tre  recommendatoire... | 


þ | — 


w 


LETTER H¹ XXXIX. 


My Dear, 


Here encloſe 2 Eats to. Mr. oy 
at Richmond, under the Hill. Any: 


one. will tell you the Way to his Houſe. 4 
Go there the Morning after your: Arrival. | 


7 ; 


| Oxford, Jil 4, 11436 


If you. do, not go 12 ten o Clock, you. 
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may happen to miſs of him; ſhould that 
be the Caſe, leave the Letter, and your 


Pg and go again after r Dinner about 


A Congreſs is a Meeting of Ambaſſi- 


dors to ſettle Variances between different 
States and Kingdoms. Cambray is 

Town in Flanders, where ſuch a _ 
greſs was held. The Word quadruple 
| fignifies four. fold, and four Sovereign 


, Powers were there going to enter into 
an Alliance at that Congreſs, but, ſome 
3 firong Exceptions being ftarted,. they 


diſagreed, and broke vp. heir Party a at 
Reacts . 


< ö % 


C732 
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I think Stella and Flavia very pretty, 
but it does not, to me, carry the Air of 
Dr. Swift 8 Writing. 1 have. encloſed 
the Alley, which I promiſed mould ac- 


com pany you on your little Tour. | Con- 5 
fider the Cook-maid's Letter well, and! it 

will amuſe you much. Vou will find : 
ſome Things in it very "like what are 

called Blunders ; ſome Words are uſed for 
others, as zwhereof and whereby ; 4 ſome are 
introduced that have no Meaning at all, 
as which, and it ts four Tears, &c. Ne ow 

the Word wohich has no Relation to any | 
thing ; ; then ſee, the Clock fries ten, 3 and 5 
not that I know to my Knowledge, | In a 
Word, it is e exceeding good low Humour, Pf 
and that was all the Author intended, 
In order to reliſh any Piece well, it is 
neceſſary to confider thoroughly. I, 
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the Author propoſed, and how far he 


meant to go; 3 if be compaſſes his own 


Defign, though the Work may not en- 


tirely ſatisfy your Imagination, he has 


done his Part; and the Deficiency i is not 
to be charged on. his having done too 


| little, but on your having expetted. too 
much. Oe 


Did you ever ſee the Furniture of a 


- Lady's Dreſſing: Room ? If you have not, 


1 will ſend it to you; though it falls 
ort of Dr. gibs uſual Humour, i 
is nevertheleſs worth, your reading. In 


Fact, there cannet be any Production of 
2 great Genius, which is not worth one 


Reviſal, provided i it be within the Bounds 
; of . 


„„ 


De 
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Do you propoſe to let me know how 
I ſhall direct to you during your 
Stay at Richmond, or muſt I give over 
writing tilt your Return. to Town 2 


1 am, 
my dear Nancy, | 
yours very affe&ionately,. 
I. Fe. 


P. 8. r have. ſent you fi IX. Franks un- 
der another Cover. Vou will find Mr. 


a Mrs, Oy, ver Y. ſenſible knowing ; 
| People... ET: 
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I, SOR xc. 


Gee 70 17, 1743. 
My dear Nancy, 

7 Efterday 13 received your agreeable 
Letter; ; but you put no Vear of 

our Lord. 1 don't like this careleſs 
Way, becauſe it is the Means of con- 
acting an | ill Habit. bf Befides, you be- 

: gin a new Sentence with a ſmall Letter, 
and place no Point between that and 
your laſt, Which ought never to be done ; 
for though the ſmaller Points, ſuch as 
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Commas, and Semicolons, may be omit- 
ted, full Points never ſhould. 
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When you go to Richmond, you will 
be hurried about in ſeeing various Places. 
This was the Reaſon for my mention- 
ing an Interval, and I meant no more 3 
by it; but a8 Franks begin to be ſcarce, | 
1 ſhall be pleaſed if you write me once 
a Week, and tell me every Occurrence 
worth Obſervation in your Journeys, | 
and how you are received Perhaps 
they may be worthy to be called The 
Lach s T1 ravels (not to San, but) to 
Richmond. Vou have not yet faid when ; 
you are to ſet out, nor how you are to 
get my Letters, or tranſmit yours to me. 


The Penny-Poſt does not reach Richmond, E 
but there is an Office at Marſh Gate, 


very near the Town. Vour beſt Way | 


to write to me is, in my Opinion, to 
my your old Direction, „ and add, 5 


London. 
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I». 


| London... 1 ſuppoſe you will. take out: 
your. few Franks with you. 


1 fend. you: with this The Journal e | 
1 modern Lady. In my next, you ſhall 
: have the new Simile of a Woman ta Cloud, 
and in the next after that, the Clouds 
Anſcver; though there are ſome Indeli- 
cacies I much diſapprove. However, : 
you. are now very. capable of diſcerning, 
adopting, and rejecting, as beſt beſeems. 
I have taken up The Fu ture of a La- 
07 s Dreſing· Rbum, 1 believe, ten Times, 
in order to tranſcribe it for vou, and 
have fung it aſide as often; I find, on 
N Eaamination, „ it docs not Pleaſe. me. 


When you come from your Excurſion, 


Lwill execute : a Promiſe. I made tome 
Time 
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Ti ime ſince ; namely, to ſend you Horate's 0 


; Judgment of the Nad and Oe How 


much I regret that ſo exquifite an Author, 


a8 Horace was, ſhould not hitherto have 
been tranſlated with that Spirit and Ener- - 
gy he deſerves ! He had a moſt elegant 
Pen; yet he too had, now and then, his 
Groſſneſſes; but they „like Shakeſpeare? 8 
Puns, were rather the Fault of the Age : 
he lived in, than Deficiency in his own 
Taſte, 1 wilt however get you the beſt 
T Waden I can of the above named 


piece, and ſome others. 


he. . 


This is the third Letter have written | 


you this Week. 
lam, 


1 . my dear dear Nancy, 
„ 
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P. S. On Recollection, you had beſt 
write me by the General- Poſt, and not 
truſt to the other. I am greatly pleaſed 
with your laſt, it is ſo clean and ſo diſ- 
tint, the Faults, 1 have already men- 
toned, alone excepted, 


LETTER XCI. 
Orton. July 14, 1743. 

* ny 1 8 [ . tien 
Have juſt now received your Letter, 
and am very ſorry for your in For- 


tune; but as this Day and yeſterday have 
been pretty ſeaſonable, and as the Wea- 


ther ſeems to be ſettled, J hope it will 
now make. "You. ſome little Amends. If 
| not, 
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W not, you muſt od 
ure home dog: his 
You will polibly think TD any ads I 
dull Philoſopher, to preach up Patience 
and Forbearance to a Perſon at your Time 
of Life. I confeſs they are hard Le- ; 
ſons to learn at” any Time, but eſpecially 
ſo while. the Heart is gay, the Paſſions 
warm, and Wiſhes impetuous. Permit 
me, however, to make 'one ſhort Obſer-" 
vation, which may, in ſome Meaſure, : 
ö qualify thoſe impatient irkſome Senſa- 
| tions tat. ariſe from Dilappointments | 


The per Reaſon iy Difuppotin: 
ments fit more uneaſy on young Folks, 
than on Perſons advanced in Life, is, 
that the former aſſure themſelves of a 
propoſed 


8 2 
4 - 
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propofed Enjoyment, beyond the Power 


of Chance to prevent it. They no more 
advert to the Poſſibility of a croſs Acci- 
dent, than if there were no ſuch Thing 
in Nature. Now methinks it is eaſy to 
remember that there i 1s ſuch a Thing as 
2 Diſappointment, as well as a Delight. 
If you, my dear Nancy, when you pro- 
ject a Scheme of Pleaſure for yourſelf, 
or have one propaſed to you, would but 
make it a Rule to tay, 1 ought. not to ſet 
my Heart on this, it would awaken, you 

to all the Chances againſt you,. and ſo 
qualify your Mind as to endure the Dif- 
appointment without repining, and even 
enhance the Enjoyment, if yout. Wikhes 
are gratified s. 
ks 1 won- 


* 1 | Sons 1 this Advice way ber the 


: Cane good Effect an. ſome of my young Readers, 
8 as 


OR POT nn WO WE Tg, 


NN 
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1 wonder you neglected to take a Book 


with you. Ner a” travel without | one; 


if you do, you go \ without. your beſt Com- = 
panion, in Caſe of foul 8 or Dif- N 


appointments. 18412 


O 


If the Weather Thould' continue fa- 
vourable, which I hope it may, do not, 


as.it had on Mis Babe. She adopted it the Mo- 


ment (it was given to her, as the Baſis of her fu- 


ture Happineſs, - It is her never-failing Cuſtom to 


meet all Diſappointments, whether ih a trivial or 7 
a material -Concern, with the moſt perfect Com- 


poſure of Mind. She may indeed, with great Pro- 


priety, be ſaid to be before-hand with i Chances; 
fince,” on a Seleme of Pleafure being propoſed, ſhe 
immediately adverts to the Prevention, inſteag ok 
the Acquiſition; neither does this give any Flat- 


neſs to her Enjoyments, for I have heard her ſay 


it either increaſes her Reliſh or their Value; her 
Pleaſures not being worn out In Anticipatien, they 


come to her with all the Gloſs of Surprize and 


Novelty. She attributes the whole Exertion of 


this philoſophical Virtue, and the Advantages ſhe 


has reaped from it, to the kind and —— mw 


AruQtion given by her Tutor in this Letter. 


F 
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by any Means, omit the Sight of Hanp- 
ton Curt, Ham Walks, and Kee Garden 


© You neither tell me when: you went 
| out, nor whether you received the Let 
ters I ſent you, after the Date of your 
laſt, with the Extracts from Cadenus and 
| Vangfa, and The Journal of the modern 
Nr but I can excuſe that, conkidering 


$& ; 
nn $31.5 C6 Wu Aike \ 


your Unesüneſs. I this reaches Jen! at 


Richmond, | Prey walt“ on. Mr... Lads 
Oy, with my hearty: Service, 
bY” 1 M ach Enjoyment attend: you, ifs you * 
en e 1 ee if you do not! 


"your entirely, 2 
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6 Dear, | + "Om 


F 1144; 


en yours of the I 15 jult now. 


1- am glad your Mama has conde- 5 
ſcended to ſtay another Week, for, not- 
withſtanding my philoſophic Admonij- N 
tion, it would grieve me that you mould 
be diſappointed of your propoſed Plea- : 
ſure. I hope you will let me know how 
you like the Places you ſee about Rb. 
mond. The Country all around is charm- | 
ing. 5 ſure not to omit the Green, nor 
indeed any Place. Every Object is Food 
to a contemplative Mind; and without 

Obſervation our 'T ravels are nothing 


* 
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: oth 3 751743. 


worth, 5 
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worth. You may ſmile perhaps at my 


Application of the Word Travel, to your 


little Excurſion, and think it rather ludi- 


crous ; 3 but I do not mean it ſo. At yout 
early Time of Life, and conſidering the 


little you have ſeen of the World, the 
Phraſe 3 is not ſo tied wy at firſt i 


may appear. 


Vou ſeem n not to reliſh. your | 


at Mr, Ony's; you think-it was cold, 
| but it conſiſted only in Manner. A ſecond 
or third V fit will convince you of this, 
They are very friendly, fincere People, 
bur have no Oſtentation. Such Perfons 


generally improve upon our Acquaintance, 
whereas thoſe who are full of Profeſſions 


and external Ceremonies, like great Pro- 


| mite oo often defraud our ExpeQations 


In 
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In your Progreſs to Hompton Court, 


1 beg you will obſerve the Village of 
7 eddington. Ic is a Place which 1 love | 


As ſoon as I end the Ae to f 


the Simile here encloſed, 1 ſhall give 


you any Thoughts on the Dean's Way 


of treating theſe Subjects; but this 


muſt be after your Return to London. 5 
Give my humble Service to your Ma- 
ma. 1 wiſh you both much Pleaſure. 


Be ſure, to write me again before you 
go. away, and let me have the ' whole 
Hiſtory of your TI ravels and Adven- 


tures; ; and pray take Time in doing 
it; you ſeem to write in Haſte, at leaſt 
your two "laſt Letters carry this Ap- . 
pearance, lt is nor how peedy, but 
Vor. Il. e 6 ie eee how 
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worth. You may ſmile perhaps at my 
1 Application of the Word Travel, to your 

little Excurſion : and think it rather ludi- 


crous ; but I do not mean it ſo. At your 
early Time of Life, and conſidering the 


little you have ſeen of the World, the 
| Phraſe is not ſo . as, at "On it 


"ny: appear. 


You ſeem not to reliſh your ceptio! 


at Mr, O—y's; you think it was cold, 
but it confified only in Mner. A feeond 
or third Viſit will cor 
They are very friendly, fiticere People, 
” bur have v0 Oftentation.” 8 Such Perſons 


8 


1 ce you of this, 


generally improve upon our Acquaintance, 
whereas thoſe. who are full of Profeſſions 


and external Ceremonies, like great Pro- 
miſersto0ofien defraud our ene | 
| In 


GENUINE LETTERS. 121 
In your Progreſs to Honpton Court, 


"1 beg you will obſerve the Village of 


Teddington. It is a Place which I love 
. 


As . a8 1 had. the FO to 


the Simile here encloſed, I ſhall give 


- you my Thoughts on the Dean 8 Way 
of treating theſe Subjects; but this 
muſt be after your Return to London. 
8 Give: my humble Service to your Ma- 


1 with you both much Pleaſure. 
Be 3 to write me again before you 


8⁰ away, and let me have the whole fe 


Hiſtory of your. Travels and Adven- 
tures; „ and pray take Time in doing 


It} ;-you ſeem to write in Haſte, at leaſt 
5 your two - laſt Letters carry this Ap- 
| pearance. tt is nor how Taal" but 
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how properly you acquit yourſelf, that 
will gain ee 5 


I am, my dear, 
* moſt afletionate 


.. 


LETTER To. 
"IM AC e. ou. «Jab 20, 1743 
My Dear, 


AM glad, my last arrived fafe, and 
that you have. had the Satisfaction 


err 


Worth Obſetvation. 3 ſhould. be Pleaſet 
if your Mama would ler you ſtay a lit 
11 tle longer, as you ſeem to like i to) well; 
4 think too it would be of arte to 

both 


; of ſeeing ſome Things about Ric 


—— — F 
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both your Healths. You may give my 
RNeſpects, and ſay I} Join in the Requeſt 
that ſhe would . this Indulgence. 


IF 1 40 law U you ſpeak . 


of; but why not buy the Book, if you can · 


not borrow or hire it? 1 would rather r you 
ſhould do ſo, than have your Curioſity 


1 left ungratified ; and as 1 know the pru- 
5 dent Motive that, has reſtrained you { from 
; making the Purchaſe, I beg you Will let 
me be at the Charge of all ſuch Books 
as: You wiſh ſhould compoſe your little 


Library. But you need not be quite ſo 
much at a Loſs where you are., Mr. 


 O—y has a good Collection of Authors, 
and if you will aſk the Favour, I am ſure 


he will lend you any you deſire, or let 


700 come and chuſe for yourſelf, But 


6 2 then 
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then you muſt take great Care of wh at 
vou have, and regularly return one when 
you wiſh for another, otherwiſe you will 
| find him reluctant. Some Perſons would 
perhaps accuſe him herein of being par- 
ticular, but it is a Particularity which I 
have frequently ſeen; and why ſhould a 
Compliance with it be | deemed hard, 
fince it is no more than is confiſtent with 
; common good Manners? Lovers of read- 
ing very often take up a capricious Fond- 
8 neſs for their own Books ; and, in Caſe 
of an Author being loſt, it is not always 
that a new, and perhaps e Edition 
will make Amends. | 


1 have fee Lord Cholmondeleys $ fine 
9 Room, but it was not finiſhed when I 
Jaw it. 5 


The 
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The Cloud was written by Dr, Sheri- 
| dan, I think, but the Anſwer by Dr. 


Swift. The latter is, in my Opinion, 


much the wittieſt, ſo I have ſent it en- 
cloſed, | | 5 | s, 


| I hope your Stay will be prolonged, 
for you will not eaſily forgive yourſelf, 
if you do not ſee Hampton Court, and 
the fine Cartoons of the immortal Ra- 
pbael. The Stair-Caſe, and the Beauties 
of King William's' Court, are well worth 
your Notice, as are the Lodge and Caſ- 


cade in Buſhy Park, Ham Walks will 
alſo give you great Pleaſure, but of ano- 


ther Kind. The former will rather 
raiſe your Wonder, (I mean the Court 


and Paintings) the latter inſpire with a 
| boft Delight, You will be more at home 


1 here, 
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here, as you are happily poſſeſſed of a 


greater Reliſh for the humble, than the 
exalted Scenes of Life. Henee you will 


feel much Indulgence, I believe, in paſl- 
ing through my favourite Village, Ted. 
dington. 


T have now done with Dr. 8wift, and 


ſhall, by way of Foil, ſend you the De- 
: ſeription of a" Lady's Dreſing-Rown; which 
N is an Imitati ion (but far inferior) of the 
[ff | | 

I Dceœctor's Way of Writing; however you 
| may, in ſome Meaſure, learn what 10 
| avoid, by reading it. There are many 


Things in that Part of Ovid's Art of 
Love, which Mr. Congreve has tranſlated, 
worth noticing, in order to a Lady's 
making herſelf agreeable, beſides the cri- 
minal Part. This latter * to be 


0 e 


(and you are very capable of doing it) 
from the truly- uſeful and allowable, nay 
commendable Precepts, uu. he lays | 


down. 


| After ſendin g you ſome few Reflections 
en Swifts Way of Writing; Twill tun 
to Horace next. It is a great Pity" that we 
have never yet had a good'Franſlation of 


him; bur ſo it is; and indeed he is ſo 


difficult to be rightly hit of, that 1 deſpair g 


of ever ſeeing one. 


2 2 


ky am, my dear Nancy, 
* Pour moſt faithful Friend, 


- 5 * Ed my 
. 230 4. 214 


p. 8. Tam much pleaſed with your laſt 


Letter. . 
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carefully and judiciouſly diſtinguiſhed 


—— te = = nn * 


EON Alt E913 P. 


N 1 HAD the Pleaſure of yours of the 


ſooner. ee eee ene 


I ſup poſe you will go to Hampton Court, 
Where I think you had better ſtay a Night, 
that you may ſee every thing at Leiſure, 
All the Places 1 wrote you of are in 
your Way. Let me ſcheme for you. 


— 
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224 inſtant. N o Letters go from this 
on Saturday, ſo 1 6 not . ms 


6 the Weather prove fair this Week, 


v 


I would 
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I would go by Water to Hampton | 


Court, return the next Morning on Foot, 
(it is a pleaſant Walk) through. the Park, 
to Teddington, there take Water to Ham 
Houſe, and from that walk to Richmond. 


Now your Mama and you have got 
to ſo pleaſant a Spot, methinks 1 would 
have you ſtay ſome Time. AST ſaid be- 
fore, it will improve your Health and 
Spirits. If you are come abroad with 
Finances too narrow. for this, let me 5 
know, and I can give you a Draught 
on Mr. Oy. He is my Banker; all 
my Monies go through his Hands, ſo 
there is | nothing pw per or inconve- 


vient in it. 


1 
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. am much delighted with your deli. 


| . cate Reaſons for declining my Offer of 
l you with Books ; ; but hoop are 


dear 9 . may e Aide 


to your Health or Pleaſure, 1 think 
8 well beſtowed, that 1 is to. ſay, While you 
are fo deſerving i in every Reſpect. Pen. 


1 haps | might do the ſame, were Your 
2 Merit not quite equal to what i it is, bu 
. not | with the ſame good Will; and [ 
know your Diſpſition would feorn' to be 
. Mind when you thought: 0 bow not 


deſerve the Obligation. 
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As I told you in my laſt, Mr. 05 
1 am ſure, will let you have any Book 
you deſire. If you could find the Lit 
of Guzman d: * I think 3 it would 

entertals 
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entertain Jou. 1 well remember, when 


K was young. it entertained me. 


191 1 * 18 4 Lo GU W F 6 + 
1 q 


— — 


I expect to be called to London fome 
Time next Month, but am not certain 
exactly when. You ſhall know before I 
ſet out, N ow to what I propoſed about | 


Dr. _— 


Although Swift was a very nice Judge 
of Mankind, (I mean herein to include 


both Sexes) and conſequently found 
many Things to cenſure, and might poſ- 


* fibly, on: that Account, have too great a 
Contempt for che Generality of the 
World, yet we muſt not thence con- 


elude, that he was either a Man-Hater: 


Bi 
or a Woman-Hater. | He wanted only 


C43 14913 211 51 


0 correct Vices; and though he launched 


66 e into 
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into perſonal. Satire againſt many parti- 


ticular: Men, (who, 1 believe, deſerved 


it at his Hands) yet 1 do not remember 
chat he has been guilty of the ſame againſt 
the fair der . 

f in the next Place it may be obſerved, 
that he has perhaps Painted his Charac- 
ters larger than. the Life, as the Painters 
Phraſe it; but this} 18 often. neceſſary, to 
; make the deeper Impreſſion, as Figures 
larger than the Life muſt be. adopted 
ſometimes in Painting and. Statuary, for 


the very ſame Purpoſe, eſpecially when 


” placed at a great Diſtance. But who- ] 


ever reads his . Works: attentively, will 
find that his. Characters, though fome- 


* 1110 N Ft | 


times too grong, are nevertheleſs per- 
ep bog | 2847009 Of 


bel natural.” 


. 
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Ulis Satire or Cenſure of your Sex has 


various Sources. It i is ' ſometimes drawn 


from Faults incident to the Sex in gene- 
ral; that is to ſay, Faults, or rather 


Weakneſſes, | which Women are more 
ſubject to than Men, and which may 


be ſaid to i from the hs itſelf ; for 


Example, Fear, Whims, and idle Fan- 5 
cies. Theſe, you ſee, he wiſhes to era- 


dicate from their Minds. 


At other Times his Satire ariſes from 
Taults, to which your Mode of Edu- 


cation expoſes you; namely, Afſectation 5 
Diſſemblin g, Tittle-Tattle, amuſing your- 


ſelves with Trifles of Dreſs, Colours, 


Shapes, Sc. for which indeed you are not 
to be blamed'yourfelves, but the Perſons 


| are, Who have had the Care of * Vouth. 


Some 


— 


— oF 2 nu — — ä — — - ——— — - — —— — - frond k ; — 
2 8288 ">>> Foy TT re S S I EE 2 . : —_— 
— a PS —— 8 = or 2 6 33 EEE ˙ oe = Oo In —— — = >. ——— > 
—_—— Ea — . . — 2 — wy — err mT 5 _— 
Ys, x * — . 3 - 2 — > 3 
2 — - & — "4 3 — RY * F "Ix - — 
2 * : 2 pe +. ji 2 4 ” 5 2 wy * - : ap ha 3 7 
* K — > C — RELIES . —— — * 5 — n 3 4 . hn 
2 2 DD > r 2 — , > _ 2 - - Ny — - 


1 
L 5 
: * 
AE | 

1 
1 
LH zz 
þ <1] 
: 

7 
Fo 


* 


; * GENUINE LETTERS. 


i. Po, 


Some Faultineſſes which he \arraigns, 
are thoſe that attend certain Times and 

: Places, as Faſhions; 4 and I take the M. 
dern Lach ts to be of this Sort. © : Others a are 
what this or chat particular V Woman runs 


„4 


into, Which ariſe out * Affectation or 


RN (43- VF. 33 


| Vanity, and wear, at the ſame Time, the 
Semblance of Virtue, Such! is the Chis 


e + 
: mer. of Artin 4. 5 


1 "ih 


| Perhaps the Author had ſome parti 


; cular . Woman. in his View when he 


= ab 10 175 N 


a this Character, Phryne, and | Sapphy, 


De 49 Js v4 3 &d 


Kc. ſo 0 poſhbly had Vir, Congreve, when 


141481 ; { 42 4 ee? 


TY +l vw 


4-4 * DIS 


| he drew, Doris a1 and | Amoret, but then they 


— 2 — . 44. N 


take. ( Care not to expoſe any one. of 


LETT 25 111 


all theſe, 1 think Amoret the niceſt; be. . 


921 F i 11 495 1 as 


«4 212 4 


eauſe her Faults are hardly Aiſtinguiſh 
1 from Virtue, and ſuch. as are moſt 
likel 
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kikely to impoſe not only on the World, 


but even on the Perſon Who has them; 
and I' do ſay, a Girl of good Senſe and 
aà virtuous Diſpoſition, is not in ſo much 
| Danger of becoming, Pbryne or Doris, or | 


even Artimeſia or Sappho, as ſhe is of be- 


coming an Amoret. : The laſt Stanza of 


this little Poem, namely, 


. She likes herſelf, yet others hater, 
For that which in her ſelf /he prize, 


And while ſhe laughs at them, forgets: 
She is 1 en which foe deſpiſes,. 


is the moſt judicious and moſt true Re- 
mark J ever read on the Sex, and yet 
e leaſt noticed. By the bye, it may 

very often be applied to our Sex as well 
as yours, and with as much Propriety. 


Thus 
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Thus you ſee the Doctor has thewn 
| your Sex what they ought to ſhun, in 
ſome Poems, and what they ought to be, 
in others; namely, in his Biddy Floyd 
a | Lady at Court, Stella, Mrs, B——, 
ce. | 95 75 


Adieu, my ; dear, I ſhall write you 
foon ſome further Thoughts, perhaps 
to-morrow or next Day; ; but I am afraid 
11 tire you. 


** 


Im, 
yours, 


LE T. 
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149 


Hare not yet got Time to make A 


Copy of The Dreſing-Room for you, 
but ſhall do i it by the next l and 


4 then to Horace. | 


Beſides what I mentioned in my laſt 


Letter relative to female Faults, there are 


ſome which proceed from the Condition 


of Life. Women, by their Conſtitu- 
tion, by their Frame of Body and Mind, 


are more formed for Subjection, than 


Men are. Some People indeed have dif- 


puted this, but i it has been rather to ſhew < 
their Wit and Parts, than for any other 


| Pur- 
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Purpoſe, for the Fatt is too evident to be 


denied. Allowing it to be fo, there are 
then ſome Temptations which ariſe from 
| the Condition of the Sex. A Deſire of 


| m 

5 Rule, or perhaps of having their Will, . 

| 5 1 
5 which is as firong in many Women as in 

en 467 3Y7T apt i [ 
Men, naturally incites them to find out 

; I}, ads . \ 

ſome crafty Methods to ol tain it. By N 

HT SH 60 F $5 1 


5 che Prerogative of our Sex, we 89 3 
ſhorter and more direct Way t: to "work, 


: Some maſculine Women do the. fame, 


a 1 * % 4 I fs 4281 Os 


eſpecially when they oct with ſoft, 


5 24 


eaſy, womaniſh Men ; but, for the moſ 
Part, it is otherwiſe, Women then, [ 


 fay, who are defirous of Sway, are re- 


20 — 15 


duced to peculiar Contrivances to obtain 


A. + we ” 4 — b on 


it: they muſt pr: to Act and Cunning 


T6 $] = l 


to wheedling or teazing, according to 


F307" #61 4 


the Temper of the a they have to 
| deal 
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deal with. I do not mean to infer from 
I this, that Women are by Nature more 
inſincere, more cunning, flattering, or 
more affected than the Men, but that 


it is only the Condition, whereto tbe 


ber b of their 81 weer e | 
indirect Practices. T 0. 3 e we 
may obſerve that Children, (Boys I mean) 
will do the ſelf ſame Thing, to obtain 
what they want from their Parents; ; fo 
will Servants , or any Inferiors, from their | 
Maſters and Superiors. But Women, 
who have humane and reaſonable Huſ- 
bands, and who are reaſonable them- 
ſelves, or are independent, (in either of 
which Caſes the Condition is difterent 


from what 1 before deſcribed) are not 
chargeable with ſuch Subtleties ; J ſay, 
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we do not ſee them make Uſe of any of 
theſe little, though too often neceflary, 
Arts, 

too long on a Subject too grating to a 


| ſerve, that ſome Faults flow from the 


more ariſe from Education, but moſt 


allow that there is ſuch a T hing as maſ- 
culine and feminine Virtues, What is 


but believe I may affirm, that there 


are Virtues, as well as Vices, in general, 


1 fear T have tired you. I have dwelt 
female Ear; I ſhall therefore only ob- 
Sex, (are generical, if I may fo call them) 
from their Condition or Station 1 in Life. 

I think it is Dr. 1 who will not 


Virtue in a Man, is ſo in a Woman, 
ſays he. I will not diſpute that Opinion, 


more 
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more ſtrongly implanted in the one | Sex, 
than in the other; as for Example, Fear, 
Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, Sc. in Women, 
and Intrepidity, Roughneſs, Har d; 0 
Sc. in Men. There are moreover ſome 

Faults and Frailties pardonable in the one 


Sex, which are abominable in the other. 


A young Fellow who rambles about, 
and runs Riot, is eaſily forgiven; if a 
young Woman ſhould do fo, ſhe 1s gone 
at once. As Rowe ſays, OT 


fits like Stars that fall, to riſe ns more. 


1 do not preſume to . but that the 
World is rather unjuſt to be ſo indul- 


gent on the one Hand, and ſo ſevere on 


5 the other ; a but that 1 is no Kind of Alle- 


. viation 
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viation td the young Woman who ets 
Few herſelf to ſuch Danger. 


E There' ans ſome Inſtances on the othe 
G Hand, If a Woman is frighted at Tiff 
or Shadows, ſhe is compatſonated ; ; 1 3 1 
Man ſo circumſtanced, would be rid. : 
culed. If Women put on affected Ain 
or are over- ſolicitous about their Drill . 
- and Appearance, at worſt they are & E 


-ſpiſed, perhaps only pitied; but let a Ma 
be guilty of ſuch Thin gs, he is deteſted 


"Theſe Hints, my dear, were oct 4 
ſioned by the Poems 1 ſent you. I. ; 
may purſue chem to a greater Lengt ; 
; and they may ſerve as uſeful Warning : 
to ſhew you where your Danger lies, u I | 
0 preſerre yon from falling into it. To kno 

Whef 
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where we are moſt weak, is one Step 
towards our Security. Every young Per- 
ſon, eſpecially a Female, coming into 
Life, ſhould nicely obſerve the Diſtinction 
between the Virtues and Vices of both 


$ =p and be able wo aſcertain the reſpec- 
tive Conduct neceſſary to be purſued. 


The Poſt is juſt come in, but I hre 
nothing! from you. I hope you are well. 
My next Letter ſhall be on a quite. dif- 
| ferent Subject. 


Je fois, ma chere N annere, tres ba. 
Pan 
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* 5 1 TER Kc. 


| Oxon, Ful 4 29, 174 


usr now, my dear, 1 have the Plex: 
ſure of yours of the 27th, and thank 


5 you for it. 1 do not call this an Anfiver 
but barely an Acknowledgment 3 for | 
am obliged. to defer ſending g you the 


Copy of Verſes I promiſed, and writing 
what I propoſed, being compelled to go 
out of Town for ſome few Days-; ; but 


do not let that hinder your writing to 


me, for your Letters will be ſent to 


me, and I can anſwer them from the 
Country. 


I won- 


. — — add : Minot a 
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1 wonder, you have ſo long put off 
going to Hampton Court, You. ſhould- | 
have ſeized your firſt good Weather for 5 
that; that is, if your Mama did not diſ- 
approve it; but if ſhe found herſelf in- 
dlined to reſt at Richmond, IL. make no 
Doubt but your warmeſt Deſires for 
Pleaſure would be ſubmitted to ber : 
Eaſe. No Duty is fo graceful as that 
; which is paid to a Parent, and it ſhould 
| be continued: through Life; the firſt to 
be taken up, the laſt to be laid afide, 


When you return to o Landon 1 wil 5 
1 to get you a little Hoard of 
Franks; but, i in, the mean Time, write 
on, and give me Pleaſure. My Re- 
arement will be im proved, as my Hours 
n M8 
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of Buſineſs are relieved, by our Cone. 
ſpondence. | N 


4 


My Service to your Mama. 


* am, my dear, 
ever yours, | 


Sy 


LETTER XCVI. 


— 


1 1 dear Nancy, I received yours of 
wwe 13th of July, and yeſterday I had 
bl another of the th inſtant.” I cannot ac- 
count for the Letter having been five 
"op on the Road. 


Oxon. Aug. 21, 1743. 


T my Return to this Place, my 


Vour 
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Your being taken fick upon your Tour 
muſt be both A Diſappointment and In- 


convenience. hs hope however your Dit. 
order will not increaſe. If it ſhould, 
and Wu are unable to write, beg your Y 
; Mama to favour me with a Line, as 
you may reaſonably ſuppoſe 1. mall . 
otherwiſe be kept in a very uneay 
Suſpence, 1 5 ee 


Suffer me here to would you with a: 
little Caution, which however 1 cannot : 
think you Rand in Need of. There is 


an idle Cuſtom, wherein too many of 


your Sex indulge themſelves, which | 


ought to be carefully guarded againſt; 


I mean that of complaining for Trifles, 


and endeavouring to impoſe a light In- 


E diſpoſition for a material Illneſs, Some 
| | H 2 N Ladies 
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Ladies who. follow this Practice, per- 
5 haps would never dream of doing it of 
. their own Accords, but they have ſeen 
the Affectation in others, and fancied 
it became them; thus they are guilty 
; of, that through Imitation, which they 
would never have been through Prin- 
ciple. Such Perſons draw on themſelves 
one Inconvenience at leaſt, namely, that 
of not being credited, when they are 
really ill, 


To divert you, 1 will quote a Paſ- 
; age out of Horace, ſomewhat fimilar 
to this. 1 own the Tranſlation to be 


very indifferent, but the Senſe is ex- 
cellent. 


4 ſmall Retainer in a great Man's Train, 
Wh 11 ts aſeing, and doth fill complain, 
I want 


I 
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I want a good Surtout— tis very cold 
My Trunk is rifled, and I've loſt my Gold, | 
Does like thoſe cheating Punks, who often mourn, 


I've loft my little Dog—my Gown is torn— 
Until, at laſt, unheeding the Complaint, 


Me give no Credit to their real Want, 
One that has often been abus d, grows ſoy, 
| He views a Beggar with a heedleſs Eye, 

N Charity beflows, altho he ſwears, 


By Heav'n, (and ſo oftens ev? ry Oath with Tears } 
Believe me, I'm in Want—and ſadly cries, 


Ocr uel I help the poor De Croud replies, | 
A d'autres, Friend-—we know you and your 


Lies, 5 


1 wiſh there \ were a good Tranſlation 
of Horace, for your Sake, but it is what 
1 deſpair of ever ſeeing: however, x 
would have you acquainted with him 

even in ſuch Tranſlation as we have. L 
will get you the beſt I can very ſoon. | 
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He is a Treaſure that you would be glad 
to be poſſeſſed of; and though you may 
reliſh him but indifferently,. as he is 
given in our Language, yet it is better 

- than not to be acquainted w ith him 
at all. 


I do not know how long it may be 
befuor I ſee London. If you are willing 
therefore, we W in ſupply the Abſence as 
uſual, by Letter, and perhaps to better 
| Ae chan if we were together. | 


Ia, my dear; 
yours, 


J. p. 


P. S. Since 
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P. S. Since writing the above, I = 


a Letter from Mr. Km and one from 


| vou, about the Parcel of Snuff you have 


been ſo good to ſend me. 3 thank you 
very kindly. Such little Remembrances = 


are endearing, and ſometimes more ſo 


than material Services; ſince the latter 
, are-generally called out by ſome occaſional 


Claim of Exigency, whereas the former 


are the Reſult of a conſtant Attention and 


Inclination to oblige. The Portugueſe have 


a pretty Adage, or Proverb, to this _ 


poſe, which means, 
Civility cofts little, and gains much. 


Vou aſk about the unhappy Acci- 


dent, mentioned in the News- Papers. 
You perceive, by this, that the Diſaſter 
„ did 
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did not befal me. It is true, the poor 

Servant was drowned, by the Boat over. 
5 ſetting. Mr. L— was got out, without 
any Damage. I was not in the Boar, | 
have neither mentioned it in writing, nor 
_ talked of it to any one, when I could 
avoid it. Such Events, 1 think, are 
painful to the Hearer as well as the 


Speaker ; for this Reaſon WO did not hint 
it to Mr. kx. 


A great Concourſe of Company is to 
be at our Races this Week. This 
Hal will be crouded. . The. Duke of 
Hamilton, Earl of Orrery, and bis Son, 
Lord - Boyle, Will lye here; a Brother 
of Mr. L— from the Indies, W 
more Gentlemen. N 


Give 
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Give my hearty Service to your Mama | 
and Aunt ; thank them for their kind 
Concern about me, and write me when 
you think * 


1 am, again and again, ; 
your affectionate Friend, 


7 . P. 


(LETTER xcym. 


55 Oxon. 824 26, 743. 
Ah Dear, 


Have yours of the 23d, for which 1 

am much obliged, fince it brings me 
News of your Amendment. Tr may ap- 
pear odd to fay, Fam now very glad to 
be informed that you have been verita- 
nent malade ; ; as 1 would rather that a 
885 H EE Perſon, 
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Perſon, for whom L entertain ſuch a high 
' Efteem, as I do for you, ſhould be loſt 
to Health, than loſt to Truth. In ſuch 
A Caſe a8 ours, however, 1 know the 
Generality of che World would not call 
it a Falſhood, only an Equivocation; but 
ſurely, inſtead of mending the Matter, 
this] is only making it worſe; the Fault 


is the ſame, with the Aggravation of 
Meanneſs. We ſee frequent Inſtances 


. hereof in the common Occurrences of 
Life, and People are either inſenſible, or 
regardleſs of them, But call the Trani. 
greſſion what by Name you will, till i it is 


ſuch as 1 thought you incapable of, and 


am pleaſed to be confirmed i in my Opi. 


nion; though by your calling my Quo- 


tation from Horace a bitter Pill, you cer 
taimly ſtrained it to a Meaning I did not 


- intend 
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intend you ſhould. I had ſome Suſpi- 


cion of this when I wrote i it. However, 


I choſe to leave it for you to comment 


on, and for myſelf to defend afterwards, 
5 which I. thus do. 


Every. Fable bas, or may have, a ge- 


neral, as well as a particular Applica- 
tion. Our Story ſhews. the Danger of 
people uſing falſe Pretences, on various 
Occaſions, and thereby running a Riſque 
of not being believed, when they ſpeak 
Truth. This! is the general Moral or Ap- h 
plication. The particular Moral is ſpe- 
cified 1 in the kept Woman lofing her Cre- 


dit with her Friend, . by pretending eter- 
nal Wants and. Loſſes; a Hanger - on with ; 
his Retainer ; and a Beggar with the Paſ- 
ſenger. Now you choſe to introduce Al 


„ parti» 
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paricular Application to your own Ill 
neſs, which 1 thought I had grarded 
_ againſt in my Premiſal to the Quotation, 
It ſeems you did not think ſo, and there 
: was no Harm 1 in it; it was but the na. 
tural Reſult of a firong and a nice Feel 


ing ; ; and, were it an Error, I would rea · 


dily take it on myſelf, being, as I am, 


the Source of it; and again aſſure you! 


meant only to amuſe, not to reproach 
vou. 


1 have . Horace for you ; ; but 
; the Tranſlation being very indifferent, 
many Alluſions made to Roman Cul 
noms, and Roman Names of People and 
Places introduced, 1 fear it will read 
| | very heavily. You would neverthelcf 
| find it worth your while to put up with 
— | 7 
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the former, and be at ſome extraordinary 
Pains to make yourſelf acquainted with 
the others, for the Sake of the prudent 
Sayings, Advices, Maxims, and Reflec- 
tions, wherewith the Author abounds. 
In ſhort, you muſt, for once, be contented 
with the utile without the dulce, for the 
| latter is all left behind with the Ori- 
ginal. It will ſomewhat reſemble a 
Wholeſome Pill, without any Gilding. 


There is another Author I want to 

make you acquainted with, and that is 
_ Longinus on the Sublime. 1 will get one 
for you, and ſend it with Horace. Ob- 
ferve, my dear, while I am recommend- | 
 ing'thefe to you, I have no Defign to 

"induce you to ſet up for a Critic, or a 
female Pedant, only to enable you to 
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know the Extent of your own Jude- 
. ment; and . how to correct and regulate 
it to your Profit and Pleaſure. For 
this Purpoſe merely it is that I. wiſh to 
make you acquainted | with ſome of the 
beſt Writers of Antiquity, who accu- 
rately diſtinguiſh between Senſe and Non- 
ſenſe, true and falſe Wit, Humour and 
Farce, Sublime and Bombaſt, a noble 
Flight and a Rant, a graceful Complaint 
and an unbecoming Whining. 


The melancholy Arten which you 


| enquire about, happened in the follow- 
ing Manner. | 


We were at a Treat which a new Comer 
ta the Hall gives to the other Students. It 
e e Was 
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was at the celebrated Place, called God- 
; | ſow, where Fair Roſamond, the Favourite 
of Henry II. Was buried. A Branch of. 
the Tis runs there, which at London i is. 
called the Thames. There is a Bridge of 
two Arches; the one was ſtopped up, 
in order to catch Fiſh chere, ſo the whole 
stream Was thrown into the other. Mr. 


L— had taken his Servant i into his Boat, 


and was endeayouring | to. puſh through 
the Arch, which he had, at other Times, 
done without Difficulty . but, on this 
Occaſion, the Impetuoſity of the Current 
x ſuddenly drove the Boat back with great 
Violence ; ; Mr. 1.— ſtumbling againſt 
his Servant, they were both thrown for- 
cibly « on the Edge of the Boat, and oe- 
cafioned it to be ſo far overbalanced, as 


to be filled with Water, Apprehenſive 0 
that 
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that the Boat would immediately fink, 
Mr. L— jumped out, and was taken up 

without the leaſt Harm ; but the Servant, 
ſtaying longer by the Boat, was drove 
further from the Bank, and being unable 

to ſwim, he unfortunately ſunk, before 
the Boat, which took up his Maſter, 
could reach him. They once or twice 
got a Pole under him „ bnt could not ſave 
him. I did not fee the firſt Part of the 
Misfortune, for I was not come out 
from Dinner, but arrived Time enough 
to fee Mr. L— taken VP» and the poor 

Man delt. 


1 have gratified your Curiofity, but you 
-need not tell the Story out of your Family. 
There is fomething very mocking i in the 
Idea of A Poe” Creature "—_ ſnatched 
thus 
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thus from Life, in an n Inſtant, and, as 
Shakeſpeare fays 4 


Wi th all bis Inper fein on his Head, 


| and Calamities like theſe ſheds ferveins 


a Warning to us all, to lead ſuch Lives, 

as might beſt enable us to meet ſuch 
Deaths, if called on. 15 

Adieu, my dear, | 

1 am always yours, VY 

8 P. 


* 
L] 
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- E $ f f 1 
k l p . 7 i 
» 
U — * A —— 414 # — 


Tex Oren, ea 28, 1743 
Dear N. anicy, 


* juſt now ont 3 of the 
26th. Some Miſtakes have happened 


5 | between us about Dates, which we can- 


not 
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not eaſily ſettle, I find, and fome Mi 


carriages in the Poſt, which we cann 


repair; therefore I do not hold | it won 
our while to enter into a Diſcuffion abou 
them. Time ill-employed i is worſe tha 
Time unemployed, and the laſt is bal 


enough ir in all Conſcience, 50 


＋ he entire 'Occation of my writin 
juſt now is to tell you that I go into th 
Country, to Te, to-morrow early, anl 
: ſhall not return for two or three Days Z 
When 1 do, 1 ſhall ſend you Horace and ; 
Longinus. You are probably thinking 5 
of their Arrival now 3 I therefore hold N 
8 neceſſary to make an Apology for not git 
tifying the Expectation I have raiſed. * 
2 is, in ſome Degree, like not paying ! ; 
Debt Which we have volu ntarily cor 


, tracted. * 5 
voi 


Wl the Holy Scriptures, and the Apocrypha, 
which L recommended, and to let me have 


W your T houghts of them. Why da you 


But 1 do not deſire to burry you. Write, 
W when you find the Spirit of writing upon 


z inclined to it. 
Adieu, my dear Nancy, 


J. P. 
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You promiſed to read thoſe Books i in 


W not ſo employ yourſelf now, and write 
| your Thoughts at your Leiſure? When 
| you get Horace and Longinus, there will 
be a new. Subject of Correſpondence, = 


you, that ! is, when you | find yourſelf beſt - 


L E T. 
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LETTER C. 


Oron. . 4 1744 
MN dear Nancy, 


JT now 1 kive the Plenſare « of 
yours. I have been hurried exe 
ſince I wrote you laſt, I am this Even. 
ing returned to Town, and muſt leavei 


again early to-morrow Morning. 


My preſent Buſineſs _ occaſions a ſecond 
Diſappointment in the Books I promiſed 
They cannot come till I return ; but, 
believe me, you ſhould not wait ſo long 
for them, if it were in my Power 1 
Prevent it, I have known People who 
made a Point of baulking young Folks 


of 


if Preſents and Enjoyments that had 
deen promiſed them, from a prudent 


| Defign (as they termed it) of inuring 


the moſt dangerous Way of proceed- 
Dag in the World. Beſide that it will 


l 
Whould be hurt than improved by it) 
| Iris practiſing Cunning and low Artifice 
40 ich them; ſetting them a bad Exam- 
; ple; for as ſoon as they are old enough 


it 


Wc induced to practiſe the ſame with you, 


y another. Hence they are early ſe- 


Z duced from the firſt great Principle of 


may 
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em early to Diſappointments, I hold | 
ever anſwer the End propoſed (for it 


| will be much more likely the Temper 


: 0 diſcover the Means you uſe, they will | 


Wand endeayour to counteract one Craft 


oodneſs, Truth, and by Degrees all 


chat is open and 1 ingenuous in the Mind 
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may be quenched, ere they know 4 
Value of it. 


ſhall be ſent on Wedneſday; if I & 
not, you cannot have them till Friday, 
Wait with | Patience till then, and ! 
| think you need not wait longer. I be. 


faction. Our Correſpondence about 
. Books, and Obſervations on them, has 


be at your own Choice, I will not 
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If 1 return on Tueſday, your Books 


heve Longinus will give you great Satis 


been long interrupted. | 1 care not now 


how ſoon it 15 reſumed ; but it ſhall 


- 


buriy you. 


J have one Letter more to write about 
Dr. Soift's Genius, and then I have en- 
tirely done with that Subject. I promiſed, 


*tis 


K. 
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is true, to let you have what Horace 
Vs of the Diad and Oda 29, but as I am 


) ſend you the Book itſelf, that Promiſe 
F Or 


1 with; for your ir Sake, that the Tran. 
ron were better, or that you under- 
ood the Original ; F will however aſſiſt 
ou as far as I am able, and, in my next 
ter, point out ſome Places, to which 


would have you particularly attend. 


1 am, my dear Angel, 


your true Friend, 


and Well- wiſher HE 
5 10 P. 


LE T TER Cl. 5 


Oron. Spt 8, 176 


HREE 1 to 1 my. deareſ 
Nancy that I am juſt returned from 


T 


8 Tew with Dr. King; where 1 have ſtaid, 


at leaſt, one Day longer than I expected, 
I am Juſt Time enough to keep my 1a 
Promiſe. You may ſend to the Black 
Bull in Holborn, at the Time 1 men- 
tioned, and the Meſſenger will find a li 
Box addreſſed to you, containing my Pro- 
miſe, and an Author or two over and 

above, by way of Intereſt, for the Prin- 
- cipal having been fo long due. 


len 


I want to read Longinus myſelf, | and to 


Edition which I had deſigned for you, 


ſure, 


to more intenſe Studies with greater 
Spirit, | 


lam, my dear, oro 
Vours, 
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compare it and the Notes with another 


but I would not longer delay. 1 have, 
[ think, | ſent you the beſt,” I have no 
more to ſay at preſent, only that 1 with 

to hear from vou; but that at your Lei- 


We ſhall now begin to correſ] pond in 
earneſt again. This Interval of Relaxa- 


tion may have its Uſe. We ſhall return 
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8 LE TEIA en. 


"Ove rr. 1 1% ms 
Dear Nancy, 


"OU have now 4 the Books, 
Longinus is a moſt admirable Au- : 


thor, but he will require a deep Atten- | 
tion in reading. 1 adviſe you to obſerve 
the Notes as you go along; not leave 
them till laſt. When you have made 
yourſelf Miſtreſs of them, read the Book 
; through again, This will give you a 
very competent Knowledge of him, and 
: your Pleaſure will be increaſed in Pro- 


Portion. A real good Author, you know, 


like a real good. Man, improves on our 


: 


- Acquain- 


GENUINE LETTERS. 17. 


Acquaintance. Your own Judgment 


will ſuggeſt to you the moſt uſeful and 


Z remarkable Places; however, PN recom- | 
mend the 8th, 14th, 17th, 34th, and the 
3 two laſt Chapters. Vou will give me 
your Opinion of the whole, in due Time. _ 
When you enter upon Horace, you muſt 
make great Allowance for the Stile, the 
Meaſure of his Verſe, and yet more for 
the weak Expreſſion in which che origi- 


nal Senſe and Meaning 18 given. 2 


This Minute yours of the och. Never 


delay writing, becauſe Franks are want- 


ing. I hold ſuch a Conſideration un- 
worthy to be put in Balance with a Let- 


ter, | from A) Friend, Poſtage is cheap 
enough; and Wut Correſpondence is | 


a dear to me. 


„% _ 1 cannot 


1 
i 
1 
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4 cannot ſay when I am to be | in Lon- 
don. You will have another little Parcel 
ſoon, containing ſome Buckles and other 
Neceſſaries, which Mr. K— deſired me 

to procure for him. Pleaſe to ſend them 
to him, and he will remit the Price; I 
have adviſed him what the Amount is. 
Do me the Favour to accept it, for the 

: Improvement of your little Library. 
Make ſuch Purchaſes as Fancy dictates ; 

: I will not direct or controul your 
: Choice. 


ak am concerned for your Mama- 8 
| Indiſpoftion. | 1 beg. to hear about her 
5 ſoon, but defire nothing more from you. 


1 would not be the Means of employ- 


ing a Minute of your Time now, which 


1s 
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173 
is ſo effentially neceſſary to your Care and 


Attention to her. 


x have little Leiſure at preſent ; ; my 


next ſhall be longer. "0" hen you can 


return to our uſual Cuſtom, why may 
you not write me in French now and | 


then ? The Archbiſhop of Cambray s Dia- 
bogues des Morts, &c. are excellent ; com- 


0 poſed of very fine, eaſy, and familiar 85 


French. They deſerve to be read often. 


Tam, my dear, 


you 78, „ 


5.57 d is LET. 


- 3 
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LETTER Cl. 
| Oxon Sgt. ha 1 14 is. 
My dear W 


Hare the Pleaſure of 3 yours « of the 3th, 
and am glad to bear you got the 
Thing fafe, and that your good Mama 
is better. Vou have one of the greateſt 
Comforts and Bleſſings of this Life, a 


good Parent; and indeed you are one of 
the few young Folks Who deſerve the 

Bleſſing, in- as. much as you are ſenſible 
of it, and, by your Conduct towards her, 
prove you are grateful for ! it. May it be 
long continued to vou! fx 
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T hold myſelf indebted to you for your 
ready Acceptance of my little Preſent ; 
it was the moſt pleaſant and grateful | Re- | 
turn you. could make me. T here i is a 
Delicacy neceſſary in accepting, as well 
as conferring a Kindneſs, which is nicely 
explained by our Shakeſpeare. He makes 


Othello ſay to Tago, (who has ſworn o x 


dee himſelf to his Service) 


7 greet thy Gr 
Net with vain Thanks, but with Acceptance boun- 
ED teous. : 


3 | 


T7 bis Phraſe, bounteous Aalen is 150 
ral beyond defining; ; it can only be felt. 
| What is uſually called Taſte, conſiſts en- 
ticely in Feeling; and I am not clear that 
the latter Expreſſion would not be the 
n, | 


1+ _.. -m» 
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5 1 have no Doubt but you will ſoon 
get through Longinus, and all the Notes. 
1 know your Expedition, therefore with 

you to attack him A ſecond Time, be⸗ 

fore you tranſmit me your Opinion. Let 
15 me likewiſe have your Thoughts on Ho- 
. race, the Scriptures, and the Apocrypha, 
as you go on with them. "I fhall ſoon 
give my additional Letter of Obſervation 
on 1 Seoift s Mode of writing, 


0 | There i is a little Publication, called 
Dialogues fur P Elouerce en general, et ſur 


eelle de la Chair en particulier, avec une 
Lettre ecrite @ Þ Academie Francoiſe, by the 


Archbiſhop of Cambray.. It is a moſt ex- 
cellent little Book, and 1 wiſh you would 
endeavour to get it. The Bookſeller in 
_ Clare-Court, 1 * fay, will find it for 


you. 
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you. || Read it with the cloſeſt Atten- 
tion; it deſerves vou ſhould, for it will 


aſſiſt you in a right Way of thinking and 


3 and Judging. 


T he Duke of Hamilton is, or ö 


lately, at Stockbridge i in Hampſhire. I hope 
he will be ſoon i in London. But wy do 
you ak: 1 | | | 


The Tranſlations you- NY of may 
more properly be called Imitations than 
Tranſlations ; : and you will certainly find 


more Beauty in them, than in Creech, 


though they do not follow the Original 
| cloſe. 1 think therefore Creech ſhould 
be your firſt Obzect, by way of ground- 


ing yourſelf in the original Meaning of 


— * a BE 4. { 


| Horace, they turn to what N pleaſe; 
. 's . 


A © 244." Hz 5 1 To . 


r 
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in particular, to Pope's Imitations of ſome 


of his Epiſtles and Satires 3 ; oy will 
charm you. ; 85 


3 hope to hear ſoon, and am, | 
my dear Scholar, 
ours, 


3 P. 


LETTER cr. 


Oxon, St. 19, 1743 
Ko dear Nancy, 
N Saturday laſt 1 ſent you 3 7 oa 


by Dr. King 5 Servant, which 1 
hope you have received ſafe, . 


| For theſe three Months yall T Bare 
employed my f pare Hours i in reading ſuch 
Authors 
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Authors as have wrote on Poetry ;: for 
Example, Horace, Boileau' s and Vida's 

Art of Poetry, Pope's Eſſay on Criticiſm, 
the Duke of Buckingham s. Eſſay. on Poetry, 


and Lord Roſcommon' s Eſſo y on tranſlated 
7 Verſe. I have alſo been at the Pains to 


make Abſtracts from them all, and 1 
for two Reaſons ; ; firſt, to make the 
deeper [Impreſſion on my Mind, ſecondly, 


to have them to recur to, on Occaſion, 


155 As I faid once before, T would not 
have you ſet up for a Critic; but as 
Nature has implanted in you a Love 
and Taſte for reading, 1 could wiſh you, 
ot this Leiſyre-Time of your Life, to 2c» 
quire as right a Judgment as you can of 
what YOU: , read, and be able 00 converſe: 
upon it. But your own Diſcretion muſt 

"mY be 
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be your Monitor, not to let theſe Studies 
engage your Time and Attention, to 
the Neglect of ſuch domeſtic Qualifiea- 


tions, as your Sex and Situation may 
bereafter demand. 


1 have aw: you a booſe Abſtract of 
the Duke of Buckingham 8 Efſa 9 and, if 
you defice them, will furniſh you with 
Abſtracts of the reſt. This may, at firſt 
View, appear an. uſeleſs Trouble to one 
who has the Originals at Hand, but, in 
Fact, is not ſo; it may be of the ſame 
' Uſe to you, that it was to me; and you 
will ſtill have a much ſtronger Impreſſion 
of any Rule or Paſſage, by writing your 


Remarks to me, or adding what is de- 
fective to mine; for, as I did them hafti- | 
„ "0.09% 195 AL ine 
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ly, no Doubt, Tony TUE! want to be 


corrected. 


Shall 1 give you a mort Character of 5 


the Authors have named ? 


Horace | is | always allowed the firſt 
Place. | Notwithſtanding he lides over 


— — — — = 


Things in A ſhort, eaſy, careleſs. Way, 5 


| ſcarce ſeeming to obſerve any Order, yet 


— — — 


be requires a great deal of Attention. 


Roſcommon's 8 Tranſlation of bim is = 
good, though Oldban' 's looſe Manner 
gives us moſt. Pleaſure, | This Author | 
has alſo been tranſlated by B Ben : Jonſon and 


ſeveral others. 55 
Wige, 16: e 4.36 e 007 


Vida flands next. He does not Sites 4 
dle vith the different Kinds of org 
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a» Ene Er Tad 
only with Poetry in general, and chiefly 
applies what he ſays to the Epic. He 
is more full, regular, and methodical, 
than any of them. He points out how a 
Voouth of Genius ſhould be trained i in the 
| Art of Poetry; ; and treats of many Things, 
5 which none of the others, whom [ have 


named, have touched upon 3 ; all in ſuch 


excellent Verſe, and ſo ſuited to the Na. 
ture of his Subjects, that the Sound | 18 


. in Reality © 4 an Echo to the Senſe,” The 
Original is in Latin. 1 am not certain 
whether he has been tranſlated, but will 
enquire ; : if he has, I will get him for 
you; but, at all Events, you muſt com- 


pound for the Loſs of bis genuine 


Beauty. 


- * 
> 4 b 7 * 4 
* ES : 
. wv 
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| Boilean is very judicious ; he takes in 
all Kinds of Poetry, and borrows a great : 


deal from Horace, but is more metho- 
dical. 


6 Pope s  Eſay on Criticiſm is a i confor= 


mate Piece; but it is ſo conciſe, that, 
like Horace, he demands eloſe Atten- 
tion. He borrows much from the three 


before-mentioned... 


Roſcommon and the Duke of Bucking- y 
ham are much ſhorter. They omit many 
Things which the others mention, but 
what they have written is finely: executed, 1 
The Duke of Buckingham inſiſts moſt on 
Dramatic Writing. What he has. ſaid, 
though imperfect, 18 very Judicious, and ; 
his Lines are maſterly. © | " 


On 
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On the whole, have one Piece of Ad. 

vice for you; namely, that you would 
= particularly obſerve what they have in 
common with each other. By this Means 


7 will be neareſt to the right 


No more, til [ hear How you, which 
1 hope will be ſoon 3 but pray do not 
write, when you are in a Hurry. 
| Jam, my dear, 

always yours, 


LETT ER cv. 


| Oxon, opt. 2 22, 10 

. NM. 

Have, on the other Leaf of this Let 
ter, ſent you an Abſtract of Lord Roſ- 
e anten Verſes Ion | 

| 1 
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will let the Abſtract lye by you, white 


you go through the Work itſelf, it will 


aſſiſt you to diſtinguiſh one Rule from 
another, and ow them ſtill deeper ; 


in > oe Mind. 


This e will particularly define 
Tragedy and Comedy, and .enable you to 


form a proper Judgment of them. 


I need not obſerve to you that the firſt 
general Qualification neceſſary in all 
Kinds of Writing is good Senſe. The 


peculiar Ingredients requiſite for Tragedy 
are Terror and Pity, thoſe for Comedy 


are Wit and Humour, Corneille thought | 


to bring a fourth into Tragedy, namely, 


Admiration ; but it is not by any Means | 
ſo eſſential as the former, It will ſome- 


times 
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| allowed the main Ingredients. : 


ence between theſe is generally given 
5 to Humour, and I think very juſtly. It 


thereby diſtinguiſhed from alf others, 
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times have its Effect, and act very agree. 
ably on the Mind, but Terror and Pity 
always have been, and always will be, 


In like Manner, Wit and Humour 
are neceſſary to Comedy. The Prefe- 


"Humour i is that peculiar Mode of think- 
ing, and of ſaying - and doing "Things, 
which ſome Perſons | poſſeſs, and are 


then it muſt be the chief Ingredient 1 in 
Comedy. Moſt People are endued with 
this Talent in a greater or leſs Degree; 
and it is not uncommon to ſee the Hap- 
pineſs or Unhappineſs of Life depend on 
this "ons Caſt of Mind and of Be- 

|baviour. 
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haviour. Congreve has an excellent 
Letter on Humour in Comedy. Pray 
C „ 


Wit aſſuredly claims only the ſecond 
place. Com plaints have been : made of 
too much Wit in ſome of our Co- 
medy-Writers , in Congreve, for Inſtance. 
If any one merits the Charge, he 
| muſt be the Man ; but 1 am afraid it is 
generally rather falle Wit, or ſomething 
miſtaken for Wit, which is complained 
of. There are very few Authors, however, 
who can be arraigned of this Fault ; * 
though [ have heard Terence and Nycherle 
in the Lic with Congreve. 8 


True Wit is hard to be defined. Some 


call it merely a Propriety of Thoughts 
and Words; but ] think it rather } is good 
Senſe 
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Senſe well expreſſed. Others term | 
an Aſſemblage of Ideas of very diſtind 
and different Nature, yet capable of being 
ſol ved into an agreeable and unexpette( 
Likeneſs. Congreve' $ Compariſon of Re. 
ligion and Politics to Oil and Vinegar, i 
an Inſtance i in Point. But I think this [2s 
| ther a Species, than a Definition of Wit, 
In my Opinion, Wit conſiſts in an inge. 
- nious Thought, cloathed in, good Phraſe 
expreſſed with Livelineſs, and creative of 
Pleaſure and Mirth 5 I fo, it is an El. 
ſential to Comedy. It recommends and 
enforces our Sentiments, which, hon. 
: ſoever juſt or e e they may be, 
* An ingenious and pleaſant Friend of min 
makes Tranſlation the Teſt of Wit. Will it, fays 
he, ſtill continue Wit, if rendered into another 


Language ? If it will, it 1s truly * not, It 
1s 4 only Humour. 


would 
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would otherwiſe too frequently, make 


ery flight Impreſſions, Let us how- 
ver not forget that it is a dangerous 


eapon in the Hands of a Fool, or a 


Ficious Perſon ; for falſe Sentiments and 


dad Doctrine, thus ſeaſoned, might too 


enerally prevail, and miſlead Perſons of 


ery right Diſpoſitions. More in wy 


EXT 
I am, 
5 wy dear Nancy, 


oh 7 


P. 8. In reading the annexed Abſtract, 15 
ou are to obſerve that many of the Au- 
or's Rules and Obſervations will ſerve 1 85 


Ir Poetry in genera], as well as for 
anſlated . Verſe, as will thoſe of Mr. 


Pope 
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190 GENUINE LET TERS. - 
Pope either for Poetry or Criticiſm. Lo 

Roſcommon has had Horace, Boileau, and 
'# ide, in his Eye, but principally Vida; 


: Gab 7 14, on 0 Jes Brow, 
5 The Poet's Bays, and Critick's Toy grow. Pory, 


2 LETT EN Ci. 


Oxon, Sept. 26, 1743 


Gt with too much Wit in i 

41 has been compared to a Suit dt 
Cloths, ſo richly embroidered, as to 4 
vent the Ground Work being ſeen. 

think however it is oftner Tinſel, 1 


Sterling, of which we complain, | 


It has been obj ected to Congreve, that 


his very Servants and bow Charadten 
| are 
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| witty. Why ſhould they not be fo 


Have we not ſeen ſuch in rea] Life, 


| eſpecially thoſe who have. acquired a 


little better Sort of Education; , ren 


in his Love for Love i is deſcribed to have 
waited on a Gentleman at Cambridge; is 


there any Wonder ſuch a Servant ſhould 


be witty ; ; or ſuch as are bred in or near 


London, or in the Neighbourhood of the 
| Court? I do not fee why they may not be 


Hei is again charged "With kaving writ- 


indeed, who cannot diſtinguiſh between 
the Character and the Author. 


AS witty as their Berters as they often are. 


ten bad Engliſh. He does fo ſometimes, 
but puts it in the Mouth of a low Cha- 
racter. He muſt be a weak Obſerver 
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Mr. Pope himſelf objects that Congrev 
F ools are not Fools; bs 


< .. 


Hero 2 4 the beſt ſucceed! 
7. ell; me- W: cue 5 Fools are « Fools indeed, 


Is my bumble FOE Mr. Pape ſhould 
have conſidered that Congreve had de- 
| clared, and juſtly, againſt. bringing er. 
rant Fools on the Stage, that is, ſuch as 
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are created ſo. Why, for what End 
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bring Perſons chere, who ought rather to 
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be pitied than expoſed ? ? We might as jul- 
tifiably reduce ä deaf or dumb People to 
Ridicule, as ſuch Fools as theſe. Lord 
Rocheſter has an excellent Obſervation on 
this Head ; he ſays, the Follywhich de- 
| ferves to be expoſed, is procured. 


* ern r 
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2 
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— — by Expence of Time and Thought, 
God never made a Coxcomb worth a Groat, 


5 e 
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meaning to imply that Coxcombry muſt 


proceed from Vanity, Pride, Affectation, 


or a wrong Taſte, 


| Congreve complainy that his Metro-, 


. in the Way of the World, was miſtaken 


by the Town for a Te- .. The Er- 


ror was wholly theirs. | His Judgment 


was too nice to ſuffer him to draw groſs 
Fools: his were of a refined Caſt, and 
were Men, WhO had the Appearance, at 
leaſt, of ſomething like Men of Senſe. Of 


this Sort are 7. attle, Petulant, Witwou 2 7 
5 and Briſt; though they are Fools enough 
at the Bottom ; but nevertheleſs are ſuch 5 
to whom we ſhould rather give the Ap- 


pellation of Fops or Coxcombs. 


erer K 5 The 
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The Objection to Congreve, that his 
Fools are not Fools enough, is not half 
ſo bad as if they had been too much ſo. 
Surely 5 the T own would not have withed 
him to have brought either an Ideot or 
a Lunatick on the Stage. He has indeed 
: brought Aa Counterfeit-Madman there, 
and Ben Johnſon a real Madman, (in his 
Comedy of Bartholomew Fair) but not 
with an Intent to expoſe either the one 


or the other. If we conſider the Con- 


8 duct of the Perſons I have named, from 
their firſt Entrance to the Ti ime they leave 

the Stage, we ſhall find them Fools enough 
in all Conſcience. Petulant and Wit- 
| wou'd, for Example, can ſeldom be aſun- 
der; they ſpeak ill of one another, when 
apart; ; they play at Snip Snap, and a rude 


Sort of bantering one another in Com- 


pany, 
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pany, and even before Strangers. They 
affect a ſtrange Sort of Cant; there i is a 
kind of Pertneſs in all they ſay; ; their 
Repartce is lively, but filly and unman- 


nerly; they get drunk, and come in that 1 


Pickle before their Miſtres ; they fall 
: into an abſurd Fit of wrangling, 'i 
g Which they both ſpeak r 
they ſet up for being very ſevere upon 
the Ladies; they give up their Preten- i 
fions to Millamant | with as little Reaſon 
as they formed them ; ; in a Word, they 
are a Coupte of Coxcombs, approaching 
towards Wit and Breeding, but i in Truth 
having neither. Inſtead of good Senſe, 
polite Wit, and genteel Repartee, they 
have a fort of rude W and 
run the Rig, as the young | 
K 2 . 8 
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plars, and ſpruce Wits, call this Sort 
16g 5 


This has diverted me from what 1 
was going to ſay about Wir. 1 will de- 
ker! it till my next. 1 1 


Iam, 


: my dear Nancy, | 


our affectionate Friend, 
=. 5. 
P. 8. Vour Leanne 1s uſt now arrived, 
but 1 have no Time to anſwer it till 


to-morrow. 


1. E T. 
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LETTER CVIL 


| My dear Nancy, BY OT TT © 
I Thought to have purſued the Sub- 


be uſed d with , 


not to be done, the Word being ſo va- 
riouſly applied) yet I think we may de- 


* 


Oxon, Sept. 28, 1743+ 


ject of my laſt Letter two Days ago, 
but had not Time. I now proceed to 
enquire what Wit i is, and When it may 


Though I cannot give you a 8588 
Definition of Wit, (which perhaps is 


ine in what Shape it generally appears. 
In the firſt Place, Wit, in my Opinion, 


is 
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is good Senſe ; or, at leaſt, it is funded 


in good Senſe, although there is ſome- 
thing more neceſſary to conftitute i it; for 
Example, Jocoſeneſs, Sprightlineſs, Ridi- 


cule ; but above all, Aptneſs. The Time 


and Manner of applying it makes * 
: Part of the Merit. 


FE . Pun . for Wit, with 


ſome Folks, but 1 fear it is no Way al- 
lied to it. A wild Expreſſion carries 
the ſame Appearance with others, but if 


95 there be not ſomething ingenious in it 


as well as wild, I doubt 1 it will never de- 


ferve the Name of Wit. 


11 


Wit appears often in a ſmart Repar- | 


as the French call them. Theſe are very 190 


2 1 — 2 


entertaining, provided a fair Oecaſion of :- 


— > 


fers, and the Perſon, who gives that Oc- 
caſion, deſerves the Smart. The Conver- 
ſation between M. lamant and Marwood, 4 
in the Way of the World, is a hyely In- 
ſtance hereof. The former retorts on the | 
latter with Abundance of Mit, Humour, 
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and Satire. . 


I will give you one Inſtance in a little 


Story where the Repartee was lively, 


and ſevere, and deſerved, and immediately 
wok its Riſe from what had been ſaid. 


The FO Judge Jefferies was notable 
at confounding and brow-beating Wit- 
neſſes, as they call it, eſpecially when 10 

nm” > 
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their Teſtimonies were not agreeable to 
him. An old reverend Man, with a 
great Beard, was giving Evidence before 
him, when Ferries, in Hope to put him 
out of Countenance, ſaid, “ If that Fel- 


« low's Conſcience is as large as his 


(C Beard, he may ſwear what he pleaſes,” 


The Witneſs, taking hold of his Beard, 

gravely replied, “ Nay, my Lord, if you 
« meaſure Conſciences by Beards, your 
0 — has none at all.” tf 


Thus introduced, Kew ſurely me- 


rits to be called Wit, and is not only 


an agreeable, but an uſeful Talent; but 


when it is exerciſed againſt good-natured, 
inaſſenſive People, or ſuch as are in 
| Nen or Allüetion. it becomes detefts 


ble, 
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ble, and rather deſerves the N ame of = 
elty. It is indeed as unmanly and cow- 
ardly in theſe Caſes, as it would be to 
affail with Violence one who had not a N 
Weapon to defend himſelf, or if he had, 
who poſſeſſed neither Strength or Spirits 
to make Uſe of it. And yet many ſuch 
witty Fools are to be found, who chuſe 


to diſplay their Talents on any Subject, 


rather than loſe an Opportunity of ſhew- 
ing them *. One Comfort is, that they 


often feel the ill Effects themſelves ; 8 for 5 


Wit, improperly placed, is as apt to injure 
the Poſſellor, as a oy, by zeopilling, to 


* Dr. 3 in \ his 1 5 3 Aifplays * 
honeſt Indignation, at this eruel Uſe of 11525 with. 


great Enengy r. ip; 


Who, for the Poor 8 of 1 ſmart, _ 
Would leave a St ting within a Brother's Heart 5 
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bruiſe an injudicious Shooter. Shall I 
| . Anne this by another little Anecdote } 


* certain noble Roman was ſtanding 


oe for. one of their higheſt Offices ; the Con- 
ſulſhip, I believe. The Election being 
popular, the Candidates were obliged to 
court the Freemen, as is practiſed in our 
Country at every Election for a Seat in 

| Parliament. All the Voters were careſſ. 
ed. This Noble was ſhaking Hands 


with a poor labouring Man, and per- 


ceiving them to be very hard, Friend, 5 


quoth he, with a Sneer, 9 doſt thou walk 
upon thy Hands ?” The Man took the 
RF Wiriciſm i in Dudgeon, and had Refent- 


ment and Intereſt enough to make the 


"Noble een ee, 


The 


At ft -w- 
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The famous Sir Thomas Sydenham, who 
was an extraordinary great Man in his 10 
Way, had ſo indifferent an Opinion of 
Wit, that he uſed to ſay, cc There Was 
almoſt as great a Difference between Wi- 
dom and Wit, as between Something 
and N othing.” Vet 1 cannot agree with 
him. Wit, properly managed and tem- 
pered, may be rendered (as I ſaid be- 
fore) an agreeable and uſeful Quality. 
We ſhould only take Care not to let 
it get the better of good Senſe, good 
Nature, good Humour, or good Man- 


ners. 


6 am about to fend you a Book, which 
contains the Duke of Buckingham s and 
Lord Roſcommon's Poems, and the Arch- 
biſhop of Cambray's Reflections on Elo- 

K6 e wens 


— 
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9 5 quence. Boileau 5 Art of Poetry, a Franſ- 
lation: from vida, and the Abſtracts you 
deſire ſhall accompany. them. Here- 
with you. receive. a Portion of Pope's Ef- 
; fay on Criticiſm, but I with you may be 
= able to-read it. It was written in a Hur. 
| 5 ths: and I have not preſent Leiſure to 
| Wo tranſcribe i it afreſh. 
Lam, my dear, 
: yours, 
. 
WG 8. I ſhall write again to-morrow, 
| or xr Sunday, at t fartheſt... 
| 
| 
LET- 
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LETTER cynt. 


| Oxon, Sept. 30, 1743. 


pla ain 5 Figures here. 


He had Wit, who. firſt, called uſeleſs 
- Learning, learned Lumber. | A very learn- 


ed Man has been termed a Magazine 
of Learning; but if that Learning be 
confuſed and indigeſted, they aptly ſay, 
bis Head is a Lumber-Houſe of Learn- £5 


ing. | 


. Reli gi- 


q IT deals occaſionally in various Fi- 
gures of Speech, for Example, 
in n and Metaphor. As you 


have now read Longinus, I need not ex- 
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| Religious Enthufiaſts pretend to, what 


they call, inward Light, as a Warrant to 
g their Belief and Actions; ; whence Hudi- 
bras fays, with great Wit. 


22 3 of the Spirit, 
Which none ſee by, but thoſe that bear it; 


: intimating that their pretended Light, if 


it were uſeful at all, was not ſo to any 


; but themſelves. 


But WI deals ; moſt in Similes; ; that 


Ars 


| oy a different Vids; and the more 
ſurprizing and unexpected x thoſe Like- | 
neſſes are, and by how far the Things 
| compared differ f in their Kinds, by io 
much more is the Wit prized. There i is 
one of this Kind in Hudibras, which 


has 
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bas been much admired, and often 
quoted. Speaking of People, who are 
truly loyal, even in — and Afflic- 


tion, he ſays, 


For Loyalty i is 2 the . 
IWhether it Win, or hoſe the Game, 
True as the Dial to the Sun, 


Altho on be not hin d ton. 


It is in Similies chieſſy that moſt of our 


Poets, who deal in Wit, or pretend to it, 


have run Riot. What a Flood of them 


do we ſometimes meet in Dramatic, and 


other Writers, introduced and purſued, 


without Rhyme or Reaſon | ] Every thing ; 
talked of | is like this,” or like that,” 


4 


Except a Simile be exceedingly well hit 
off, it had better be unattempted. Me- 
tonymy and Metaphor (which are indeed 


but 
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but concealed Similies) are, in my OR. 


nion, an eaſier and genteeler Conveyance 
of our Ideas. 


There is an admirable Sneer on theſe i 
Strings of Similies, which ſome Authors 
are ſo fond of, in Swift? s Introduction 
to The Tale of a Tub, © Wiſdom,” ſays 
that admirable Writer, „is à Fox, who, 
e after long hunting, will, at laſt, coſt 

= you the Pains to dig out. "It is a 
6e Cheeſe, which, by how much the 
"Me richer, has the thicker, the homelier 
« and the coarſer Coat ; ; and whereof, to 

« judicious Palate, the Meggots are 
the beſt. It is a Sack Poſſet, wherein 

t the deeper you go, you will find it the 
ce ſweeter. Wiſdom is a Hen, whoſe 
« Cackling v we muſt value and conſider, | 
0 becauſe f 


-» 


- 


0 I 
ec ] 
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« becauſe it is attended with an Egg. 


« But then, laſtly, it is a Nut, which, 


« unleſs you chuſe with Judgment, may 


« coſt you a Tooth, and pay _ with 
© nothing but a Worm.“ + 


Fad Swift wins in earneſt in theſe 
Similies, he would, at beſt, have appeared | 
whimſically ridiculous ; ; but, in- as much 


as he meant them a Satire on Simile- 


Mongers in general, he is moſt unqueſ- 
tionably witty ; and the whole Air and 


Turn of the Introduction being facetious, 


pothin g could be better Fuited to the 


Character or the Writer. 


An Au thor FEM therefore well con- 
 fider, in whoſe Mouth to put his Simi-⸗ 
lies, That will do welt for one Perſon, 


Which 
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which will, by no Means, ſuit another, 

I ſuppoſe Congreve 8 Compariſon of Re. 
ligion and Politics to Oil and Vinegar, 
to be as witty as ever was ſaid on any 
; Occaſion ; yet becauſe there is ſomething 


wild in it, he has properly put it into 


the Mouth of a Madman, at leaſt, a Cha 
racter that n, ſo. 


a ging Comedy, Se contrives 
1] to beguile Tattle and Mrs. Frail into a 
Match with each other, when each was 

on the Hunt for 2 Fortune elſewhere. 
Ben, 3 a rough . Sailor, compares. them 
5 hereon to a Couple of Privateers, who 
were looking out for a Prize, and fell foul 
of each other. This is admirably hu- 
moraus and witty in itſelf, but derives 
double Beauty and Force from the Sailor's 


5 fi eakin it. | : 
P e cal 
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Wit and J udgment. 


1. If | in having our Ideas in the Me- 5 
mory, ready at Hand, conſiſts Quickneſs Pods 
of Parts, in this of having them uncon- 


fuſed, and being able nicely to diſtin- | 
guiſh one Thing from another, Where 


there 18 but the leaſt Difference, con- 
ſiſts, i in 2 great Meaſure, che Exactneſs 


of Judgment and Clearneſs of Reaſon, 
which i 1s to be obſerved i in one Man, above : 


another, And, perhaps, hence may be 


given ſome Reaſon of that common Ob- 
ſervation, that Men, who have a great 


deal of Wit and prompt Memories a bave 


not always the cleareſt Judgment or 
deepeſt 


I ſhall conclude this Letter with 2 


Tranſcript from the famous Mr. Locle, 
where he treats of the Difference berween : 


* 
— —— - i 
+ 


Sona. pogo er ons ee Sr romeo mn noi I Nee 


- _ 


F N 

— — —— 

: — Ze 8 
— 


D 
£2 9 - 
— 


* 2 RUE 


EE Ents TIE 


S 
r 25 lo. . — — — — * __ EE 
5 — ODE IE no —- . 
— 0 . 2 7 . 
2. 54 2 2 Cr —— 


TE: 5 * * 
Tak is SS 1 
- a OE. og 
— 3 
— 


D 


212 GENU IN E LETTE RS 
deepeſt Reaſon. For Wi t lies moſt ; in 


the Aſſemblage of Ideas ; and putting theſe 
together with Quicknefs and Variety, 


and 
bec⸗ 
wherein can be found any Reſemblance and 
The 


ſon 


5 and Congruity, thereby to make up 
1 pleaſant Pictures and agreeable Vi ions 


in the Fancy. Tudement, on the con- 100 


8 trary, lies quite on the other Side, in the 
the 
of 
the 


{01 


| ſeparating carefully, one from another, 


Ideas, wherein can be found the leaſt 


: Difference, thereby to avoid being miſled 
by Similitude, and by Affnity to take 
one Tn for another. in 
FTT 
. This is a Way of proceeding quite 
15 contrary to Metaphor | and Allufion ; Wl 
wherein, for the moſt Part, lies that fi 
Entertainment and Pleaſantry of Wit, 


Which 
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which ſtrikes ſo lively on the Fancy, 
and therefore ſo acceptable to all People, 
becauſe its Beauty appears at firſt Sight, 
and there is required no Labour of 
Thought to examine what Truth or Rea- 
ſon there is in it. The Mind, without 
looking any further, reſts ſatisfied with 


the Gaiety of the Fancy ; and it is a kind 


© in ſomething that is not perfeRtly con- 
formable to them.” 


I would have you, my dear N ancy, con- 


3 


the Agreeableneſs of the picture, and 


öàà222 er TONE 
mn df Mn ; 
» 

* 3 


of Aﬀront to go about to examine it by 
the ſevere Rules of Truth and good Rea- 
ſon; whereby it appears that it conſiſts 


ſider attentively this Diſtinction between 
Wit and Judgment. It 3 is the beſt phi- 


ö 
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i loſophical Account of them that ever [ 


met; though perhaps this Definition does 
not reach to Wit in its utmoſt Extent, 
at leaſt, in the Senſe of the Word, as 


5 uſed at preſent, and thence comes it { 


| hard to be defined or deſeribed. Mr. Lick 
| himſelf ſeems indeed ſomewhat ſenſible 
"= this, for he, © you perceive, always 
| ſpeaks with a fort of Exception and 
5 Doubt, as, in 4 great  Meaſure—perbajs 
5 for the moſt part, &c. &c. 


1 believe I ſhall have ſomething mor 
for you on this Subject the next Timel 
write, and then I ſhall quit i. 


7 1 have beſpoke Vida for you in Engliſh, 
and all Pope's Epiſtles in Verſe, among 
| which are his Imitations from Horace 
3 1 OY They 
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They ſhall come with the Books I men- 
Inoned in my laſt, ” 
| I am, 
my dear Nancy, 
Fours, 


"LETTER e 


My dear Nancy, „535 


Month, with which 1 am very well 
pleaſed. I hope you have received one 
from me dated on the ſame Day with 
yours. In my laſt I exhauſted almoſt 


| 9 5 | Fo ® p. 


Received yours of the goth of laſt 
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of Wit and Humour; I ſhall only add, 
that, after all that can be ſaid of then, 
they can only be conſidered as the Se. 

50 ſoning of Comedy. The great Standard 
of all is good Senſe, with Diſcernmen, 
Judgment, and a . N 
N * 


Theſe muſt appear in the Plot, Con. 

ſtruction, and Conduct of a Play; ir 
; the Sentiments ; ; in the Manners ; ; in the 
Characters; ; and | in the Propriety of th: 
7 Diction: our Vices, our Aﬀections, and 
Paſſions ; ; our Humours, Weakneſls, 
and Follies, as well as their Contrariez 
. ought to be well underſtood, coloured, 
and expreſſed, g Then all are to be ſe 
ſoned with Wit and Humour, in al 


+ eaſy and Juſt Manner, 
A 


— 8 
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As for the Unities of Action, Time, 
and Place, which the Antients inſiſt upon 
ſo ſtrongly, eſpecially that of Action, the 

beſt that can be ſaid in their Behalf (in 
| my Opinion) is, that it is better to have 
them, than be without them ; for a Play, 


if it is not good in itſelf, will not become 


ſo, for the Unities being ever ſo religi- 


ouſly obſerved. We have many Plays 


_ extant, where they are all kept to the 
: utmoſt Ni icety, and yet the Pieces alto- 


gether are not worth a Peruſal, 


There are alſo trad Productions, 


wh the Rules are wholly ſet aſide, 


which are the Admiration of every Reader 


of the moſt refined Taſte. Our inimitable 
Shakeſpeare ſtands an Example of this, 


againſt all the cold Obſervers of Accura- 


"OY, that ever did, or ever will exiſt, 
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Pray read what Longinus ſays of Plat 


and Lyſias, Demoſthenes and Hyperides, tn 
and Sophocles. 19 


As you have Shree S Art of Par 1 
ſhall ſend you an Abſtract of it in my 
1 next, which + could wiſh you would 
compare carefully with che Poem itſelt, 
as you go through it. by 


| Thope to hear from you ſoon. I have 
no Time for a longer Letter at preſent. 


My moſt bumble Service to your Mama 
and Aunt. 


1 am, Jer a Nancy, 


yours, 
] . 


. 


LE TTER OX 


tn 08. 95 1743 


My dear Nancy, 


your Remarks | are Juſt. 


Ihave collected all your Books; name- 


La 
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Have the Pleaſure of yours of the . 
6th, and am pleaſed with it. You | 
enter into the Subject ipiritedty, and 


ly, Roſcommon's and Buckingham's Eſſays, : 
 Foileau, Vida, Pope's Epiſtles from Ho- 
race, &c. (Theſe laſt are ſent to be new- 
bound) and the Arch-Biſhop of Cambray 
=_ on Eloquence. As theſe, together with 

= drifts Art of Poetry, and Longinus | 
which 
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which you have already, will give yo 


juſt Ideas and form your Taſte, ſo 


Le-Faucheur will give you a right No- 
tion of Pronunciation. He is ſaid to be 
the beſt who ever wrote on that Point 


He 18 greatly commended by thoſe two 
famous Men Payle and Le Clerc. I hare 


got him for you in English, but I could 


not get him in French. It ſeems the 


Tranſlator did not know who wrote the 


Original, but I well know it was Le 
Faucheur. I think you ought 1 to conſider 
| him well. 


Arviftotle may, ;, perhaps, ſeem ſome- 
what hard and tedious, at firſt, but he 


28 worth much Time and Labour. He 


is the great Original that all the Reſt 
have followed. Uſe your Patience, but 
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if, on ſuch Trial, you find him require 


too much Attention, lay him aſide, till 


you become a little older. Whenever 


you are acquainted with him, you will 


find him the true Maſter of true Cri- 


riciſm, 5 


All thats: Books: mall be ſent you : 
one Day this Week, and you ſhall 
have previous Notice. 3 have ſome 
Buſineſs, which will engage me for 


two Days, ſo you may not hear from 


me till ee, or Thurſday next, 


M humble Service to your Mama 


and Aunt. 


. Adieu, m my dear Naney, 
7 Yours 
J. P. 
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Oxford, Oct. 16, 1742, 


Dear Nancy, 

Fave juſt now received yours of the 

14th, 1 have a troubleſome and te. 

dious Job on my Hands, yet J will ſet 
it afide a Moment to anſwer your Quel 


tion about Ter erence. 


-- The Senſe, | the Conduct, Characters, 
Sentiments and Diction of this Author 
a am ſpeaking of the Original) ar 
wonderfully fine; but the great Fuliu 
, Cæſar complained that he wanted the 
Vis Comica, that is, (tranſlated. lteralh) 

tie 
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the comic Force or Strength. 1 preſume 
Ceſar meant Humour; and in that he 
aſſuredly fell infinitely ſhort of Plautus, 
who alone is the other comic Poet of 


Rome that is left us. 


4: am entirely of your Opinion i in 


Regard to the two Plays you mention. : 


The Squire of Alſatia is A Diſgrace 660 


the Drama, to Letters, common Senſe, 
and common Decency, and yet there 
have been Audiences found to encou- 


rage the Repreſentation. 


The Hint of the Plain Deater i 18 evi- 
dently taken from the Mi ;ſantrope of M- 
ere, but there is a great Exception to 
this Comedy, in Point of Decorum; 


which | 18 to be much lamented when we 


Le 8 0 conſider 


224 GENUINE LETTERS. 
| conſider the vaſt Fund of Wi, wherewith 
it abounds. 


You will have all your Books by 


Beww's Coach on W. cdneſꝙ next. My 
Service at Home. 8 


I an, my dear, 
yours 


JB 


LETTER Cit: 


Oxon, C 08. 20, 1743 


My dear Nancy, 


Have ſent the. Books according to 
Promiſe. f 


Herewith you have a ſhort Abſtract 
of Vida 5 Art of Poetry. If any Part 


appears 


appears unintelligible, the Poem itſelf 
will clear it up. ＋ o that J refer you. 


I have already given my Reaſons, why 


you have at Hand, 


my Meaning— 


tranſcribing, and you. the Pains of readin 9 


theſe Abſtracts. But, in my Opinion, 


more Ufe than if you had not the 
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I I ſend Extracts from a Poem, which 5 


1 + — — = 5 
2 — — —— 5 x EA Rr 3 = 
* 2 * * SA. 
- — St — — ET 
. 


1 will be more particular as to thoſe 


Reaſons, that you may be very clear in 


might have ſpared myſelf the Pains of 


they will be of ſome, and even of 


Books. All the Heads are but ſhort. 
Hints and Items, which would be of 
little Service without the Authors, at 


1. * large. 


— 
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: large. The Authors explain and ay 
force what is in my little Abridg. 
ments, and. thoſe very Abridgments 
8 impreſs deeper in your Mind what the 
Author bas ſaid. They reciprocally 
aid each other. The Abſtracts ſerve 
yet further to ſort. the different Heads 
and Precepts, and to range them in 
order; ſo that you may thereby obtain 
2 diſtinct and well-diſpoſed View of 
them all at once. 


You ſhall next have an Abſtra& 
from Boileau. Theſe are all to be read 
with great Care; and 1 muſt warn 
you that there are ſeveral Errors in the 
Printing, eſpecially in Pope s Epiſtles, 
and in the Eſſays of Buckingham and 

Fo 
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Roſcommon. | Thoſe ou muſt notice, 


and correct, as they occur. 


.4- 


| Faucheur is an excellent Book. As 1 


told you formerly, I | am not for your 


ſetting up for a Critick, but 1 would 


bave you attain to a juſt Idea of the 
Nature and Excellencies of fine Writ- : 


ting, and to form a right Judgment „ 


wards which it is with great Plea- 


ſure that I contribute, from time to 


time, ſuch Aſfiſtance as lies. within my 


poor Ability. Write to. me on Receipt 


of the Box. 


1 am, with Service to your Mama 
and Aunt, 


my dear Nancy, | 


. Yours affectionatel „ 
L 6 . S. a. 


as 

if 
* 4 
10 
oF 

” * 
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P. S. Although 7 da treats only of the 
Epic Poem, he has many uſeful Rules, 


which are applicable to every other 
Species of Poetry. 


LETTER CXIL 


Oxon. Od. 23 1743. 


My dear N ancy, 


5 I Hope you have received your Books 
, ſafe, and found the Letter which 
Was with them in the Box. 


1 here ſend you an Abſtract of 
; Boileav? J Art of Poetry, as I did of Vida 
there. 1 have two or three Thiggs 
to recommend to you in reading theſe 


$4 
f Authors. 
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In the firft Place, you ſhould . 


ſider the great Rules, on Which the 
Reſt depend, and which are laid down 
by all, or, at leaſt, the major Part of 
. theſe Critics. Theſe great Rules may . 
2 be thus comprehended ; 


Good Senſe 18 the F n 8 . 5 
all good Writing. | 5 . 


Chuſe Subjects fit for your Genius: ; 
Ne ever r depart from Nature. 2 


is the next Place, obſerve fuch ike 5 
as are in few, or but in one of theſe 
Authors. Theſe are more likely to 
eſcape your View, and therefore ſhould 
be more re ſearched for, and 
attended to. 


4 5 
5 2 


Lou 


| You ſhould v not run over os Rules 


eareleflly, and in a curſory Manner, but 
deliberately, both With en and 


| Ae. 


Sometimes refle&t, at Feifore, upon 
one Rule or Head, ſometimes upon 
another, and endeavour to account to 
yourſelf for the Reaſon of ſuch Rule, 
If you cannot clearly fatisfy yourſelf, 
aſk. ſome, Perſon, or write to me. 
may be no yoprofirable, nor unpleaſant 


a 


Diverſion to enter on a. Diſquiſition of : 
that Find: 


One Caution, by the Ihe Do not 
load your Head with all theſe Rules 
lumbered together in a confuſed, indi- 
geſted Heap, but ſtrive to underſtand 
them ly and miturely. by a pa- 

dient, 
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tient, and leiſurely Attention, and you 
will reap the Fruit of them. in. due 
Time. 


When you cannot ſee quite > ah 5 
the Reaſon of any Propoſtion, and yet 


dre deſirous to account for it by your= 


ſelf, rather ſuſpend your Search, than re- 
main content with a Poor. imperfect So- 
lution of the Diiculty ; ; of all. Things, 

never reſt fatisfied with Abſurdities, which ; 

many Perſons are too apt. ©. do, ſome 
from Overſ ight, ſome from mere Lazi- 
neſs. Such Errors are attended with a 
double Diſadvantage. | In. the firſt In- 
dance, no Propreſs, is. .made. i in. our Stu- 
| dies; in the next, the Time i is loſt, which, 
might have been employed to. ſome Pur- 


IBF & 1 8 
Tb. 
; * 


have, I believe, many Errata, or Miß. 


Printings in them; a due Obſervation E 
of .the | Advice given above, Will not 
| only enable you to O_o thoſe, but 
alſo to fupply the true ie Meaning of the 
Author: . 


. w ¶—ꝙ?ꝙQÄ8 Re end — 


— — — — 
A KK 


Tragedy and Comedy are the great Spe- 
; cies of Writing. T ragedy indeed is it⸗ 
ſelf a Species of the Epic. 1 do not re- 
commend them to you merely that you 
ſhould read Plays, (according to the Ac- 
7 ceptation of diſfipared People, who paſs, 
or rather waſte an idle Hour, over what 
they nei ther comprehend nor retain) but 


as nora! Tyreatiſes; ; for no dramatic 
£3 > red but what have this Tendeney, 


The Books, which I have ſent you, 


Remember that, next to o Epic A, 


anſwer 


GENUINE LETTERS. 233 
anſwer the Ends they were deſigned for, 
or are worth your Attention. 


I could wiſh you would improve your- 
ſelf in reading; it is a nice Art, and | 
known but to few. You. promiſe, I 
think, to excel in it. When engaged ” 
in a Poem, you would do well to repeat 
aloud ſometimes. It! is of Service to the 
Breath, if not done to Fxceſs, and will 
be of great Uſe; for many Errors will 
be diſcovered by the Ear, that are come 
at by no other Means. For the Rules 
of Pronunciation, Le Faucheur. is the 
| beſt Inſtructor extant amon wg the Mo- 


of 21 e 
ders, 


9 * 0 — bs 1 Te . 
p \ . ' 
4 — ® 0 „ A 8 Sw 
” * 


But all theſe Rules, however well un- 
Lerltood, will be of ſmall Uſe, without 


knowing | 


ARIES: x cr Fear or 
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knowing the great Models from which 


theſe Rules are drawn; you ſhould there. 


fore read the beſt Authors i in Fa differen 
Sorts of Poetry. e NEAR 


5 X00 — lay down theſe three 
Things neceary t to berfest us in any Sci. 


ence ; 5 Miſs. 


. is, 8 or Rule x 5. 
Imitation —that i 18, an En 


Manner; and. 9 
Krendtaen unc. Pr ice. 


71 5 „ 18 


7 ide, as you may e is the moſt 


| regular of all theſe Effayiſts, His 1 
Book i 15 o 


le 


& Models aalen thei 
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Invention „ or the Proviſion of Matter; ; 
the next is 
The Diſpoſition, or wee of 
that Matter; $/ 


the third is 
The Beautifying 104 Adomingo of that 


Matter, ] 
Theſe ; are the three great Paints to be | 
obſerved not only in Poetry, but i in Ora- N 


tory; 3 and in almoſt every Art and Sci- 


ence, 20 Painting, Sculpture, . 1 | 
"= it am, 
ee] my dear N aney, 
1 yur afletionate F Friend, 


, a '. 


* l. . L E T- 


* 
— — a 
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LEVEL aa 


1 Oron. Oct. 27, 1743. 
| My Dear, | 


| Received yours of the 22d, and an- 
ſwered it forthwith, but have kept 
the Anſwer by me, having been i in hourly 
| Expectation of a Recruit of F ranks, and 


they are but now arrived. Lou have 


neglected to notice one or two Circum- 


ſtances, which I enquired about. I wiſh 
you. would always Place the Letter be- 


fore you, which you are about to anſwer, 
and anſwer Correſpondents as ſoon as you 


5 can after you hear from them. What 


you thus * While the Feelings are 


Warm 
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warm and lively, though | contained i in 


ſix Lines alone, is worth a whole Vo- 


lume, that 1 is damped by the Coldneſs ; 
of f Delay. 


I bred read Cleveland, but am told it 


is an excellent Book, and ſhe ws bs Plis 


: et les Replis 75 ae Ceur bumain MY ab} 
and accurately. „ „„ 


Ithink <a ſhould read Vida firſt very 
carefully; then Horace ; ; next to him Boi- 
eau ; then Pope's C riticiſm, Buckingham, 
and Roſcommon, progreſſively. The Arch- 
biſhop of e and Le-Foucheur, may 5 


come in laſt. 


3 


Su Particulars as are „ reach by more 

than one of them, ought: to be compared, 
alter you have H_ through the Au- 
e N chors. 


— — 
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thors, For Example, I would have you 


collect and compare all they have ſaid 
upon Epic Poetry together ; ; upon Ode, 

| Satire, Tragedy, and Comedy ; ; and when 
you have Leiſure, write a fort of Me 
5 ment of om for your own Uk. 


You ſhould make yourſelf, a perfect 
Miſtreſs of the principal Figures of 


Speech; ſuch a8 Metaphor, Simile, Al- 
legory, Metonymy, Irony, &c. Con- 


greve's Letter on Humour is a moſt ad. 


mirable Piece. The Preface, or Intro- 


tion to Joſeph Andrews, about Ridicule, 
is well worth conſidering. Fielding i is an 
excellent Judge of Nature and Mankind. 
Congreve' $ Epiſtle to Sir Richard Temple, 
on Affectation, and another, under the 
Name of Cobham, are equally excellent, 


Tan 
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Iam heartily forry you do not under- 
ſtand Latin, on many Accounts ; among 
the reſt, chat you cannot read 7 da in 
the Original. T hough the Tranflation 8 
muſt be allowed pretty good, yet there 
is no coming up to the Beauties of dhe 
Author 8 Lines. 


n 1 miſtake not, Cleveland | is a Rb- 
mance; ; there may, perhaps, be ſome 5 
Truth 1 in it; but 1 never read nor heard 
of a natural Son of CronwelP's under that 
Name, which, had the Story been true, 
muſt have been known long before now. 


3 
1 1 am, | | 
. my dear Nancy, 


your faithful 
and affeRionate Friend, 
45 = P. 
L E T- 
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{x l ihe: 
Oxon. 0a. 3% 745 
My dear Match, 5 


2 yours of the 27th | in due 
' Courſe. I have) written to you on ſo 


many Subjects, that 1 am almoſt ex· 
hauſted; and latterly you have not entered 


into what r have ſaid ſufficiently to give 
me a Handle for proceeding, It is true, 


Tc cannot but admit your Excuſe, in Part, 
to wit, your having ſo much to do during 
your Mother 8 Indiſpofition. Your At 
tion to her muſt create you full Employ” 


| ment, and you are right not to let any 
4 |, Conkideration | interrupt that pious Care. 
; $60 8 5 Inv 


br eta —————— 
— — RIS Fane: 


„„ — 


——— T * 


—— — — — 
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1 maſt heartily acquit you from the Uſe : 


of Pen and Ink, till you are at better = 


Leiſure, and will, in the mean Time, 
endeavour to give you Amuſement, 


1 7 chought to have fa fomething about, 
| Figures in Writing, but you now have : 


Longinus and Vi ida, who explain o_ iy 


much better than 1 can. 5 


in a Letter I wrote you lately, I ob- 
ſerved there. is a great deal of Satire in 
true Comedy. Thave now to add, that 
there is a great deal of Irony in Satire. 

This is a very extenſive Figure, and con- 
verts itſelf into many Shapes. Sometimes 
it is direct, pointed, and ſharp; ſome- 
times it appears in the Shape of Praiſe. 
It . counterfeits Love, Pity, 

Vor. II. —— OS Fear, 
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© Fear, f in mort, what not? Sometimes it 
lurks in Metaphor, Allegory, Compari- 

; fon, Fable, Sc. Dr. Szoift has varied i it 
fo many. Ways, and all ſo naturally and 

pleaſantly, that the Study of his Works, 


eſpecially The Tale of a Tub, and the 
Pieces bound up with i it, gives us a bet- 


ter Idea of true. Irony, i in all its Branches, 


5 than any Deſcription | is s capable of af- 
10G 


1 The Tale of a Tub has repreſented the 


| Fopperies and Abſurdities of the Roman 
Catholic Tenets more glaringly than the | 


 graveſt Diſcourſe in the World could have | 
done, and that under a Story taken from 
common Life. In that Author" s other 
Works, he has expoſed an hundred Fol- | 
hes in ſo droll a Manes, that they ſtrike 


us 
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us in that Way beyond the Power of the 
moſt ſolemn Eſſay or Declamation. How 5 
has he expoſed all Kinds and Degrees of 
| Vain. Glory and Affectation, by imi- 
rating the very Fault he is expoſing! 
2 In how contemptible and juſt a Light 
has he placed the Cuſtom of punning, ok 


talking always proverbially, and all idle x 
| Diſcourſe, b in his Polite Converſation BK 


In ſhort, it is needleſs to ſay more than 


that the whole Art of Ridicule is to be 
learned from Swift. . 28 iT 


” » © 


The only Addition 1 have. to 8 to 


this Subject, is to quote you one Inſtance 
of Irony from the Holy Scriptures, which : 
'Y think as firong! and as buſt as any 1 
ever read. It is in Ridicule of the Priefts 


of Baal, WhO Was a falle God; an del, N 


\ 


3 M 2 


and 
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and no more. His Prieſts invoked him 


to perform a Miracle. Elijah mocketh 


5 them. The Reaſons which he aſſigns for 
5 their God not b their Interoef 


wv ET © WIE 4 Ys 


c Cry aloud,” fays he, es « for be is 2 


1 « God; either he is talking, or be is 
1 « purſuing, or he i is on a Journey ; 3 or, 
- peradventure he leepeth, and muſt 

* be awaked, * 


; All which Gates being fo n of 
à God, the Raillery is conceived, in its 


ful ull Force, the Moment che Prophet 
. opens his Mouth, and muſt be under - 


ſtood by the moſt ordinary apacity. 
The Whole als is worth your read- 


Inge 
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ing. 11 is the 18th of che firft Book of 
. . 


'T do not recollect if I ever mentioned 


to you the 58th Chapter of Iſaiah. + 
1 did, you have not noticed it in any | 
of your Letters ; if I did not, I now re- 
commend it to you. It is admirable, as 
fear a8 reſpects the Subject itſelf; but the 
Dif poſition of the Chapter, the Repeti- 
tions, the Emphaſis and Energy, and 
the many Figures introduced, make it 
_ admirably worth your Notice. The Chap» | 
ter is ſtill more excellent, in-as- much as 


it is full of ſtrong Figures, yet appears 8 


exceedingly ſimple and plain. This is 
the great Beauty of Diction, when the 
| Figures are ſo naturally brought in, that 
| To 3 V 
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we feel their Effect, before we perceive 
them. They ſtrike unſeen. 


| Dryden fays, & Figures ought to be 
worked into a Difcourſe, as if they 
*« were Part of the Tiſſue itſelf, Hat em · 
« boſſed n ie.” * 
95 The Altufion HO", and the Ob- 
ſervation 15 
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LETTER: CXVI- 


Oxon. Nov. 6, 1743+ 
| Dear Nancy, 8 1 8 bes 
Have yours of the third of this Month. 
" You have not yet entered into any 


of the late Subjects I wrote to you about, 


but your former Excuſe, I preſume, ſtill | 
| exiſts, and it is too ſtrong to be op- 
re 


It is not material Whether you. ever 


read Polite Converſation again or no; the 


Moral of that Satire i is too obvious to re- 
quire much Attention, it being deſigned 
only t. to ridicule the infipid Converſation 
| M 4 N that 
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that paſſes too ordinarily among the mof 
faſhionable People, And can it well he 


wondered at, When ſo little Attention 


2 paid to the Education of Children, 

z whether Male or Female, in 1 higher Lite? 
Ws qualify them for Company (ſuch is the 

_ faſhionable Phraſe) is the chief Object 
IM . of Parents in that Style; that is, to 
[i make a Bow, dance a Minuet, and play 
at Cards. The two firſt I acknowledge | 


| to be agreeable, and even neceſſary Quali- 


fications, provided they are accom panied 


: with ſomething intrinſic. But while fo 
much Care is employed in gracing the 

| Outſide, ſurely ſome little might be uſed 
In cultivating the Mind. Perhaps Maſter 
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| is ſent to ſome public Seminary, and Miſs 
toa Boarding: School; at both which 
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of Education is the laſt attended to, if it 
be at all. They are quickly launched 
into Life (poor Souls l) and poſfibly to 
the moſt important State of Life, Matri- 
mony, (as Family- Purpoſes and Intereſts 
lead, or rather, too often miſlead) with- 
out a ſingle Idea to bleſs themſelves with, 
| or even knowing that there is ſuch a 
Thing as a Mind to inſpire and regulate 
their 8 Compoſition. 


The Reaſon for calling The Tale of a. 
Tub by. that Name, is, I think, pretty 
plain. We call any ite, romantic Story, f 
4 Tale of 4 Tub, and if this Story of 
Soift's were to be taken in a literal 
| Senſe, none. ever more juſtly deſerved the 
Name. | 


Ms. : I would: 
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1 would have you look often on the 


Abſtract of Vida, while you are. reading 
him. Beſides the Beauty of his Stile, 
the Worth, Weight, and Importance of 
| his Subject, beſides theſe! ſay, the Order, 
5 Diſpoſi ition, and Method of his Poem, 


is admirable; preferable, in my Opinion, 
to all the reſt. 


You wobl read Boileau —_. great 


Care, and make the ſame Uſe of your 


Abſtracts with them all. Have you yet 


5 got a thorough Conception of the Prin- 
cipal Figures in Rhetoric and Poetry, 


the chief, I mean, which I pointed out 


do vou? L lope to bave un Anfwer w 


this Queſtion ſoon, and your Obſerva- 


5 tions on thoſe Paſſages in the Holy Scrip- 
_ _ tures Which 1 recommended. Your Let- f 


ters 
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ters are always acceptable and entertain- 
ing, my dear Nancy, to 
Your ever alfectionate 


J. P. 


. 8. 1 wiſh you would mention the 
Dates of my Letters, when you acknow- 


ledge the Receipt of them. 


LETTER CXVIL 


Oxon. Nov. 13, 1743. 
My dear Nancy, | 


J Have the Pleaſure of yours. of the 
roth. Vou ſay there are ſome Fi- 


gures, which you do not, in any wiſe, 
underſtand. . Add to Longinus, Vi da's 
Diſcourſe on this Point, in his thir 
M 6 „ 


252 GENUINE LETTERS, 
Book, and you muſt acquire a due No. 
tion of the principal Figures or Fropes, 


. both! in Poetry and Rhetoric. Metaphor 
is the chief. of all; and even the princi- 
. pal Figures, next to Metaphor, ate : but 


8 Species or Branches of 1 it. 


. Metaphor is the Uſe of a Word in 
3 borrowed Senſe. The principal Pro: 
perties and Uſes of it, re, 


Firſt, to expreſs Things for which we 
| have not ſuitable W ords 0 or Phraſes; 1 
Secondiy, to expreſs them ſo Arongly, 


as to convey decy and agreeable Im- 
| preffions ; CE = 5 


"Thirdly, to give us the Repreſentation 
and Reſemblance of two o Things a at once. 


In 
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In ſhort, it is like a Picture, where 


the Reſemblance to the Thing painted 
gives us the chief Pleaſure. 


Near the eng of the third Book 
1 4 ida's Art of Poetry, there is this glo- 
rious Deſcription of Metaphor : 7 


See how the Poet 1 flat 3 Grate . 

A native Term to giu⸗ a Stranger Place ! 
From di F rent Images, with Ju Succeſs, 
He cloaths his Matter in the barrow 'd Dreſs ;. 


. 7 he borrew'd L Dreſs the 8 themſelves ad- 


mire, 


4d wonder whence 4 drew the e, Ate 


tire; 3 


Proud of ei raviſd Spoils, they now d 0b 


Their former ( Colour and their genuine Nume, L 


And, in.another Garb more beauteous grown,. 
Prefer the foreign Habit to their own. 


After 
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After producing ſome beautiful Inſtan- 


ces where the Metaphor is thus happily 
introduced, he proceeds, and illuſtrate 


his Sentiment with a Simile, which 


——— — — > — — * * 
— — _y — 
— — = - — 5 — — > 
Vo 


deſerves our higheſt Admiration ; 


7 
— — 


Pleas'd with the borrow'd Charms, the Rea: 
_ ders find I 
A Crowd of diff rent ſhaper combi d, | 
Riſe from a ſingle Object to the Mind. OS 
8 the pleas d Trav ler en a Mountain 5 
Brow | 
Views the calm Sarfoce of the Seas below, 
The wide beneath the floating Ocean lies, 
The firſt immediate Object of his Eyes, 
He ſees the Fore fts tremble from within, 
And gliding Meadows paine the Deep. with 
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green; „ 
While to his Eyes the fair Deluſions paſs 
In gay Succeſſion thro' the watry Glaſs. | 
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We have no adequate Words in our 


Language to expreſs the Intenſeneſs of 


Love, or the Extravagance of any vio- 


a kind Diſpoſition, that be has a warm 
bas a cold, or a hard Heart, 


feel with Anger ; : our Hearts leap with 


Vir gil, deſcribing Dido concealing her 
Love, ſays, 


She feeds within her Veins a Flame unſeen. 


D 


lent Paſſions ; for which Reaſon i it is very 

common to make uſe of Metaphor in 
our uſual Diſcourſe ; 3 ir Example, we 
burn with Love—we are inflamed. with 


Rage, Ge. We ſay of a Man who 1 is of 
Heart, of one otherwiſe diſpoſed, that he 
We melt 


into Tears; we fir nk with Grief ; we. 


Joy; we die with Fear; ; and ſo on. 


. 


— > 


2 
* 
—_— — 


* — "I ic 
. FEI — 2 > 3 
, n 323 wy * — 2 
1 p > > 7 3 1 3227 . —— 2 - 
- 1 — = —— * — = , = - * 5 = pe — — 
— 3 © 2 2 * 2 * — 8 


=. 
— 


Ss 


A 1 
* PS 
TE 
— 
. Z 
— * _ 2 
- WY 
— > er 


256 GENUINE LETTERS: 
In the Holy Scriptures theſe metapho- 
rical Expreſſions are frequently met, 


God higes his Face, or . upon us, 
vi. 


04 Hide thy F Face from my Sins, and 
« Blot out all my Miſdeeds.” a 
"I Let thy Mercy ſhine upon us! pr 
Lift up: the Light of wy Countenance 


5 upon us.“ 


In other In flance ces, where we uſe Me- 
| taphors to expreſs. Things with more 


Strength, and make 2 deeper Impreſſion, 
for a dull Diſcourſe, we fay a cold, life- 


| leſs Diſcourſe. A Poet, inſtead of tell 
ing us, the Side- Board Was Mit with 


| Plate, fays, 


D Side-Board groan'd with Plate ; 
Meta- 
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Metaphor is ſometimes uſed to bring 
the Thing, from which it is borrowed, 
before our Eyes, that we may enjoy the 


Beauty of the Similitude. Coꝛoley ſays, 7 


The beechen Bowl foams with a Flood * 2 ine; 


and Pope, 


1 Tide 7 2 flow, and fill te Plau. 


| What a beautiful Reſemblance is this ! 
| It not only preſents us with the Idea of 
a great Crowd breaking! into an Intrench · 
ment, but likewiſe with that of a raging 
Le breaking over its Banks; and to add 
to both, conveys the perfect Reſemblance 
| which each hears to the other. 3 


Sometimes the Metaphor of a Meta» 
, Phor | 18 made uſe of; for Example, we 


uſually | 
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uſually call a dull Preacher a heavy Preach 

er. Pope carries this Word heavy, which 
5 in itſelf i is a Metaphor, to a Metaphor be- 
| yond it, where he 8 in his new Dunciai 


 leaden Gilbert preadf4, 


; Elo is is a metaphorical Expreſion for 
8 dul, and leaden for wag 


1 will trouble you no farther, til! 
know whether you chuſe I: ſhould thus 
proceed to perfect you in the Knowledge 

of Fi igures ; ; if you do, I ſhall bring you 
wo acquainted with the reſt of the metapho 


rical Family, their Relations, and De- 
5 ſcendants. 


Ian, my dear Nunes. 


yours very truly, 


ee 
P. 8. J know 


— — *- 


— "ve 7 


— — X 
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P. S. I know y will drink my Health 


— Peet 
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LETTER CXVIIl 


DR 2 
neg — 
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. —— 
EIS tenth oe ee ˖ --- een 


_w- Oxford, N ov. 26, 1743. 
My Dear, 5 


— 
— 


; 'OU cannot conceive how much 
MM you have pleaſed me, in ſubmitting 
to ſo unentertaining a Subject for a 
[ an, rather than be without Inſtruc- 
It is but undergoing a little dif- 
KEE Labour now, to reap the Plea- 
fure hereafter ; for that you certainly 
will; and without a thorough Knowledge 
of the Grounds of Rhetorick, the moſt 
elegant Author or Orator can never take 
[a proper Poſſeſſion of you. 


JW e You. 
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to GENUINE LETTERS, 


You aſk, in your laſt, about Poly: 


totes, and Gradations; L ſhalt theref 
make chem the Subject of this Letter, 


Their ordinary Names FY Polyptotm, 


and Climar, which are both Greek Words 
3 need not here inſert what Login 
ſays of them, but refer you to him, 
I ſhall only obſerve that, beſide the 
Subſtitution of one Number or Tenk 
for another, (which is, the: Pohyptetn) 
or rather the Licence of 10: doing, there 
is often. great Beauty in it; eſpecially 


in the Greek and Latin Languages 


and chiefly in the former, owing 90 
the Variety of Terminations in their 


verbs and Nouns. The French Lat 


guage too exceeds ours in this . patty 


| culas, 
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cular, t though it falls very mort of the 


other two. 


That you may clearly underſland what 
[ mean, take he following Example i in 
F Trench. 


Si vous m'aviez aime autant que Je 


« aimaſſe, quand vous ne m'aimiez pas?” 


Do you not here perceive 2 beautiful 
Variety | in the Perſons and Tenſes ? Take 


cover a total Want of | it. 


u better than any Perſon ; but would you 
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© vous aime, je vous aimerois mieux que 


« Perſonne ; mais vouliezyousque} je vous 


the ſame in Engliſh, and you will dif- ; 


« If you had loved me as well as J ; 
17 love you, I would have loved vou 


40 have 5 
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208 * have had me love you, when you di 


oy not at all love me p” 


* 


Here you i fob nothing: but love and levy 
all along, and this, 1 preſume, exphin 


What L mean. 


The Climax is a noble and beau: 


; eiful Figure, when managed with 
out Affectation. We aſcend fron 
one Step to another, building, as it wer, 
| 1 58 ſomething © on ſomething laid down be. 
1 fore, till we come to the great Point, x 


which we aim. 1 will give you tio 


. Inſtances, one on a ludicrous, the other 
0 on a ſolemn Subject. How excellent 
is the Tumult and Confuſion increaſed! In 
the Poem of the Alley, (which I ſent you 
2 ſome Time ſince) from. a Girl's Whim: 


peri 
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Cid | pering to a Boy's roaring, Dogs barking, . 
Vixens ſcolding, and Swine grunting! 
Again, How beautiful is che Gradation | 
Ved 


of Diſtreſs 3 in Congreve $ Paſtora / 


| 
hh No more the Nymph Gall with . Tales 


delight, 


Her Ears u more with Dance pleaſe her FAM 7 
All | 


Nor ever mare ſhall. Swain make Song of Mi th, 
the 


Ty bleſs the joyous Day, that gave her Birth: 
Loft is that Day, which had from her its Light, 

For ever loſt with her, in endleſs Night; 

F In endleſi Night, and Arms of Death fbe lies, 

Death in eternal Shades has 221 Paſtor's Hes. 


15 


This Figure, you may obſerve by the 
foregoing Example, is generally accom- 
panied by Repetition, I will add one 
more Inſtance from the great Tillotſon, 
not only to illuſtrate this Figure, (which ; 
indeed it does to an Excellency) but alſo 


for 


264 GENUINE LETTERS, 


for the Beauty, Juſtneſs, and Vrilit o 
the Obſervation. 


- After we | have practiſed good Ae 


Y < tions a while, they become eaſy ; ; and 


<0 « when they are eaſy, we begin to take 


« Pleaſure i in them and when they pleaſe 
us, we do them frequently ; and by 
«) Frequency of Acts, C Thing grows 
. into a Habit; and a confirmed Habit 
& is a ſecond Kind of Nature; and ſo 

44 far as any Thing is natural, ſo far it 
Le neceſſary, and we can hardly do 
« otherwiſe ; ; nay we do it many Times 


« when \ we do not think of it.. 


Vou will obſerve that this great Maſter 
of Eloquence avoids repeating the fame 
Word too literally, but uſes a Sort of 


Variation | to give a greater Beauty to 
bis 
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his Diſcourſe, and to avoid ſeeming af 
fected, to which Cenfure an exact Re- 
petition. would n have expoſed 


? bim. 


5 The Omiſſion of Copulatives adds much | 


Grace to a Diſcourſe, on ſome Occaſions, - 


| particularly in Haſte or Paſſion ; $ for 


Inſtance, Gorun—fy—be quick, Sec. 8 


and on others, great Beauty is derived 


from their being multiplied. The Quo- 
15 tation, I have already made from the 


Arch- Biſhop, wherein the Word and i is 


found no leſs than fix Times, renders it 
unneceſſary to ſeek further for an Ex- 


"+ - 


1 may probably take another Oppar- 
tunity to enlarge ſomewhat further on 


Vol. II. 2 N e Theſe 
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theſe two oppoſite Fi Ro 1 hope to 
ſee you about Chriſtmas, | 
| | 5 'þ P. 

fs 8. After Wes the above, my 


Dear, yours of Yeſterday came to Hand, 
andi is there anſwered. Fo x thank God, 1 


am very well, and drank your Health, 
” your Mama 8 and Aunt . on the four- 


tenth, as you did mine. Vour Letrer 
5 gives me much Pleaſure, | 


: Encore; adios ! | ma chere. In 


LETTER CxIX, 


Oxford, Nov. 2, 1743: 

My dear, 
8 you now underſtand a Meta 
- phor, I ſhall ſay no more on that 


Head, but conſider the Figures, which 
| are 
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are near a-kin to it. Theſe ate, Meto- 


| nymy, Synecdoche, Hyperbole, Tre ony, 


Simile, N F able, and Cata- 


chreſis. 


Bebe 1 proceed, let me tranſeribe a 
Paſſage out of BlackwelP's new Intro- 
duction to the Claſſics, with a little Ad- 
dition, ' You may get Acquaintance with 


this odd Family, through his Means, 1E 


dare ſay. He is intimate with them. 


There i is a general Analogy and Res 


laionfip between all Tropes ; and in 
all of them we uſe a foreign or ſtrange 


Word, inftead of one that is proper. 


Hence we ſometimes tay one Thing, 


and mean another quite different ; but 
: this is not always the Caſe. Theſe 
Nu: 7 ropes, 
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Tropes, like other Relations in Like, 
are ſome nearer, ſome farther removed. 


412 
7 F 
TE; 


When we advance one Thing, and 


5 then ſay ſome other, which has a near 
| Afſinity t to it, it is a x Synecdoche, | 


8 When we i one Thing, at mean 


another mutually depending, it is a 
. Jes 


When we ſay one Thing, and mean 


the very opal, it is Irony. 


When we fay one ie Thing, and mean 
another like to it, it is a Metaphor. 


A Metaphor long continued is an 


Allegory. | „ 
An 


An Allegory turned into a Story 18 


Language is a P arable. 


Y Cutachreſs. 


tain of them all; 3 and: * _ in 
Verbs; 


tween them. 


wiſe Man A Cato or a Solomon; a ſtrong 


Man, a ; Hereules 3 A handſome. Youth, 
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called a Fable, and in the Scripture- 


f When a Metaphor is carried into a 
great Degree of Boldneſs it is an Hy- 
perbole; ; and when it is far. fetched. : 


or carries ſome Impropriety i in it, tis 


Tbe Metaphor is the Source and-Foun- 


Metonymy les moſt in. Nouns, and this i, 
is the beſt Diſtinction I can make be- 5 


"TD exemplify the latter, We call a 


N —— | 
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an Adonis; a fine Woman, a Venus, 0 or 
an Angel. 


The Tnflance is preſerved too between 
rational Creatures, and Brutes. A rude 


— 9 Rm, 
__. 


Fellow | 18 termed a Bear, a bold Fel- 
: low, a Lyon. : 40 Go, tell that Fox 


« _— = — — = 
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. &c. ſays our Saviour, ſpeaking of Herod, 
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Ce Page 
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Who was a cunning, W e 
Prince. 


| Again, between animate, and inani. 
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mate Beings; 3.2 fine Woman is a Jewel, 
2 Roſe, a Lith. "0 Our God,” fays the 
nad < is a conſuming Fire.” «] 


am the Vine,” - declares our Saviour; 


i and even names himſelf by Appellations 
of Qualities and Virtues, as well as by 
thoſe of i inanimate Beings—viz.— — 1 am 


the = . 9 66 the Truth” * $4 the Life,” 


( 


Rivers 


1 
4 7 
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| Rivers are often named to imply the 
country through which they Paſs, ef. 
pecially if they be the chief Rivers; pb: * 
in a Line of Prior, 


Her Warriors Anna ſnd; fro Tweed on 
+. Ip hames,” 8 


10 8 Metonymy properly, we 
ſhould ſtart a new Thought 1 elſe it is 
to no Purpoſe; for why mould we call 
any one a Sir Francis Wronghead, un- 
leſs we defi ign to paint him under that 
Character; "IT Pri tor had meant Toeed 
and Thames in a proper Senſe, there 
would have been 1 no Meaning in the 


: Expreſſion | at all. 


WY | 


"The Figure Synecdoche i is aekined 9 
A Part being placed for the Whole, 
N4 as 
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2500 My dear Heart.” The Romans faid, 
My dear Head 7 Honeſt Heart! Honeſt 
Breaſt. / Rc. It is again ſeen, when the 
Containing is uſed for the Contained, 
as, Drink this Oui, Fat of this Diſs 
| Ihe whole Theatre burſt into Tears 
: —Greece was in Confufion—frica was 
in Arms The Rhine and Danube made 5 


their Submiſſions to Ceſar. Again, when 
Plurals are uſed for Singulars. As if 


1 veteran Actor ſhould lay, Your Win 
and your Ci bhers were not com parable to 


the Bettertous ane Barrys of che former 
Faß; 


This Ngo: is uſed. both to extal 
0 and depreciate, as you will eaſily diſcern, 
Great Judgment is required in the Ma- 
nagement of 8% and indeed of all. 

3 
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N othing is more ridiculous than A i 


gure il. placed. 

1 here is a Paſſage | in Claudian 55 ex- 
cellent, that I muſt inſert | it. You will 
diſcover 1 in it, the Metaphor, the Meto- 
nymy, the Synecdoche, and the Hyper- 
bole. It. loſes a great Deal of its 
Beauty, to be ſure, when ſtripped of | 


the Original Language 3 ; where | it runs 


thus— 


—— —Maduerunt Saxone fuſo 


Orcades; incaluit Piftorum Sanguine Thule; 


N Scotorum Cumulos flevit poli Lerne. 
This literally tranlated, 


The Orkneys v were dren ched, the Saxon 


6 „ being e overthrown; : Thule grew warm 
e with the Blood of the Pitts, and the 
« icy River Terne mourned, in Tears, the | 


Heaps of the Scots, that were ſlain,” mY 
# 0 


Ld 
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In my next, I ſhall go through the 
other Tropes, and ſhew you. the Dif. 

- ference between what! 18 called a Trope, 
and what a Figure. In the mean Time 
1 leave it to you to find out where the 
Beauties of the above: cited 1 0 of 


Claudian the, 
Adieu ! | 


$942 (hl 
al: 1 


5 
LETTER CXX. 


Oxon, Dec. 4, 3743 
Wy dear Miner, 


Have not heard from you fince Sunday 


laſt, ſo not baving any Thing to an- 


ſwer, 1 mall reſume my Diſcourſe, where 


1 left off. 8 
1 ſhall 
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Þ ſhall not make any Mention of Trony, 


as you underſtand it ſufficiently; nor 
need I ſay much of Hyperbole. It is 
only an Exaggeration of Things be- 
yond the Reality, to make a deeper Im- 
preſſion, or to give us a ſtronger Idea 
of what is meant to be conveyed to the 
Mind. We often run naturally into this, 
as indeed all Figures have their Source 
from our Paſſions and Senfibilities. How 
common is it to tay, feoeeter than Ho- 
ney, whiter than Snow, when, in Truth, | 
we mean no-more than to ſay, very wer, 


and very White. 


An Hyperbole, fike Irony, appears in 
the Shape of other Figures, ſometimes. 
in Similies, as, like the Snozy for WWhite- 

neſs; and there are Degrees in che Hy- 


N 6. perbole 
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perbole, as in the Simile ; ow; ſpeaking | 


of any antient Cuſtom, we often ſay, ar 
old. as the Creation; and, ' when we 


would: raiſe the Compariſon higher, we 


| ſay, older than the Creation. This Fi. 
gure is noble, when judieiouſſy uſed, 
but when improperly, it is harſh, un. 


2 couth, and degenerates into a Catachre- 


There are ſo many noble Hyper 


boles in Homer and Virgil, and particularly 
in the Holy Writings, that it is needles 
i to quote them. 


- 


A bold Metaphor becomes: an Hyper 


bole, a ftrong extravagant” Hanel 
becomes a Catachreſis, and even in this 
there is ſome Beauty, when introduced 
with = Jag 


A Me- 
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A Metaphor and Hyperbole are ſome- 
times ſoftened by a Compariſon ; ; and 
there is a Manner of expreſſing that Com- 
pariſon, whereby not only the two firſt 
Figures, but even the third itſelf, is ſof- 


dened 'J and this is Tometimes neceſſary 
| to be contrived, „ to avoid Expreſſions 


which otherwiſe would be too . | 
All theſe mal be ſpoken of in their 

due Places, but I ſhall confine the Re- 

mainder of this Letter wy to the Hy- 


1 | 


„ che firſt Place, an e or 
be direct, as : 


The Giant s Head 0 ertoppid the Clouds; 


and the Pexury of the Image preſented, bY 
and Manner of the Deſcription, frequently 
CE 25 
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fet off this Figure, and totally conceal 
the Extravagance of the Fancy. Virgil 
1) gives us an Example of this in theninth 
1 . Book of his Aneid, near the End. He 
1 9 tells us, 'Camilla 

| Outftripp'd the Winds in Speed upon the Plain, 
Flew 0er the Fields, nor hurt the beardedGrain; 


| 0 She fwept the Seas, and as ſhe ſtimn'd yy” 
Her Hing Feet, unbatl'd on Billews . 


5 This Paſſage is very aa 47 


0 bas rendered it, but it is ten Times 


more ſo in the Original. Virgil ſays, 


e She could have fown along the up- 


cc permoſt Tops of a Field of Corn un- 


46 cut, nor have hurt the tender Stalks 


cc, in ber Courſe; or ſhe could have taken | 


E « her War. through the Middle of the 


60 Sea, 


ie” 


y, 
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10 Sea, raiſed high with ſwelling Billows, 


&© nor ſo much as 8 the Soles of her 
C6 « ſwift * eet in 2 them.” 


0 his is A literal Tranſlation ; but no: 
Deſcription can reach the Beauties of the 
Original. ' Obſerve the pleaſing. Meta- 
phors of flying inſtead of running faſt 3 


| of burting the Grain inſtead of treading it 
don; and the Word which I have ren- 


dered dipp'd, is in the Latin lageret, and 


conveys lefs than dipping ; 5 iꝗt Ehe no 


more than wetting or tinduring. 


An Hypetbols, i the next Place, may 


de indirect, as in a Com pariſon; thus, 


It 1 as if the Cyclades again 
Mere rooted up, and yn? in the Main, 
Oy 
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5 Kind, which can any where be found; 


and ſurely the Occaſion not only requires, 
but commands it. I think it is the Pro- 


tals in Compariſon with the infinite“ 
great and powerful God, ſays, 
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Or floating Mountains floating Mountains net, 
Such was the firſt Encounter of the Fleet. 


EKneid, Book viii, near the End, 


When Hyperboles are very frong 


the Subject or the Object at the inſtant, 
the Hurry, Heat, and Paſſion, ought not 


nd to deſerve, but even to require 


x ſhall conclude 1 Letter ich one 


Example from the Holy Scripture, | 
where the Boldueſs of the Figure, in 


my Opinion, exceeds every thing of that 


phet Iſaiah, who, ſpeaking of poor Mor- 


= 
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40 we are as Nothing, yea leſs than 


. Nothing in thy Sight,” 


Does not this Qrike us wh a prodi- 


gious Idea of the infinite Diſproportion - 


berween God and us S 


Though theſe I are 1 un- 
derſtood, yet it requires much Nicety and 


Attention to diſcover how, when, and 


where they are to be applied, what 
E Degree of Force or Abatement is to be | 


W uſed in the. Application, and how they 
ſhould be dreſſed out for the Purpoſe. 8 


1. am, my . 
1 


L E T. 


— — —— 


I Inn, — rn wen - 2 - 2 
9 — - 2 — _ — - * 
— —— 9 — — — — * 
” ” 
3 I Ear ern TERS CD — , — | 
——— —— a _ —— — 2 2 88 
n — FW we =. Com : \ 

— PIES C — — — - - 


— 


A” 
— 2 
— — 
— — — — 


— .  m— 


— 1 ” 
Mo EE, —_ Ar rH. 
— — 2 


— 


— _ = * - 
== — — 2 
— — Toe — 


— 
8 —— E= = 
——— —— — TIS 
R ů —— — - 
- — 7 
— 2 — — 4 — * = 
— — — — 
rr Oo EE S 
— — — 
_—_— - 


——— 


—————— 
— — 
— - — 


F - — — 
E q 
= — — —— w 
* — — — — — _ — - 2 
—— — —— WY E <P K — = 
5 — — r DEA EMC — 
— » — . * - 4 dE EEE _ 
3 g — Er. — 5 — — — — 
— — — ror ————_— Trp — — —x— — — 
— ad - — - - — — 
2 === — ry 4 - 
— - 2 - — , — 
— 2 — - 2 — — — L 


282 GENUINE LETTERS, 


Paſſages of the Canticles, which you 
quoted, they would be ſtill more bea- 


of the Oriental Language to the Coldaels 
of ours. 


LETT e 
ou. Dec, 8, 5 % 


Des Naney, 


V, o⁰ obſer ve very truly, chat if the 
1 Word as were taken out from the 


tiful; and indeed it is not in the Orig: 


nal. 'You ſee the as is in Italick Cha- 
rafters, which is conſtantly uſed when 
Words, that were. not in! the Original 
are added to make the Senſe more intel 
Ugidle, or to ſuit the warm Expreſſions 


1 
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The Simile, or Compariſon, is a Figure 
| eafily comprehended, but | a ſkilful Per- 
ſon alone knows how and when to uſe 

| One general and unerring Caution 
W to this, as well as to the other 
Tropes a- kin to it; namely, that Baſeneſs 
or Meanneſs, Impropriety, Loathſomeneſs, - 
Obſcenity, and Prophaneneſs, are to be 
avoided. A low and unworthy Com pariſon 


ſhould never interfere with a grand Sub- 
ect. Homer is blamed for this in many In- 


ſtances, I ſhall mention only one; to or 
where he compares iar to an Aſs. 
| refer you to what Vida had advanced in 
his Disfavour, and Pope 1 in his Defence. 
There is however great Propriety in the 
Compariſon, that lies in the Action ot 
Behaviour of the one and the other, on 


the Occaſions that Homer mentions, 
though 


1 
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Paſtges of the Canticles, | which you 


LETTER CXXL 


„%% NOS IO l Oxon, Dec. 8, 1113, 
Dear Nancy, „„ 


V o⁰ obſer ve very truly, that if th 
Word as were taken out from the 


quoted, they would be till more beas 
tif; and indeed 3 it is not in the Orig 


You ſee the as 18 in Italick Cha 


ue which is conſtantly uſed When 
: Words, that were not inl the Original, 
are added to make the Senſe more intel 
Üigible, or to ſuit the warm Expreffions 
of the Oriental Language t to the Coldne 
of ours. - 


The 
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The Simile, or Compariſon, i is a Figure 8 
eafily comprehended, but a ſkilful Per- 0 


| fon alone knows how and when to uſe 


One general and unerring Caution 


Th to this, as well as to the other 


Tropes a-kin to it; namely, that Baſeneſs 
or Meanneſs, Impropriety, Loathfomeneſs, 


Obſcenity, and Prophaneneſs, are to be 


avoided. A lowand unworthy Com pariſon : 
ſhould never interfere with a grand Sub- 


jet. Homer is blamed for this in many In- 


ſtances, I ſhall mention only one » to wit, ; 
where he compares Ajax to an Aſs. I 
refer you to what Vi da bad advanced in 
his Disfavour, and Pope in his Defence. 
There is however great Propriety in the - 
Compariſon, that lies i in the Action ot 


Behaviour of the one and the other, on 


the Occafions that Homer mentions, 
though 
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though not in the Peron of Hjax and the 
Af; but even the Introduction of them 

. any how 1 in a Likeneſs together, or pre- 
| ſenting the Idea of one with the Other, 
ſeems to debaſe the Thing compared, 
** il, ſays V7 Vi da, would never have done 

| this, and indeed we find him delicate in 
his Applientions, | and* ever | ſtudiouſy 


cautious to avoid low and groſs Com 
FRO: 


* 


1 There is a itz age Simile * 
5 one of Pope 8 Epiſtles, about Weſtphalia 
. Hogs; nothing but the Loathſamenek 
of the Vice he is decrying, and his De. 
ſign of making it en can er 
cuſe it. 


Prophane Compariſons ſhock Peop 
of Virtue, as much as People of Breed 


ing. 


ing. I will give you one-Inſtance, which 


II have many Times heard with Pain, 


unintelligible or unaccountable Manner, 
I have heard a Pretender at Wit exclaim, 


| <6 paſſeth all Underſtanding "ng alluding 


ali played with and ſcoffed at. Some Per- . 
no; ſons were ſo warm in the Revolution- 


When any one has talked or acted in an ; 


Oh! that's like the Peace. of God, it 


— 2 . 


prophanely to the Benediction at the End 
of the Communion-Service. Words and : 
Phraſes, which have been ſanctified and 
Conſecrated in an eſpecial Manner to re- 


ligious Purpoſes, ought not idly to be 


Intereſt, that they called King William the 
Saviour of the Nation. It is true there 
was no actual Harm 1 in this, but another 
Term might have been found, and with 


a better Grace, While we have ſo conſtant 


and 


— 2 


— — 55 
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and material a an Idea devoted to the Word 
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Saviour. Tk eb * 


Pop has been blamed by Skis Perſon 

for calling Agamemnon, King of Kings; 

| that Appellation having been ſo ſolemnly 

| conſecrated to God, in the Revelations 
and elſewhere in the Holy Writings, | 


We are not to expect A Compariſin 
ſhould hitin every Particular ; it is enough 
i the Thing, to which we allude, agree 
with the Thing compared in the prin- 
cipal Point or Nan that we intend t to 


Hluftrate. | 


"160M ſhort Compariſon. 15 Wy a 
into a Metaphor; but where it tuns into 

2 | Length of nee it is impol- 
ſible 


= 


- 


i * 
4 * + 
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ole to do it. For Example, when Vir- 


7 nd of the Book, where he likens the 


ſon Particulars are ſo many, and the Illuſ- 

lation fo extenſively beautiful, that it 
0 ould not be comprized within che | 

in- | 


hos of a Metaphor. s 


ro — or 4 ſnowy Mountain ; 3-in 


Ei, in the twelfth Book of the Æneid, 
ompares Aineas and Turnus, i in the Heat 
of the Battle, to two T orrents ruſhing 
own a Precipice, and laying every thing 


ate before them; and again, near the 


ſame Heroes, Turnus flying, and LEneas 
purſuing,” to a Deer and a Hound, the 


| Where the Metaphor 1 be too 
ard or obſcure, then a Simile ! 1s neceſ- 
ay ; for- Inflance, It would haye been 
ncouth in Homer to have called Hector 


the 
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the one Place therefore he ſays, & he eam 
L. on the Greeks/ike ſudden Night,” which 

creates a ſtrong Idea of Terror 3 and h 
the other, © like a ſnowy Mountain,” frg 
His Figure being ſo conſpicuous, andli 
dining Arms. 


Let me here digreſs a ; Moment ad 
raiſe your Admiration, Perhaps, your l. 
dignation. Some piddling Criticks, wh, 
-forſooth, would have a Compariſon li 


in every Particular, and look in the wroy 
Place for the Simile, have found Fai 
with the laſt I mentioned. „ What, 
ay they, cc does a ſnowy Mountii 
% move * as if the Eſſence of the Simik 
conſiſted in the Motion. No, fureh 
che Beauty i is only i in the awful Appen 


"ance of a Mountain covered with -Snonwif 
5 whid 


TTY 
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which Hector reſembled when he moved 


along, towering in his Stature, and ſhining 


in his — 


As v Cd; TY not be exact in 
every Particular, ſo ſometimes a Poet of 
a ſublime Genius will run his Deſcrip- 


tion beyond the Compariſon, when any 


ſingular Quality or Circumſtance ſtrikes 3 
upon his Fancy, though it has nothing 
to do with the Compariſon itſelf, or the 


Matter that introduced it. Whe ther 


this is ſtrietly allowable by the nice 


Rules of Criticiſm, I ſhall not determine ; ; 
but ſurely | it is very natural, and, in my 
Opinion, highly beautiful. The French 


call theſe Compariſons 4 longue Queue. 
Many of them are to be found in Homer 
and M. hon. They are not ſo . in 


vor. II. — 8 Vi il, 
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Virgil, though E ſhall inſtance you one 
from him, becauſe it 1s but ſhort, and 
has been the Subject of much Alterca. 
tion among the learned. It is in the fit 
Book of the Eneid, and thus tranſlatel 
by Dodes, 


So on E urota 's * Banks, or p Cynthus' Height, 
: Diana ſeems, and ſ%% 2 charms the Sight, 
When in the Dance the graceful Goddeſs leads 
The Choir of Nymphe, and over-tops their lads 
| Known by her Quiver and her Lefty Mien, 
N She walks majeſtic, and ſhe looks their Queen; ; 


Latona ſees her ſhine above the reſt, 
And nds with ſecret Foy her filent Breaf 1. 
Trappe 


* Line 502. Qual ab Eurote Ripis &c. 


+ Rowe, in his Tragedy of aße es, deſcribing 
Penelope, has imitated this Paſſage very cloſely, 


Diana rhus on Gut bus ſhady Top, $2 
Or by Eurota's Stream, leads to the Chace 
9 Fe. : e 


One 
and 
[Ca 
firſ 
ated 


07 Form celeflial a all, troop by her Side: 
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Trapp's Tranſlation is more literal and 
nearer to the Words of Pirgil than Dry- E 
er's; ; well it might, you will ſay, in- A 
as- much as he was not fettered to 3 


| Rhyme, e 1 
| fs on Eurota 8 Benks,. or  Opnthus Top, 


Diana leads her Train; ; 4 thouſand Nymphs 
Encliſe her round, herſelf ber Quiver bears 
High on her Shoulder, and with flately Walk 
O'ertops them all. A ſecret Pleaſure Ps” 
Along Latona's Bref duch Dido as. 


The Paſſage about Latona 1 is, in 1 the Ori- 5 
ginal, literally thus, 


os beat quite thro Latona 5 , lent Bragg 0. 
He V. Eg rain; a. ae lovely Nymphs 


Anidſt a thouſand Nn hs the Goddeſs Handi cons 
feld, 
I Beauty, Majefly, and Port divine, 
Supreme, and eminent. Act I. 
* Line 506. Latonæ tacitum pertentant Gaudia 
ED Pectus. | 


O 2 a” 3 
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but there is no coming vp to Pirgi 
himſelf. 


Now what I mean particularly to ob- 


ſerve, is, the Circumſtance of Latona' 
Joy. This has nothing to do with the 

Compariſon itſelf, and therefore ſome 
Critics wiſh it had been omitted. Lam 
not one of their Number. 1 think 3 it adds 
great Beauty to the Paſſage. Is any 
thing more lovely than ſuch a Reflection 

as this? Would it not immediately and 
almoſt irreſiſtibly ſtrike a Poet of a noble 
Fancy And is it not highly natural that 
a Parent ſhould be in Tranſport at the 
Sight of a Child in ſuch an Attitude 
if I may ſo expreſs myſelf? The 
chief among ten thouſand,” as the Ser 
ture 


Y o 
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ture terms it, and according to. Orway, 
(if I do not err) 


on ten e | eminently Hnown ? 


Does not t the Poet give us allo a lovely 
Inſtance of Decorum, in deſcribing. the 
Parent modeſtly attempting to conceal 
her Tranſports of Joy, too delicate in 
her Feelings to exult openly > How ju- 
dicious a Writer was Virgil! 


The Fancy and Judgment of a Poet 
is not more conſpicuous i in any Particu- 
lar, than i in a noble and apt Simile ele- ; 
| gantly expreſſed ; for which Reaſon, I 

could wiſh you, my dear, to remark ſuch 4 


| carefully in all your reading, but more 


\ a Vi irgil, and Mi Hon. | 
. 


eſpecially ; in theſe three great Poets, Ho- 5 8 
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ſhew you the vaſt Excellency of thi 
7 Compariſon Guſt quoted) in the Original, 
and how far it exceeds the Tranſlation, 
1 have little more to add at preſent, than 
to obſerve, Compariſons may be yaried, 
: heightened, or moderated and tempered, 
| by way of adapting them better to your 


: gil ſometimes ſays, have you, or have ju 
not ſeen, &c. You would think, &c. When 
he wiſhes to ſoften a ftrong Compariſon 


own Mind; not that 1 mean to induce 
2 te turn Poet; but to underſtand the 


1 may poſſibly, ſome Time or othe, 


Purpoſe ; nor need a Poet be confined 
to as, fo, or like ; ; for you perceive Vir. 


his Phraſe 3 is, You would be tempted to be 


lieve ; When to ſtrengthen one, you would 
have ſworn, and ſo on. 1 only give you 


Hints ; you can enlarge on them in yout 


pb 


her, 
this 
nal, 
ion. 
than 
ried, 
red, 
your 
fined 

Vir. 
Je you 
Vhen 
riſon, 
to be 
evouls 
'e you 


 yout 


nduce 


d the! 


prel 
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preliminary Rules by which Things 


© ought to be done, is the Method of 


taſting them, when done, and the moſt 
certain Means of diſtinguiſhing the Beau- 


| ties and Merits of one Author from : 


another, 5 


I fear [ have ſufficiently tired you, but 
it is worth your while to underſtand. 
this Topic well. 
my Definition of Allegory, Fable, and 
Catachrefis, and then I have done with 
985 


F am, my dear, 
ever yours, 85 
J. * 


e 


1 mall be conciſe " as 
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LETTER CXXI. 


| Oxon, Dec. 13, 1745 
Dear Nancy, | 


5 I* Shall now explain Allegory and Fa 
ble, and then give you Time to 
. breathe awhile, for 1 fear I grow tire- 
ſome to you 3 but it is your Good which 
I intend by my long Letters; and Pre- 
cepts, delivered in this Mode of Dif- 
courſe between Friends, often make 2 
deeper Impreſſion, than what are to be 
found in Books, although they may be 
better explained there. Beſides, there 
are ſeveral Things only curſorily explained 
by Longinus, and even by Cicero and 
Vir. 
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: guintilan, who have enlarged. much 
more on theſe Heads. There are more- 
over, in the Courſe of what 1 write, 5 
ſeveral little Obſervations of my own, 
which if they Q you but little Service, 
will do you as little Harm. 


| Allegory is ſaid to be a String of Me- 
taphors ; but I think this Deſcription de- 
fective; for unleſs that Series of Meta- 


phors depends on ſome one particular 
Point, it is either a faulty Allegory, or, 


rather, no Allegory at all. To explain 
what 1 mean, I will quote a Paſſage 
from Sakeſpeare S Hamlet. 


2 Whether tis nobler in the Mind to 52 
The Slings and Arrows of outrageous Fortune, 


Or to take Arms againſt a Sea of Troubles, 
Aud, by 7 mg, end them. 


Dz. 
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This has been much cenſured as 2 
faulty Allegory, becauſe the Writer flies 


from one Alluſion to another, from Slings 


to taking up of Arms—againſt What ?— : 


4 Sea—and then oppoſing a Sea, &c. Now 


if Shakeſpeare meant this for an Allegory, 


it is doubtleſs very faulty; but I verily 


believe that was not his Meaning. 1 


am of Opinion that he only took the 
fiſt ſtrong Metaphor which came into 


. his Head, to expreſs himſelf forcibly and 


b patherically, and then another, and ano- 
ther, as the Subject roſe upon them, but 
had no Idea of making them connected 
with, or dependent on each other. I 
Will not venture to affirm 1 am right, 
but 1 am certain that one of the moſt 
judicious and correct Authors chat ever 
5 wrote Comedy, does the ſelf-fame Thing; : 
1 mean 


I mean Terence. He makes one of his 
Characters fay, 


« J am walled about with fo TNF 


6e and ſo great ans that 1 cannot 


” * ſwim out.” 


vo 


This, you ſee, is liable to the very 
ſame Exception with the former, the 
Metaphor not being continued in the ſame : 
Kind but I believe neither Author had 
even. the moſt diſtant Notion of an A 5 


legory. 


In the Paſſion of Biblis, in Ovid's 
Aletamorphorf is, you have a perfect Alle- 


gory drawn from Sea-fari ing. 


# fouls have watch d whence the black. $ nm 


migbt riſe, e 7 2 
Ere 1 had trufted the unfaithful Skies 3 3 
% ñ -m 
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Now on the rolling Billows I am toft, 


And with extended Sails on the blind Shelves an 


.. 


Tee you ſee the Images are perfect and 


uniform. 1 will quote another from 


Prior 8 lng and Emma, which! in we 


FOE beautiful ; 


Did I bar purpoſe to embark with thee 

On the ſt noath Surface of a Summer”s Sea; ;- 
While gentle Zephyrs play with proſp'rous Gales, 
And Fortunt's Favour filts the fuelling Sails, 

But would forſake the Ship and make for Shore, 

155 When the Winds SO” _—_ the Tanne. "_ 2 


Here alſo you find the Allegory finely 

purſued throughout; yet not fo ſeru- 
pulouſly, as not to depart a little from 
it in the fourth Line, 


>” 


a 3 1 


uf 
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And Fortunes Favour Jo; * 


From Al ery there is an eaſy Tran- 
ſition to little proverbial Sayings, and to 


Fables, which are but Allegories worked : 


up into a Story. Our Saviour s Parables 
are af this Kind, exactly in Character, 
and obvious to every Underſtanding. 


+ May I here be permitted to ſay that one of 
Gas Songs, in his Beggar's Opera, contains as 


perfect an Allegory as can any where be found? 
The moſt minute Serutiny can ſcarce mark a 
Dee | | 


© m like a Skiff on the Ocean toft, 
Now high, nowlow, with each Billow borne, 
' With her Rudder broke, and her Anchor tofts 
 Deferted and all forlorn, 


But the poetical 8 of the Beggar's Opera 
are too generally overlooked, either through an 


Attention to the Muſical Part, or that the Piece it- 


ſelf is conſidered as merely ludicrous, rather than 


2 Compoſition of exquilite Satire, * Wit, 5 


| and H umour. 


Aſop, 
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Aſob, it is true, takes the Liberty to 

make Birds and Beaſts ſpeak, but, bar- 
ring that, he always adheres to Charac- 


ter. There ought to be a Moral couched 


--W all Fables, or to no o Purpoſe are hey 


3 ſpoke or written. „ 


Compariſons, proverbial Speeches, Pa- 
rables and Fables, may be eaſily convert- 


ed, the one into the other. ; 


Sometimes the Moral is expreſſed, 


5 ſometimes underſtood. By ſome — 
it is ſet in Front, as by Fontaine; by 
ſome, at the End, as by Afop; and oc- 

caſionally it is Placed i in the Middle of 


a the Work. 


- - Thoſe moral-Sentences which we find 
ſo frequently interſperſed in Homer, Vir- 
Lil, 


gil, 
or 
rat 


ral 


the 
ve 


re] 


01 


C« 
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gil, Milton, dec. before, in the Middle, 


or at the Cloſe of ſome intereſting Nar. 


ration, are entirely in the Nature of Mo- 


rals to a Fable. 


. ſhall throw a little Iltuftration on 


theſe Points, particularly relative to pro- 


verbial Sentences and Phraſes, and then 


releaſe my dear Scholar, 
we have a Proverb in Scotland, 
. * Cocks are free of Horſe-Corn ;” 


meaning to ION that People are liberal 


or profuſe of what belongs to another. 


Again, we have, ” 


60 Uſe a Cat to the Churn and he 
« will cal iiCuſtom;” ; 


fignify- 
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ſignifying, if you accuſtom your Servants, 
or other Folks, to make frequent Uſe of 
what is yours, they will think, at laſt, 
that they have acquired. a Right to it. 


How 8 ly now may theſe be changed 
into a Compariſon ! ! for Inſtance, « As 
_— Cat that has been allowed, 4 &c.— ee As 


« a Cock, that fits i in a Manger,” &e, 


Dor into a Fable, as, © A Widow had 


«a favourite Cat, whom ſhe indulged” 
and ſo on. 1 heſe ſimple Examples 
h clearly ſhew how cloſely the Figures 
——_ 


A Fable or Story may be either true 
or falſe, It matters not which, ſo that 


a Moral accompanies *. and flows natu- 
rally from it. 


Here 
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Here follows a Quotation from Spen- 
fer, where a Fable, Compariſon, and 
Moral, are e finely wrought up together. 


: 4; when a weary 7. raveller, that firays 

By muddy Shore of broad ſer” n-mouthed Niles 
Unweeting of the per lous wand ring Mays, . 
Dotß meet a cruel, crafty Crocodile, 


Witch, in / alſe Gr ief hiding his harmful Guile, : 
1 Deth weep fi ull ſore, and ſheddeth tender Tears, 


The fooliſh Man, that pities, all tis while 


His mournful Plight, is ſwallow'd anawares, 
Forgetful of his own, who minds another's Cares, 


In the foregoing Part of this Letter, 
I obſerved that Aſop, though he makes 


bis feigned Perſons, that is, his Birds 


and Beaſts, converſe and reaſon, yet he 


always preſerves Character. One Mi- 


nute's Patience more, while I illuſtrate 


this, His firſt Fable affords me the 
Means, 


— 
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« A Dog, with a Piece of Meat in 
„ his Mouth, looking into a Pool of 


ce Water, imagines he there ſees another 


vs ce Dog, with a Piece of Meat in his 


Mouth; be ſoatches | at that, and 
ac thereby loſes his own.” 


This is all very natural to a Dog, 
and Aa plain Moral is to be deduced; ; 
f namely; that we give up Certainty for 
Hope, when we greedily graſp s at having 


too much. 


The Reverſe of this Rute of preſerving 
7 Character is Pnden 8 Fable of the Hind 
and Panther. He has wholly departed 


from it. His Hind and Panther ſet 
forth at firſt in Kind, I allow ; but in 


= the Sequel, he makes them reaſon and 


dif * 
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diſpute about Fathers and Councils, the 
Church, and the Pope, School-Divinity, 
Infallibility, and the Lord knows what. 
He then introduces A whole Flock of 
Birds, and characterizes them all as Men. 8 
The Buzzard was the famous Dr. Burnet, 
who was 1 of Saljbwy. 


Dries has been juſtly cenſured for | 


this Inconfiſtency ; ; for ſay the Critics, 
in Support of their Accuſation, © Sup- 
poſe a Colonel of Horſe had thrown 


| 60 up his Regiment in fooliſh Hope of 
60 getting a higher Command, and was 


-0> diſappointed, ” " Efop $ Fable might 
aptly be applied to him; but it would 

be abſurd to ſay, © The Dog ſeeing 
© another Dog. in the ' Water, with a 

1 1 iece of Meat in his Mouth, pen 
"oF the 


6 the Piece in his own Mouth, and 
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0 ſnatched at the other, and ſo loſt his 
— 20 Regiment of Horſe,” This were to 
confound the Allufion with. the Story 


alluded to, the Moral with the Fable, ſon 
1 the 
1 queſtion whether. 1 need trouble Wil 
you with the Catachreſis or no; ; however Ble 
55 will be brief. ſug 
Catachreſis is the Abuſe or over-ſtrain« E. 
ing a Figure. One Species of it is, when, Sa 
through the Want of proper, we uſe im- | 
proper Terms; for Example, a Glaſs e. 
Inf born, or a Silver Smoothing-Iron. Par- R 
ricide is properly the Murderer of one's Ml th 
Father, but i in Default of better Powers o 
of Expreſſion, we apply the Name to 
"= Ms who has murdered, either his Mo- 1 


cher, 
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ther, Brother or Siſter. Longinus cen- 


{ures ſome Writer for calling a Hillock 


Inſtances of this, and even from Virgil ; 


ſome of them very beautiful; but when 


the Image i is beautiful, I think it can not 


with Propriety be called a Catachreſis. 
Blackwell pronoure ces the following Paſ- 


ſage from Milton to be ſuch ; 
Down thither prone in Flight 


He ſpeed; and thro the vaſt etherial Shy 
Sails between Waerlds and Worlds. 


This is when he deſcribes the De- 


| ſcent from Heaven of the Arch-Angel, 


Raphael, I am not of his Opinion ; 5 
the Idea is date ſublime, but not 


overſtrained. 


| Statins, deſcribing a general Silence 
and Quiet, — 


The 
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The weary Mountains nodded their Heads; 
And the Seas RTE: or Pept * againſ the 


7 Shore. 5 


x. forgot to mention the 29th. Ode 


; of Horace, in his 3d Book ; it is finely 
: imitated by Dryden ; ; there he begins 
with Fortune as a Goddeſs, then allego- 
rizes her into a Bird, and laſtly runs 
into another long Allegory of failing 


in a Storm. 


The next Time I write, I ſhall ſhew 


the Differency between Tropes and Fi- 
gures, and then, in Compaſſion to yout 
wondrous Te, quit: the Subject. 


Blek you, my dear Naney ! | 


I am eyer ove. 


1 P, 
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LETTER cxxII. 


Oxon, Dec. 19, 1743. 
| Dear N ancy, 


\NE Thing I advanced Was, „ that 
in Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Milton, &c. 
the Moral is often placed in the Middle 
of the Story. Such Inſertions are called 


Sentences, or ſhort moral Regections. 


When Turnus kills Palla, in the tenth 
Book of the nei d, and is exulting i in the 
Victory he has obtained, the Poet, in the 
very Heart of his Story, breaks forth into 
this Reflection. 


Dark to Futurity, aud blind to Fate, 
| Are mortal Minds, indacile to obſerve 


Due Meaſure, when elated with Succeſs,” 5 
Dr. Trapp. 
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'In the Beginning « of the twelfth Book 
of the Liad, Homer tells us in one Line, 
« The Grecian Wall was built without 


Sacrifices to the Gods 3% in the next Line, 0 
bi 
Ez he ſays, cc Without the good \ Will of the : 
al 
: Gods 4 and immediately thereon adds 7 
Without the God. how ſhort a Period ſtands, 3 1 
The proud ſt Monument of mortal Hands / 5, 
The Meaning here is exadtly the fame N 
with that in Pfalm cxxvii. 1. A 
H 
| « Except the Lord build che Houle | 
8 they but labour i in vain who build! it *Y 
tl 
Where, by the eas: you may remark f 
the ſtrong and figurative Turn of the 1 
Eaſtern Language; we ſhould, probably 1 
: phraſe it, Without God's Aſeftance,” but f 
they more emphatically: call it“ God's ow! 


Doing.” 


5 . 
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is a ſhort, but noble, Reflection i in the = 3 | 
Story of Caliſto in Ovid's Metamorphoſes. | ö | 
Caliſto, before ſhe was diſhonoured by «| | 
Jupiter, was always at the Side of Diana, | ' g 
but, after that diſgraceful Event, ſhe de- 1 
clined the Freedom, and lagged behind he; 


her; whereon the Poet exclaims, 


Hro 1 the Look does e Guilt appear 7 
Slowly ſhe mav'd, and hiter'd in the Rear, 
Nor lightly tripp d, nor by the Geddeſeran, 

As once ſhe us d, the Foremoſt of the Trajn ; 

Her Looks were Hulp a, Se. : Addiſon. 


Having illuſtrated this Point, as far 1 
think neceſſary, Iam tempted, from the | 
foregoing Quotation, to make a ſhort 
Digreſſion. A moſt excellent Leſſon, 

my dear Nancy, may fairly be deduced 


from the Story of Califto; 3 no doubt * 
Bay Author meant it. 


V 
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Thus then it ſtands. An artful, prac. 
| ticed, general Lover (ſuch was Fove's 

Character) can aſſume any, and every | 
Appearance to effect his Purpoſe; the 
more contradictory to what he really 15, 


the better his Fraud is concealed. Fove 


_ aſſumes the Appearance even of Diana, by 


which the Poet means, that the Lover 


may wear the Maſk. of the moſt delicate 
Chaſtity, till he finds an Opportunity to 
throw i it off, and reſume the Jove. How 
this is to be guarded againſt, is alſo nicely 
infinuated by Ovid. He ſeems to ſay, 
& Never ſuffer yourſelf to liſten to the | 
- < ſpecious Diſcourſes of that Lover, who 
e wiſhes to ſeparate you from the Virgin 
« Throng, in whoſe Company you are 
“ ſafe, or from your Protectreſs, the 
C. real Diana, and lead you to private 
„ e Walks 
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Walks and ſecret Groves,” as the Author 
phraſes it. The poor. Cali o, you ſee, meant 


tranflated at ſeven Years old, 


lin ey do Laups doucerems 
De tous les Loups font fer fut dangerous ! 


4 101 there is really but one T eſt to be 5 
made of this human Wolf; namely, will 


he ſuffer 510 Addrefs to be made known 


to your tried and natural Friends, your 


„ --:: cret, 


no IIl, but ſhe had thrown herſelf ont of 
protection The more plaufible and ſpe- 5 
cious a Lover: appears, the more dan- 
gerous he really i is. Every virtuous Wo- : 
man ſhudders at a profeſſed Libertine ; 'Y 
but you remember the Moral to the Cha- 


peron rouge, my dear Nancy, which you 


| Parents, or Guardians? If he deelines 


this, | and wiſhes it to be kept ſe- 


. 
. 

| 
'\þ 
10 
"| 
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.cret, then take Feed, 25 The Wolf, the | 
4 Wolf's at Hand.” _ 


1 now 1 to give you, as far as 


Lam able, the Difference between T ropes 3; 


and Fi gures, 


In the firſt Place, you are to know 
that both are occaſionally called Figures 5 
and Quintilian himſelf confeſſes, that the 
Diſtinction i is very often hard to be aſcer- 5 
tained; for ſome figurative "Expreſſions 7 
may belong either to Synecdoche, Which 
is 2 Trope, or Poly ptote, Which Ve 
Figure. The beſt Diſtinction then, that 
I can draw, is this; Trope is # Turn- 
8 8 0 | 5 the proper # | OT a Sl: e Lad 


"TY SF $. 


x or angle I 2 with ae, or Pri. 


874 * 
18 : N 3& 55 . e — 41 * . * 7 


A Figure 
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A Figure is an extraordinary Expreſ-. 


: fon 3 it conſiſts in the Point, Arrange- 
ment, Repetition, or Diſpoftion of Words ; 
X in a Manner not common. 


; Trope comes from 1 
which ſigniſies a Turning or Changing, 
and is only applied where the Senſe is 
turned. Wben the Turn is in the 
Words, we call it Figure; though the 
Word Jrope would be as proper to imply 
Figure, but Cuſtom has made it thus OY 
and that is ſufficient for our Purpoſe. e 


The Tropes are principally what we 
baye been diſcourſing about, and are 
chiefly - Metaphor, Metonymy, Synec- 
doche, Irony, Hyperbole, Allegory, 5 

N „ Sentences or ſhort Morals, 
* „ Fable 
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ö Fable or Parable, and Catachreſis, Theſe 
are : moſt neceflary to be Kudied. 


young Friend. I will aſſiſt you to the 


Adieu! | 
Yours very truly, 


J. p. 
LETTER CXXW, | 


My dear Nenn, 


Arrived bee yeſterday v was a Week 
"the Day [ propoſed, in tolerable Health 


and d Spirits, „ 


1 cormend you prodigiouly, my den 


Nancy, for your Anxiety to ferve your 


| beſt of * Ability, 1 encloſe two Let 


ters 
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by 
ters, which 1 hope will be of Uſe, one po i 
to Mr. F—, the other to Mrs. K—th, | | \ 
I would have your Friend convey the firſt, 19 | 
but would requeſt you to deliver the la. | k 
ter yourſelf. Your ſpeaking to the Point, ; 


will, I think, ſupport my Recommenda- ? N 
tion much, befide that I wiſh you to be | 
better acquainted with Mrs. K—th. 
She is a kind-hearted Woman, but very 
reſentful, if ſhe conceives herſelf to be 


ſighted. Such Extremes are quite in 


Nature. Our Anger or Indignation at 


the cooling Friendſhip of another, riſes 


in Proportion to the Warmeh of our 
own, 


1 am not very forry for the Brevity of 
your Letter of the 21ſt, but for the 


Cauſe of it, and readily acquit you from 
R 


— 1 
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fuller Writing, till your Mama is better. 
I vin, in the mean Time, write often, 


not only with a Purpoſe to amuſe, but 


with a ſincere View to your Happineſs 

5 both here and hereafter. "Thoſe who 
| have an Eye only to the firſt, without 
N conſidering and regarding the latter, will, 

= as Tillotſon ſays, find themſelves miſerably 
miſtaken, and be, as he well terms them, 
but witty Fools at beſt. 


Apil 23,744. . 


St. Guerge is for dae ö.. Dennis r 


- \ Sink Honi foit qui Met j penſe. - 


to improve and ſerve you the beſt J can, 


45 with your Mama better, - 


Adieu, m ma tres chere Na annette! 
i Hd e hbt 


France, 


L E IT- 
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"LETTER CXXV. 


Oxford, pri 30, 1744 2 


My dear Nancy,. 


28th, and heartily congratulate you 


on your Mama being ſomewhat better, 
Do not remit your Attention to her, to. 
| oblige me. Till ſhe is further advanced 


in her Recovery, I defire only a Line to 


tell me how you both go on, and whether 


your young Friend has been ſucceſsful | in. 


her Application, The Want of- a Situa- 


tion and Protection, at ſuch an early 


Time of Life, naturally claims our Com- 
paſhon and Affiſtance ; ; but I am ſtill 
e e further. 


Have the Pleaſure of yours of the 
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happy Reſult in this Buſineſs, becauſe ] 
am ſo entirely pleaſed to ſee your Read. 


neſs to intereſt yourſelf i in another $ Wel- 


fare; and i it would grieve. me, were this 


£ firſt Effort of a kind Diſpoſition _— 
8 or 8 


4 have not had Time, ſince my Ar- 
rival, to apply to Authors; but if I had, 


1 believe I ſhould forbear to enter upon 
them minutely, tilt you : are at Liberty to 
. take Part 1 in them. . 


J hope the young Lady | you mention 
will not ſuffer that Inattention to her 


Mother to grow u pon her. She ſhould 


recall herſelf betimes, or Inattention Will 


too ſoon become total W and 


N  Diſobe- 
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: Diſobedience facored to both. Let her 


then beware. 1 never, through Life, ſaw 
Undutifulneſs to Parents. 


0 Oxon, May 6, 744. 
ly Dear, 


ſuch a ſhort Intelligence, while your 

; Mama continues ſo ill. 'You are right 

not to neglect her in any Point; 3 you owe 
her more than ever you can repay. 


any Failure in Duty more certainly and 


conſtantly meet with a Puniſhment, than 


* 


Received yours, and thank you for it. 
I do not. expect or deſire more than 


1 e I have 


4 
ibs 
v4 
: 
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Lees to- day, and am thence induced 
to advance a Trifle on this Kind of Cor. 
reſpondence, and the Style neceſſary for 
2 it. 'Petfevere, | my dear, i in that \fimple 
Manner of writing, which you ſeem to 
inherit from Nature. Epiſtolary | Corre- 
ſpondence ſhould be as eaſy as Conver- 
ſation. Do not ſuffer an Intimacy with 
ſublime” Authors to tempt you out of | 
this plain, humble Manner of expreſſing 
yourſelf. | You are an Exception to a 


Cuſtom of young Folks, when onice they 


bigh- flown- Language in their Writing. 
N othing i is ſo abſurd; allowing they ex- 


n are miſplaced... They have | 


4 have been reviewing ſome of your 


very general Rule. It is too much the 


have dipped i into Books, to endeavour at 


preſs themſelves ever ſo properly, the 


n 


GENUINE LETTERS. 3g 


no. Buſineſs in a Letter, where every 
: thing ſhould be plain, eafy, and conciſe, 


Figure, above all Things, would be 


avoided. in theſe familiar Diſcourſes. 1 


bave known a Novice in Reading and 


Writing miſled by a Simile, ſo as not to 


know the Point he firſt advanced, and 


| another fo envelope bimſelf in a Meta- 


| phor, as not to be able to find the Way 


out. 


All Errors of this Kind you wilt be 
fure to avoid, if you perſevere in your . 
own Way. The more you adhere to 
| Simplicity, the nearer 5 eee to | 


en 


n 1 am, my dear, 
5 ever yours, 


LP. 


P, S. I am 
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P. 8. 1 am going from this Place On 
55 Buſineſs, which 1 believe will detain me 
5 a Fortnight ; ſo do not wonder if you 
do not hear from me in that Time; but 
what you write will vs punctualy con. 


5 veyed to me. 


Encore, adieu! 


LETTER CXXVIL 


1 Dear, 
Returned laſt N ght. Thad! yours of 


the 12th, 16th, and 19th very ſafe, 


I and am Hearil y glad your Mother is 
better 
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better. I make no Doubt but you diſ- 
charged your Duty to her. 85 


1 here encloſe a Letter for Mr. Al. 


fee-Houſe, between Charing-Oroſs and 


Spenſer, and any Author beſide, that you 


may fancy, when you are there. 


quently now, as. you will have more 


crypha, that I recommended long apo to 


to read attentively. Have you done fo ? 
You do not mention them. They are 


lan, whoſe Sbop is near Old Man C. 


White-Hall. It i is an Order to deliver: you | 


1 erped to hear from you more fre- 


Time. There are ſeveral Portions both 


of the Holy Scriptures, and the Apo- 


your Peruſal, and which you promiſed 


af more : intrinfic V alue, towards. your 
| preſent 


„ 
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preſent Welfare and future Happineſs, 


| than all the other Books, I know, put 
together, and will be ever deemed ſo 


by Perſons of folid Senſe. I will men. 
tion one or two Paſſages, which I have 
elected on a thouſand Times; 5 andi it 

will be well for you to carry them much 


in your Mind, for they will never fail, 


00 a LS 


« Him that honoureth me will I ho. 


« nour, and whoever deſpiſeth me ſhall 


4 be lightly eſteemed.” 7 


* 


The next Paſſage i is in the firſt Book 


of Samuel, hw XV1. Verſe 7 


- 
—— 


> bens 3. for Man looketh on the out · 
= ward 


. ward Apperttber; bur the Lord Jook- 
60 ech on the Heart.“ i e en 


5 5 , 
— + x 7 


Fn my dear N OW 34194 
yours, 
3. p. 
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Oron. June 4, b 1744 


*% 


wy dear Nahey, Gs. brig gon = 


> v 


of Moliere $ Plays ; ; ſome of them 
are ended but beit Pieces, 


L N. 8 


This Week I deſign to examine Le 


Medecin malgrs lui, Amphitryon, Le M. 


 ſantrope, and LAvare. I propoſe to 


NInce my laſt 1 have read "the chief 


read 
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read the two laſt with great Care, az 


they are reputed two of his fineſt Plays, 


L' Ecole des Femmes | is my great Favourite, 


and, for a petite Piece, Les pr ecieuſe Ri- 
dicules. 1 like the Femmes Spavantes mig. 
Os 


— Malade Imaginaire, Was Molier's 
laſt Play, and thought by ſome Critics 
to be the beſt he ever wrote. I think, 
at leaſt, there f is more Inſtruction and 


Diverſion mingled together i in this, than 
in many of his Pieces. T he Mi iſantrope, : 
perhaps, 1s the moſt maſterly, but it does 
not create ſo much Mirth as ſome others, 
and the Characters and Sentiments re- 
quire youu Attention, 


I Will 
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I will now ſet down the Plays which 


1 have read, and which you are not ac- 
quainted with. George Dandin, Tartuffe, 
Y Monfiet eur Pourceaugnac, Le Bourgeois Gen- 
tilbomme, Les Fourberies de Scapin, Les 
Femnies Scavantes, Le Malade Imaginaire. 
| You will find the firſt, third, fourth, and 
fifth, very entertaining, fort enjoubes, as. 
the French ſay. The ſecond, fixth, and 
ſeventh, are very inſtructing, and will 
4 likewiſe give you * Pleaſure, * 
b cially the two laſt, 


Abliere 8 four great Pup, in my Opi- : 
: nion, are Le M. ſantrope, L' Avare, Le 
NMalade Imaginaire, and L'Ecole des Femmes. 
I think the Character of Annes, in Ecole 
des Femmes, and that of Alceſte, in the 
M; Jantrope, the two fineſt he ever drew. 
The 
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The next in Degree is Arnolphe | in L Ecol 
des Femmes. The two Brothers, Ariſte and 
Yanarelle, in L Ecole des Maris, Madane 
Pernelle in 7 artuffe, the two. precieuſes 

: Ridicules, Sofie ie in Amphitryon, Harpagon 
and the Comm Mate in LAvare, are all 
finely drawn ; not but there are many 
others well executed, but theſe ſtrike 
me moſt, and muſt. have coſt bim great 
| Pains to paint, as their Excellence con- 
, fiſts not only ; in their being truly zuſt and 
5 natural, but . are, withal nicely and 
bighty finiſhed. al 
Some a his Pieces : are of the Pg 
£5 kind, elpecially Lie D' Amour, and 
Princeſſe dq Elidey Phche, and Micerte, 
which laſt is a paſtoral heroic Comedy. 


Tbeſe 
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T heſe which you have read are the beſt, 


excepting only Le Malade Tmaginaire. 
The Bourgeois Gentilbomme, and Monfeur N 


de Pourceaugnac, will divert you much; 


ind La Conteſſe DEſcarbagnas, will like- 


| have now gone through I did read for- 


at Paris, for about two Months, Which 


ſome Reſemblance of Lady Phant, but, 


in n my Opini, i is not t fo well drawn, 


— - 


A uns. my dear Nancy, : 


25 rl P. 
15 : P.S.I _ 


George Dandin, Les Fourberies de . 
wiſe give you ſome Pleaſure. All which 


merly, except the Conteſſe DYEſcarhagnas. 
She is a filly, vain, affected Woman of 
Quality, Who had been once in her Life 


runs mightily in ber Head. She has | 
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FT. 1 write down ſuch. particular 


Phraſes as I think worth remarking, 1 
hope you do the ſame ; ; it will much 
increaſe your Knowledge of the Lan. 


. guage. 


LETTER CXXIX. 


Oxon. June 8, 1744, 
* dear Nancy, | 


Have the Pleaſure of yours of the 5 
of this Month. Our Opinions of A. 


bee, 1 ſee, are pretty nearly alike, and 


am not diſpleaſed to ſee' it. 


There 18 a 8 of a in Com- 
mendation of AM ignard's Painting in 3 
| Church 
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Church at Paris. It is called La Gboire 
du Dome au V al de Grace, but this I have 
not yet read, | 


This Week I. have gone through 
L Ebourdi, Don Juan, Le Depit amoureux, 
Les Amans Magnifiques, and LOmbre de 
Moliere. L'Etourdi is the firſt Play. he 
wrote. The chief Entertainment of this 
Piece conſiſts in the Addreſs and Contri- 
vance of the Servant being perpetually 5 
overturned by the Blunders of his Maſter. 
Though the latter promiſes again and 
again not to meddlę in the Schemes of 
the former, yet bis Vanity and Self Suf- 
ficiency ill prompt him to interfere anew, 
Io ruin the whole. We ſee, in the Ser- 
'yant, that a Pride to have his Plots ſue- 
ceed induces him to be conſtant to his 
E- oo Maſter, 
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Maſter, rather than his Love and Fidelity; 
| and, at the laſt, the Scheme ſucceeds 
more by good Luck, than any other Cir- 


; cumſtance. All this is very judiciouſly 
hit off by che Author; but to make the 
5 Servant talk to his Maſter in the molt 
ſarcaſtical Strain, and ever and anon 
call him Beaſt and Fool, is beyond al 
Bounds of Tony and Decorum. 


Don Juan is dreadfully deſtroyed by 
Thunder and Lightning, and the Earth 
ſwallows him, which Fate is, in a Man- 
ner, foretold to him by an Apparition, 
Nothing can end more tragically, yet 
| Moliere calls it a Comedy. Juan s Cha- 
racter is horridly fine, and conſiſtent 
throughout ; bien ſoutent, as the French 
expreſs it. He is brave, fierce, excel: 
Pe . Gel 


or Wit, but a moſt abandoned Wretch. 


The Moral of the Play is good, 20 


there are ſome very diverting Scenes; 
| particular! y one with a Merchant, who 


comes to dun Juan for Money; ; whence 
” Mr. Congreve, I ſurmiſe, took the Hint 


of the Scene, to the ſame Effect, between 
5 J alentine and apa tat. 


The Sentiment and Dinos of the 

Depit amou: eur are good; the. Character 5 
of Women given by Gros-ren to his 
a Maſter, 1 s s very entertaining; 3. and though 
- there | is no Exceſs of Wit or Humour 

in the Piece, yet it is the belt. conducted | 
Plot! in all Molie iere, : The Ma nner whereby | 


A Hels 


he winks all his Perlonages out of their. f | 


Difficulties engages the Attention won- 


Vor. II. „ der- 
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 fively paſſionate,” not devoid of Senſe 
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577 


derfully, and conveys a Pleaſure rather 
+ from the Reſult of the whole, than from 

b Particulars, 1, would. therefore, my 
Dear, have you read it with: Ste At. 
a tention. 2 


There is no great Matter. in the Amans 
: Mognifiques, yet it is entertaining; but 
the Interlude after the ſecond Act; a ſort 
of little paſtoral Drama, is, I think , One 
a of the fineſt Things * ever ſaw, in that 
Way. | It! is ſimple, natural, and perfcetiy ; 
: ſuited , to the paſtoral Character. The. 
Song of Tircis, which is called the firſt | 
Scene, and that of Califte, which. is the 
third, are tender and natural beyond Ex- : 
7 preſſion , and the reſt | entirely accord with 5 


| them. 


— „ , 
— — — wage — ̃ — rept 


preſents the very Science as an Impoſi- 
tion on Mankind. 1 am afraid there 
is ſomething of this too true, in the 


Converſation between the Miſer and his 
brother. 


 LOmbre du Molere is a petite N 


lt was written by one Brecourt, who was 


Ridicule, come to Pluto, in the other 
World, to complain of him. The whole 
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L Malade Imaginaire is admirably. . 
fine; but herein Aubliere has been much 
blamed for attacking Phyfic 4 as an Art. : 
In his other Plays, fay they, he attac s 


Quackery, and the Abuſe of that Art; 
but here he attacks Phyſie itſelf, and re- 


an Actor under Mohert. | The Plan is g 
this— The Ghoſts of many of thoſe Per- 
ſonages, whom Moliere- had turned into 


- =» Y 
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$I 2 


CharaQter of the. Der; but 15 cannot, 7 


by any Means, perceive a Reaſon for 
introducing the Ghoſt of Nicolle i in the 
Bo urgeois, Gen zilbomme. 


Adios, md chere Nannette! 
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1 1 now K 222 s Pla 140 de 

L' Enchantte, with the Princeſe 
# Elide, which is a Part of it. It coſts a 
World of Pains to read it through, and 
it is of that Species, which gives more 
„ e Pleaſure 


Gihvine Erb oh 
Pleaftire by being confi dered all together, 


3 chan in its particular Parts. There is 
ſomething remarkably fine and natural in N 


the Character and Behaviour of he 7 


; J Hague, and the Pr inceſſe 4 Elide, and 


| proves the Author well underſtood Hu- 


mankind, But 1 thall not enter into it 


W minutely,. that I may not foreſtall your 


Pleaſure. It will coſt you ſome Pains 


in reading, but is worth them all, only 


to conſider thoſe two Characters tho- 5 
roughly. They are not only perfectly 


well drawn, but withal very inſtructive. 


1 think the Character of Moron rather 
8 unnatural.. It is bötlt in Verſe and 


| Proſe, and there's ſomething 3 in each F 


not to be found in the other, which d6- 
ſerves well to be read; it will therefore 
ceoſt you a double Application. If you 


A3 will 


5 * 
>< : 
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will mark down Phraſes and Words, 


which are new to you, you will find the 


| Advantage of it. When Jou haye ex. 
amined theſe very carefully, we will dil 


courſe on \ the particular Beauties. 


| Since 1 left Mor, 1 have ork 
myſelf again 0 Horace. 1 have gone 
. alt his Fer ware Art of 


. 


and half « f the third. It is | much | to be 


7 


lamented, that t. this inimitable Author i is | 
not well tranſlated. I do not know where 
there are more excellent Infirudtions for 
the Conduct of human Life. At preſent, 
1 ſhall only x recommend to your Peruſal 
the ſecond and eighteenth Epiſtles } in the 


firſt Book, and the tenth Satire, in the 


{ſecond Bock. Howbeit in any Tra: 
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lation, "they mult fall infinitely ſhort 


of the poetical Beauty of the Original, yet 
the good Senſe contained i in chem will 


ſhine through ny Diſguiſe. 


IR; SHE Q U PET 


Oro. 2 13, 17. 


12 * 122 


OU deftre my Opinion of Maler. 
One general Complaint 1 is, that he 


mixes too much Farce with his Plays. 
Town, I think ſo too. Poileau has no- 
ticed Geronte in the Sack f in the TFour- 
beries of Srapin. The Bourgeois Gentil. 
homme ends i in a mere Farce and a moſt 
extravagant one too. "The Diſpute be- 

Q4 tween 
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tween the two Servants about. letting i in 


their Maſter, is quite a Farce; ſo is 


N Foinette's. acting the Part of the Doctor 
: in the Malade Tmagi inaire; ; nor can 1 per- 


ceive why it is introduced. | There are 
| many more Inſtances of his Kind in ts 
Plays 3, | Thoſe who defend him fay he 
Was compelled to this by the Humour 

of the Time; that he had to pleaſe the 
5 Town, as well as the Savant, the Peo- 
ple of Taſte and the Court; and that the 


Succeſs of his, Pieces depended on the 


firſt Set of Hearers, as well as the others. 


In Truth, I think this no bad Defence, 


and, it muſt be allowed, that theſe 


Scenes would, in a Farce, be very e en- 


tertaining. 


Some 
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some ſay his Language 1 is not perfectly 
pure. I will not pretend to decide in 
that, but the different Characters he 
brings m ought to be conſidered; for 
Example, in the Bourgeois Gentilbomme, 
when he introduces a-Gaſconne; and a Pi- 
cards, ſhould he not make. them ſpeak 
the Patots of their reſpective Countries? Y 
Moreover. as many of his Plays: are not 
only in Verſe; but in Rhy me, this 
might be a Conſtraint, and oblige him 
often to uſe uncouth and. obſolete ; 
Words. . e 
m he ObjeRtion to. Moliere is 
till behind; and that is, that there is! 
ſometimes a ſort of Deficiency. in the 
Denouement of his: Plot. This Objection 5 


was made by the great Monfeur Le dlercꝗ 1 65 


Qs: 5 and 
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and I thick this i 1 not only true reſpect. 
ing the unravelling of the Story, but, 

in ſeveral of his Plays, 1 think his Plot 
” is not conducted with all the Addreſs 
in the World, and that it is even too 
looſely put together, Congreve A Plots 
are admirably conducted, and if they 
have any Fault, it is, that they are ſo 
cloſely woven, that, unleſs we confider 
them very narrowly, the Contexture will 
eſcape 1 us ; but then they add great Beauty 

and. Grace to the Piece, when unfolded 
and brought in View. This is par- 
ticularly evinced in his Way of the World, 
where every thing is judiciouſſy linked to- 
gether, and each Incident ariſes naturally 
out of the other. In my next, I ſhall 
bend my T honghts on Aaobore's. Beauties, 
which — Faults. - 


_ 
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My humble Service to your Maina and 


Aunt, et reſtez bien aſſurce que je ſuis 
fort de vos nis. 


Oxon. SY I 95 I 744. 
Wye dear N. fancy, 


8 


ad ad ſhalt antes e ares 5 


Part of it fürſt. 


Thoſe People, ,whoſe Deſcription you: 


have noted, are the antiet Belpians, aud 


their Neighbourkood; Which contains: 
„„ Hol 
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Holland, Flanders, and the reſt of the 
Low Countries, the Archbiſnoprick of 


Triers, Liege, Juliers, Cleve, and Berg. 
You will underftand- ſuch Deſcriptions 


better, if you will apply to a Map of 
f Europe. Beſide that it is uſeful to point 


out the Situation of Places, it will make 


your reading more pleaſant. By theſe 


Means you will ſee how our Armies 
abroad lie, what Way they march, what 


Towns are beſieged and taken, When 


we hear News, or read Hiſtory, and have 
no 6 Knowledge of the Situation of Towns, 
Countries, Rivers, Seas, Sc. we receive 
| little Pleaſure, and leſs n from 
what we hear and read. 


TE is reported that Elephants 1 never lie 


down to Hleep, on Account of the Stiffuels 
of 


aa 
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of their Joints, which makes them un 
able to riſe; therefore, when they are 


inclined to ſleep, they lean againſt a Tree. 


be Indians, in order to catch them, 


5 faw the Tree half aſunder, or more, 


which giving Way, the Beaſt | falls. 
-P his, perhaps, 1s fabulous, for they have 


much better Methods to catch them; but 2 
the Story may ſerve wel Waugh to build 


2 Simile upon... 


I think the Simile of Night exceeding 
fine, but defective; you ſhould confider, 
it is not N ight only, but Silence alſo 


that he i 1s deſcribing, Virgil takes in the . 
Winds and eee the filent March of 


| the Stars; > 


: The Winds 10 longer whiſper thro” the Woods, 
Z Nor murm' ring Tides diſturb the gentle Floods, 


The 
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Tho Stars in filent Order march'd bung 


And Peace, with MIC Wi ings, vu. ne 


on the Ground. 


This is Part of the : Deſcription _ 


5 and infinitely ſhort. of the Original; 


18 in the fourth Book. ok the. Aweid.. ond 
laſt of theſe Lines. contains, in the Ori- 


ginal, but four Words, and literally 


tranſlated, ſignißes, “ When every Field 


held gy” What Dis calls, 


1 haunt the: 2 frin the _ Pol, 


is in * . 5 which ;nhabib the Coun- 
10 try, that i is. rough with. Shrubs and. 


« Buſhes, and the wide extended liquid. 
9 Lakes. „ 


„ „ OO OT ew” 
3 $4 pat. o - 
Virgil 
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7 irgll - gives us none but beautiful 
Ideas. Why does 74% preſent us with 
: the Serpent's Hi Iſs, ang. Dragon's Cry 2 
I own they are natural, but they are alſo | 


frightful, and, as. Shakeſpeare lays, they 
make « Night bideous. | 


Fi nit makes eyery K thing. to be at 
Reſt, but Didp. It was. for her Sake the 
5 Deſcription Was brought. in; and .the 
: Exceſs of her Paſſion and Diſtreſs is 
vaſtly heightened by. the beautiful Pic, 
ture of every ching heing « at Reſt, ere 
8 cept herſelf. 


2 5 makes all at Reft, but the Muſic 
of the Spheres. This is injudicious, | 
What has the Muſic of the Spheres to 
do here? It is an old, idle Fancy; be- 

| fides, 
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ſides, as Hudibras ſays, We hear it not; „ 
why then was it excepted * ? or how 
can a Noiſe, which is not heard, Jul 
the World to Reſt? I give you this as 
a Specimen of the ſuperior Judgment 
of V. irgil, and the Beauty that ariſes 
8 therefrom ; | notwithſtanding I allow, chat 
7, aſe 8 Deſcription, with theſe Abate- 
= ments, has its Merit. If you would 
read Boſſu carefully, eſpecially his Con · 
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traſt of Virgil and Seatius, you would 7 
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| ſee how natural and judicious the former 


is, and how much the latter falls ſhort: 
of him. 


Sir 2 
23% =: 


3 
— © MER 
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L E T. 


LETTER cxxxIII. 


Dear Nancy, 5 


by you. 


In one Part of your Letter, you deſire 
a Plan to live by. I never could live 


n „„ 
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Oxon, July 21, 1744. 


70U aſk my Advice, in many Points, 5 
' wherein I think you are able per- 

can to direct yourſelf, Your Conduct, 
in general, is very ſatisfactory to me, 


and I believe, to your Mama; however, 
to the beſt of my Ability, I will comply 
with your Requeſt, and it will be no 
Burthen to have t two or three ſpare Rules 


"= — ——h . —— 
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by a Plan myſelf, conſequently am unfit 
to lay down one to you ; and I love my 


own Liberty too well, to abridge that of 
other nel 5 


4 believe | one very general Error in 
young Folks | is a too great Readineſs to 
make Acquaintanee, This ought to be 
moſt warily guarded againſt, Much of 
our Happineſs, Reputation, and Welfare, 
en upon the Choice of lovimates, 


A proper Divifon of Time in another 
very material Point. J am as much a 
Friend to innocent Recreations, as to Bu- 
fineſs, The only Nicety is to ſteer be- 
tween too cloſe an Application to the 
latter, and an Exceſs in the former. | 

Your little : Neighbour, Mit D—, will 


live 
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| ive to repent her ill Cuſtom of fitting up 


late at Night, and loitering a-bed i in the 
Morning. Few T "hings are more pre- 
judicial to Bufineſs, Reputation and 
I Health. A thouſand Inconveniencies are 


entailed, which are not dreamed of at 


: firſt. She might break herſelf of it eafily | 

now, and may find it very hard ſame 

| Years hence, 1 once loved i it as well aa 
ſhe does, yet I got over it, and now riſe 


oer Pet between fix and ſeven, 


A proper Diviſion of Time preſerves 


w from being hurried at one Time, and 
made languid and weary at another; it 


gives a Gout to Diverſion, and makes Bu- 


A proper 
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OI the utmoſt Conſequence. There i 18 great 
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A Proper Choice of Companions, at 
- your early Time of Life chiefly, is of 


. ruth in the old Preverb, ce A Man | is 
tc eſteemed according to the Company 
«© he keeps 5 for ſuch as our Company 
is, ſuch, in great Meaſure, mall we Our- 
ſelves be... We fall inſenſibly, and al 
moſt unavoidably, into the Manners, Air, 
s Sentiments, and Turn of thoſe Perſons, 


with whom we converſe much; eſpecially 


in our early Years, ſo that young People 
cannot be too much on their Guard in 
this Particular. Our Reputation is alſo 
affected by the Company we keep. 15 
there any thing oftner heard than this, 
and when nothing elfe perhaps can de 
alledged, * Ay, ſuch a young Man, or 
\« ſuch- a Girl, is very good, but too 
- much 
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ce pany : py” Our Aſſociates therefore | 
ſhould be as good and as wiſe as may 

be found, at leaſt; - in our own Opi- 
nion, and. the higher Credit and Re- 


putation they a are in, the better ſtill 
for us. 


1 am far from dictating or preſcribing 
rigidly, - 1 would not have a Perſon 
tied down to a formal Method, to move 
like a Puppet upon Wires. 1 am 
very ſenſible that Diverſion and Com- 
pany. are almoſt as neceſſary as Meat, 
Drink, or Sleep ; ; but I dare ſay. you + 
will agree with me that there are cer- 


tain Meaſures, Proportions, and Diſtri- 


« much in ſuch or ſuch · a-· one 8 Com- | 


butions, in all Sorts of Recteation, as 


e 311i 
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well as Buſineſs, which we . ſeldom 
to exceed. 


: 1 am, my dear Nancy, 
your moſt affectionate 
Friend and Servant, 


J. P. 


LETTER CXXXIV. 


Oxon. Fuly 22, 1744 


ay Dear, 


-S I begin to have but few Franks, 
WT muſt put two or three Letters 
into one. 


a ready to anſwer your Queſtions 
about dividing your Time aright, and 


W. 
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359 
to give you, the beſt Directions I can 
on that Point. It is of the greateſt 
Moment to Happineſs. Your. deſiring: 
Information on this Head. pleaſes me 
much, though, as I faid before, 1 think 
you do not ſtand i in need of i it - however, 1 
will expreſs myſelf as if you did, that 1 
may give my Meaning more clear, and to 
C 


I c cannot enter minutely i into \ Particu- 
lars; thoſe muff occur to yourſelf, as 
Circumſtances, Times, a and Occafions fall 
out ; I wall only. obſerve ome general- 


Things, and explain ; and illuſtrate them 
Sto you 1 in the beſt Manner I can. 


Fir then, in oper to. 3 Time, 
well, to lay it out to Purpoſe, and in 
| due 
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due Proportions, it muſt be fuppoſel 
that you have Time i in your Poſſeſſion 
| The Queſtion then i is, how to purchaſe 
a ſufficient Quantum, „ or Meaſure of 
, 1 ime. This 1 is not fo hard for you, now, 
at leaſt, as for many People, whoſe 
Time belongs to others, not to them. 
; ſelves ; who perhaps are Maſters or Mi. 
treſſes of : Families, who Have Ware 
Houſes, or Shops to look after, or ſome 
| other Charge, that requires great Por- 

hoy of their Ti ime. Be that as it may, 
A Certain Stock of Ti ime is neceſſary for 


ww; 


a Büſineſs, for Improvement, and for al 
£ the neceſſary Functions of Life; E Eating 
Drinking, Sleeping, and even Recreation 
and Diverſion ; ; for theſe are neceſſary 
' £00; "but vt Wvvays 1 in Order to "qualify us 
ni Hern loc G 200 37 774% 07 +; fop 


7 * 
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for ſome better and more important 
Purpoſes 3 and are to be uſed as Means 


to attain ſome End we aim at, and not 
5 as the Things themſelves. ; 


; How then are we to purchaſe this 
Stock of Ti ime Without this by us, 
our Time, however judicioufſy diſtri- 
buted, will not anſwer. For Example, 
if I have but a Crown to go to Market 
with, and muſt neceſſarily have Things | 
to the Value of a Guinea, let me lay 
out my Money ever ſo prudently, it will 
not ſerve my Purpoſe. Herein is evinced 
the vaſt Neceſſity of purchaſing as * 


2 Fund of Time, as we can. 


To this Purpoſe T know no one parti- 
- cular On ſo conducive, as rifng, carly, 


* GENUINE LETTERS. 

We then have the whole Day before us, 
can dreſs in Time, breakfaſt in Time, 
5 go abroad or ſtay at Home, a8 Affairs 
| demand ; if the former, we are ſure of 
meeting People at the ordinary Hours of 
Meals, Bufineſs, or Diverſion ; 4 | befide, a 
the Mind is more freſh, active, and 
ftrong 1 to apply to Study, or any other | 
Employment that requires us. 5 


* An Hour in the Morning is worth 
c three in the Afternoon,” is a common 
Proverb, and I never knew a truer. The 

Light, | Heat, and Air of the Day is 
much more healthy and chearful than the 
cold dark Damps, and Inconveniency of 
the Night. The brute Creation teaches 

us this. The dumb. Creatures retire 

| early to Reſt, and get up betimes, to buy 

: them: 
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themſelves | in Queſt of Food, or in bring- 
ing forth, or bringing up their Young, i 
or in providing for the Winter. Nature 
inſtructs them that the Light and Warmth | 
of the Sun makes chat the Time of Bufi- 
neſs; but if we will fit up in the Dead, . 
5 and! Damps, and Darkneſs of the Night, 

. expoſed to the Vapours of that unwhole- 
ſome Seaſon, we muſt he late, and there- 
by loſe a great Part of the proper Time 
for Buſineſs or Study ; ; we muſt breakfaſt 
when others dine, dine when others ſup, 
and ſup when they ſleep ; fo that our | 
Time is, as 1 may ſay, quite digjointed, 5 
and can never hit or ſquare with the 
= Times of Buſineſs, Meals, or Viſits of 
: other People. By theſe Irregularities, 
| every Thing goes to Diſorder and Confu- 
fion ; and befide the Loſs of fo much 


Ra 1 Time, 
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Time, (and that the proper Time) the 
1 Indolence and Inactivity, chat late-ſitting- : 
up and late lying: a- bed creates, renders 
us quite unfit and unapt for making Uſe 
of the Refidue of Time lelt for Action. 7 


55 Swift has painted this 0 zun and 
 firang in one of the Poems, which I co- . 
pied out for you, that I need not Expa- 2 
tiate further on it. = 


Would not a 3 at 
for a Fool or Madman, who ſhould loiter 
away his Time till the Exchange were 
ſhut, a Miniſter till the TI ime of Divine 
Service were paſt, a Lawyer tillthe Courts 1 
were up, or a Phyſician till the Patient 
were paſt Recovery, or dead? It is juſt 


as ridiculous and fooliſh in us; to miſ- 
time, | 
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3 time the common Aﬀairs, and Buſi- 


neſs of Life. Solomon, 1 think, ſays, 
"© 'The flothful Man ploweth in Har- 


e veſt 2 meaning that he miſ-times his 
Affairs, and neglects to ſow his Grain, 


ll others are going t to reap theirs. 


Another Means of purchaſing Time, is, 
ben we foreſee a Crowd of Things 
coming on us together, and that we ſhall 
be hurried, 10 ſteal fome Time before 
band, if we can, to do ſome Part of it, 
or block it, as we fay, and prepare it ſo 


that it mw become more eaſy and light.. 


- Llane a great Number of Aﬀairs to 
do to-morrow 3 - I foreſaw them yeſter- 
day. I therefore choſe. to let Mr. L— 
make a Viſit chen. * ſeized the Time, 
R 3 Wy 1 had 
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1 had yeſterday Afternoon to my ſelf. 1 


have wrote ſeveral Letters, which re 
not to go tilt to- morrow; have put my 

Papers i in Order, and made a Beginning, 
in having diſpatched all preparatory Work. 
1 only mention this, to illuſtrate to you 


what l mean. : 


I ſhall give you the Reſpite of. a ho 5 
or two, before J purſue this Matter. i 
What I have to ſay further il be 
eaſily. diſcuſſed, 5 ot oor te Tr Ad. 
lam, my dear Nene, . 7 5 

Yours, 


1. 


LET 
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L E * TE R cxxxv. 


Oxford, Fab 29, 1744+ 
a 8 


Am very well pleaſed with your judi- 


cious Remarks on Taſſo. I knew you 


— I”... 
—_— SMEs 
_— nn 


did not prefer Taſſo's Deſcription of N ight 


* 
5 
> RE — 


— 


to that of Vi irgil, though 1 thought pro- 
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Choice of Circumſtances therein 1 in thoſe ; 


two Poets. Ls 


J wrote to you in my laſt about the 
Purchaſi ing of Time, and ſhall here add 
the following Obſervation ; leaving what 
I have to ſay farther on the Diſtribution 
of Time to another Occaſion. A parti- 


R4 cular 
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eular Piece of Buſineſs will Prevent me 
for a While. 

What ſignifies getting Time enough, "0 
ww vithout being able to uſe it? If we are 
lazy, indolent, or indiſpoſed, it wilt be 
much the ſame as if we had it not. It 
will be like earning a good Meal, with- 
out a Stomach to digeſt it, or an Appe- 
tite to eat it; ſo that if we have ever ſo 
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much Time, and have not Application, 
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or if we are What the French call alſpe, 
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it can n be of very little Advantage to us. 
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In order chen to fi us for this right 
Employment of Time, our Mind ought 
to be cool and ſerene, our Thoughts 
clear, our Spirits in Vigour, but undif- 


turbed, and not in a Phurry.. The Means | 
tO 
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; to attain this Diſpoſition | is to endeavour 
to be i in good. Health of Body. There 


is a ſtrange Sympathy and Connection be- 
tween the Body and Mind.; the one is 
ſeldom well, when the other is out of 


Order. I am not going to preſcribe to | 5 
you as 2 Doctor; not being ſbilled in 
that Profeſſion; 3. but. certainly Regula- 
rity and Moderation, in Eating, Drink- 
ing, Sleep, Exerciſes, Study, Buſineſs, 
and Diverſions, are the beſt: Means of- 
prelerving Health, and conſequently of 
attaining an Eaſineſs and Calm of Mind 


joined with Clearneſs and Strength. of 
Thought. 


But there are ſome ocker Things, that 
incapacitate us for Study or Buſineſs, 
| ROK, ariſe from the Mind itſelf. All: 


R EY immo- 5 
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immoderate Paſſions, ſuch as Grief, An- 
ger, too earneſt Deſires, an inordinate 
Purſuit of Pleaſure, or Prifles, and ſet. 
ting a too high Value on them, all theſe 
diſſipate our Minds, unnerve and weaken 
them; and at laſt ſink them, leaving no- 
thing but me Dregs of Thought behind. 


Another Conf deration mould make 
us ſtill more careful to avoid whatever 
impairs or deſtroys our Health of Body, 
or the Faculties of our Mind. The Body 
and Mind do not : only act upon, and 
affect one another mutually, but they 
re- act again and again upon each other; 
like a Ball toſſed to and fro, forward and 
backward, in a T ennis- Court; : Grief, 
Rage, Envy, or any other violent Paſ- ” 
fions, do not only diſturb and diſtract 

| the 


* 
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the Mind, but they affect the Health; | 


when the Health ! 1s affected, theſe Paſ- 


ſions become more violent, and leſs 
ſupportable ; ; theſe Paſtions, when be- 


| come more violent, give a new Wound 


to the Health, which adds freſh Force, 


or, at leaſt, more Malignity,. to the 
8 and ſo on. reciprocally; ; and 
if Cod, out of his infihite Goodneſs, had: . 


not given us ſuch Conſtitutions, as ſome⸗ 


times to get the better of all this, ve 


do not know oro, this Action and 


Re- action would. certainly deſtroy vs; 


indeed, it very often does. 


iT: ſhall refer the Remainder to. my | 


next, and am, 
dear Nancy, 
yours moft afteRionately,.. 


| | N : 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 


Oxon. 4 * 14. 
Dear Nancy, 


Have written you my. Thoughts, in 
the beit Manner I can, about pur 


chaſing Time, and how that Time may 
not be uſeleſs, by our being i in an unfit 


Diſpoſition to uſe it. The Queſtion now 
is, how that Time ought to be diſtribu. 


ed, laid out, or beſtowed. 


There are two or three general Rules 


I would have you obſerve. 


Firſt, reckon with 8 how much | 


Time 1 ſuch or ſuch a Thing may take, 


then 
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ben how much ſuch another Thing, and 
fo on, and divide and diſtribute your 


Time accordingly. 


But ten in the next, or rather in the 
"firſt Place, you ought to. make a ſort of 
5 Calculation or Reckoning of how many | 
N Things you have to do; as for Exam- 
ple, to- day, or to-morrow, and forecaſt 
in your Mind, in what Order you will 


do them. 


Then conſider what Time is moſt pro- 
per for the one, and what for the other; 
what | in the Morning, what fo the After- 


N noon, Sc. | 


By all Means, confider what is moſt 
neceſſary, what 1 18 moſt valuable, What 
 deſervey 
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deſerves. moſt Time. - Common Senſe, 
and the univerſal Conſent of the World, 
allow that theſe are to be moſt minded; 
ſo that if you have Time, the greateſt 
Portion of that, as well as of Care, 
Pains, Application, and study, are to be 
| laid out on Things that deſerve it bet, 
or that we are moſt intereſted i in, or what 
muſt be neceſſirily done ; and if, in Spite 
of all our Endeavours, we have not Time 
enough, and are hurried, we ought al- 
ways to prefer what i is 5 moſt neceſſary and 


moſt valuable. 
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will leave nothing undone, but do a little 
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of every thing, and ſo ſlubber their Af- 
fairs, that as. 18 done o the Pur 
5 poſe; * 
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poſe ; whereas it would have been much 


better 1 in that Hurry, to have left the leſs 


neceſſary T hings abſolutely _— 
till another Occaſion. - 


The Purchaſe of Time will put us. 
out of the Neceſſity of being hurried ;_ 


being in good Health and Spirits will 


double Time, and keep us from being ; 
languid.; forecaſting the Particulars will 


keep us: from an Uncertainty and Irreſo- 


5 lution. of what we are to do. 


The due Diſtribution of: Time, and 
chuſing the moſt proper Seaſons, is neceſ- 
fary to doing Things well and effee- 
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The preference of Things, or Studies, 


that are moſt neceſſary, valuable, or 
| profitable, will always make our Bu- 


ſineſs and Study moſt | adyantageous 
to us. 


7 0 this * ſhall add, that in Thing 


indifferent, we. ought: to conſult our 
Bent and. Humour ;. if it is not inclined 
to what 18 trifling, or worſe, to what our 
Genius is fitteſt for. We ſhall affuredly 
learn much more,. and more to the Pur- 
poſe, when we apply to what we have 
2 Turn for, than to what is K the 
Grain. 


8 only hint theſe Points to you, with- 


out expatiating on them, which indeed 


1 have not Time for at preſent, nor do 


1 think. 


80 


al 
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1 think it needful. Your own good 
Senſe will ſee info the Truth of them, 


and reflect and enlarge upon them. 


1 own, boch is human Frailty, that 
we cannot, at all Times, come up to 
the ſtrict C Obſervance of them, even with = 
all our Endeavours; but we ſhould . 
furely ſtrive to do it, in the Main, and 5 


as + Rely” a5 We are _ - 


1 on too, that Sickneſs, Indiſpob : 
tion, unforeſeen Accidents, Viſits, Avo- 
cations, and Interruptions of many Sorts, 
and even Bafinefs itſelf, will break in ok 
theſe Rules; but they ought not furely 5 
to be wholly neglected, becauſe Oy 


cannot be provilely kept. 


Theſe 
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T heſe Rules are general, and Will al- 
ways hold true, at leaſt, in my humble 
Opinion; ; and if they always hold true, 173 

we ſhould always endeavour to keep 
to them, with thoſe Allowances above. 
J do not think | * need trouble you 
with any more of this Kind, nor in- 
: deed do I immediately recolle& any; 
but there are ſome particular Things, 
which, ina long Courſe of Time, l 
have obſerved ; theſe are a ſort of Knacks, 
if F may call them fo, of ſtudying, or 
doing Bufineſs in an uſeful Way. 
Every Man, 1 ſuppoſe, has ſome of thoſe 
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1 peculiar to himſelf, and there may be 
many which I never heard of ; but ſuch 


as have been obſerved by me 1 ſhall 
make the Subject of my next Letter; 
and IL am confident, from Experience, 
chat 
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dat they cannot fail of being very fer- 
. riceable to 50 Perſon, who pleaſes o 
praiſe them, 
1 am, 


| my dear Naney, 5 
* affectionate Friend, 


3 v 


LETFER CXXXVIL 


Oxon. as. 75 1744. 
ty dear Naney, | © 
Received yours of. the * of this - 


Month, with which I am very well 
peaſed, 


5 I would 


2 GEN VINE LEFT TERS. 
I would fain give you 2 true lies 
of the Importance of the few Rules or 
Directions which 1 offered you in my 


late Letters. 


Conſider then that our Time is l. 
mited ; we have but a certain Portion 
; of Ti ime to live, and even That of the 
longeſt Liver ! is but very ſhort. How 
great a Part of it is taken vp in Vating: 
Drinking, Sleeping, Dreſbng, Company, 
Avocations, Interruptions, and many 


other Functions of Life, that are ne· 
ceſſary and indiſpenſable, or, at leaſt, 


unavoidable ! Add to theſe, Indiſpoſ- 
tion, Sickneſs, the Decays of old Age, 


and the Cares of * which grow __ 


But 
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But if we were to live ever ſo long, 
pray conſider thatour Underftandings and 
Memories are limited, and are very ſhort 
andimperfect ; ; even thoſe Perſons, whoſe 
Memories are firongeſt and moſt tena- | 


7 


cious, can retain but very few Things, 
in Compariſon with what they ſee, hear, ; 
read, and obſerve. Many Things flide 
out of our Memories, ſome ſooner, 
others later, and many make no Impreſ- 
fion at all. 


In like Manner, our Underſtandings 
are limited; ſome can comprehend more, 
others leſs ; but the higheſt Pitch, that 
human Underſtanding can fly to, is but 
very low. + There are moreover Thou 
| fands of Things, that, if we ſhould rack | 
our Underſtandings ever ſo much, we 


can 
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382 GENUINE LETTERS. 
can never attain to the Knowledge and 
Comprehenſion of; they | lye without 
the Sphere and Province of our Con- 
ception, or, as Mr. Locke expreſſes it 
: ves the h of our T ether. | 


Philoſophers far, there are certain 


Celts i in the Brain, ſome of which are 


the Seats of our Reaſon or Underſtand 


ings, and others of our Memory. Some 


are more capacious than others ; other 


not ſo capacious, but hold, what the 


receive better; however there is but ! 
limited Number, and, when full, they 
7 can hold no more; 5 or, dat leaſt, new 


Ideas, when they take Place, jultle out 


the old ones. 


YC 


tC 


u 
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If Time were to endure for ever, or 
very long, we need not be ſo ſolicitous 
of huſbanding it well; or, ſhort as it is, 
if our Underſtandings and Memories were 
infinite, or, at leaſt, of a vaſt Compaſs, 
we could do a great deal in a ſmall Space. 
But as the wiſe Author of our Being has _ 
diſpoſed Things otherwiſe, ought. we not 
to obey the Limitation he has preſcribed 


we” 


| To divide and diſtribute our Time 


aright, ſhould we not endeavour to be 
in a Diſpoſition of Mind and Body, to 
be able to take Time, when Time is, and 


to chuſe fit and proper Periods for acting, 


and when we are diſpoſed and capable to 


uſe Time? 


Ought - 


384 GENUINE LETTERS. 
Ought we not to prefer what is pro. 
per, uſeful, worthy and neceſſary, to that 
bich is leſs ſo? much more to Trifle, 
(unleſs for Diverfion or Recreation) and, 


moſt of all, to what f 1s bad, "ny Or 
vicious ? 


If you, or I, or. any one elſe, waſt 
Time in reading uſeleſs Books, or in 
ſome impertinent T hing or frivolous 
Employ, the idle Ideas we lay up jul 
tle, or keep out, as many good and 
wholeſome ones; if they ſlide away, 
and leave Room for better, which is the 
beſt that can befall us in ſuch a Caſe, 
we have, at leaſt, loſt ſo much Time; 
but if they fix on our Memory and Un- 
derſtanding, then indeed our State is 


doubly miſerable, I ſtill except necel- 
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ſary Recreations, and the particular Trades 


or Bufineſs, wherein we are brought up, . 
and by which we muſt. get a Lively- 


hood; many whereof are in themſelves 35 


tifling enough, but then they are ne- 


celfary, as being che Means of Sub- 


ſiſtence. 


Now if the proper Times and parti- 
cular Seaſons of Application, and when 
we are fit and capable to apply, are to 
be watched and taken, how much more 
is the Time of Life, in general, which 


18 fitteſt for us, and to which we are 


beſt ſuited, to be well and diligently ap- 


plied ? I mean, the Time of our Youth, 


when the Journey of Life is before us, - 
when we have moſt Leiſure, before we 


are engaged in the Cares and Concerns 
Vor. = 8 of 
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of the World we are to ſtru ggle throu gh; 
when our Minds are moſt pliable, and 
When we receive the deepeſt and moſt 


laſting Impreſſions ; ; when we have a 


certain Facility both of taking up Things, | 

- "mad retaining them—On all Accounts, 
5 therefore, Youth i is the moſt proper Ser 
ſon to lay | in a Fund for carrying us 
5 through the World with Comfort, and 
Joy, and Innocence, and Credit. How 


many Wretches do we ſee of both Sexes, 
Who, for W ant of this Precaution and 


Proviſion, lead miſerable and diſgraceful 
Lives, and come to an untimely and 
ſhameful End 1 


There is | one Thing in regard to the 
Narrowneſs of our Underſtanding, which 


give me Leave to mention to you. el 
Some 


| much Attention to be comprehend ded 2 
aright. If theſe Things are neceſſary, or 
worth our While, the Difficulty 8 ght 
not to frighten us; but if they are other- | 


wiſe, we ſhould not break our Heads 


about them. Some have a Genius | 


for one Thing, ſome for another; and 


it is wonderful to obſerve how ready 5 
and able ſome People are to learn ſome _ 
Things, and how hard i it is to make them £ 


comprehend others, which one would 


think much cafier. hy 


Pope has treated. this Wich great Juf- : 


tice, ſomewhere in his, Works ; ;1 think 
it is in the fourth Book of bis Dunciad. 


He laughs at the Practice of our Schools 


and Colleges, where they ſet every Boy Y 
& 2 to 
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Some Things are hard, and require 


+8575 BY 
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to the making of Verſes, without con- 
Gdering whether he has T alents for it 


or no. 


1 have been often told he ihe Jeſuit 
abroad take a quite different Method With 
their Pupils. They carefully ſtudy the 
1 emper and Turn of Mind, and when 
they have diſcovered that, they then ſet 

them to that which their Genius is moſt 
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But fine Things lie quite out of th 
Reach of our Underſtanding, | Al the 
natural Philoſophers, that have been or 
| are now in the World, have not hitherto 
been able to account for Thouſands of 
Things, that preſent themſelves to us 
| every Day': : why, for Example the Grals 


1 


2 — 


F 6 
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is green, the Roſe red, the Lily white, 


the Cowllip yellow, the Violet blue, the 
Tulip variegated or party- coloured; why 


a certain Sort of Tree always bears an 


Apple, another a Pear, a third a Plumb, 


and ſo forth, with Millions of other 
Things. We have but few Faculties, 
and fewer Senſes, which are the Inlets 
of all Knowledge. All the Deſcriptions 
and Definitions that can be made, will f 
never give a Man, Who was born blind, „ 
the leaſt Idea or Notion of 4 Colour, 5 
or one born deaf, any Notion of Sound. 
T hings being thus, how idle is it in 
People to puzzle themſelves with Ob- 


jects that lie without the Sphere of their 
Knowledge or Comprehenfion ! And if 


it be ſo in theſe leſſer Matters, how raſh = 


is it, with regard to the high and tre- 


„ _mencous 


— ww w____doo_ 
8 


— — — * 


eo 


: > - x 8 3 "> — ED — ; L 
2 2 > 9 foe hd 2 as) Sto arr nn 
2 . . Io4-4 2 Son BB, > Daten; f 35+ 4 LARS W -— x, 


— RO 


ag - $42... 
8 


390 GENUINE LETTERS. 


mendous Myſteries of our Religion, in 
preſuming Men to endeavour to explain 


them to others, who cannot comprehend 
them themſelves ! 


Pr. Werle, Father to the preſen 
Biſhop: of Saliſbu ”, did more Hurt to Re- 
85 ligion, (at leaſt in my Opinion) though 

undeſignedly, by endeavouring to explain 


the 7 rinity, than if he had wrote 1 
tiſe againſt it. 


Others preſumptuouſly and prophanely 
contemn and deride, deſperately reject 
and renounce our Holy Religion, and 
the ſacred "Treaſures of the Scripture, 
becauſe, forſooth, they cannot compre- 
hend every thing taught there ; ; as if 
nothing 
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nothing could be true, but what they 
could account for; ; although. they ſee 
ten thouſand Things every Day, that - 
are obvious to their Senſes, and yet 


not one of them can be accounted for 


by the Wit of all Mankind 988 to- 
gether. 5 


. 


1 Scoffers as theſe would per- 


haps. term what I am ſaying Cant; they 
| have many low Arts and Expreſſions, ; 
to ſupport each other in ſuch vain 
| Tenets, as are not to be Juſtificd. by 


Reaſon. God forbid they ſhould ever 


= the ſober and meek! Better is 
it for us to be ſubmifftve, teachable, 
and humble-minded, than to fail along 
with, a | Tide of * Fools, whoſe greateſt 

84 5 Com- 
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Comfort muſt be, the * of being 
8 Nothing at laft, 


_ 
—— 


8 | r —= a « 
SN EE .  — . — 
— — = — — — — Ho = — ——_—_ 
<; 


1 am, 
„ my dear Nancy, 
your ſincere Friend, 
and Well-wiſher, 
J. P, 


LETTER cxxxvm. 


Oron. g 17, 1744 
* dear N. ancy, 


[ Reſume my Diſcourſe on the Employ 
ment of Time, 


Beſides the iow general Rules Which 
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every Body ſhould obſerve as much as 
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their Health and Diſpoſition of Mind and ES 
Buſineſs will allow them, there are ſome 
particular Things, which, Th obſerved, 
will, in my Opinion, tend much to our 


beſlowing Time to | Purpoſe. 


But there is one of theſe general Rules, 
which © muſt again recommend, as a 


certain Knack or Noſtrum to make Time 


paſs eafily and profitably, and that is 


what I called forecaſting what we have to 


| do, or what we deſign to read or ſtudy ; ; 


for Inſtance, in the Evening what we. 
are to do next Day, or in the Morning, 


what we are to do all Day, or for two or. 


three Days to come. 


There are many excellent Effects fol- 


low on. this. Method ; 


„ 
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Firſt, we find bereby when we ſhall 


| have | a yoid Space of Time; we 


can therefore fill * up with ſome⸗ 


j thing that would oppreſs us afterwards ; 


or we can beforehand, if we have no 
Buſineſs that will hurry us after, contrive 
fomething to do or read; or ſome Di 


ver fion that would encroach too much 


on Bufineſs at another Time, or contrive 


our Vifits fe as not to encroach on Bu- 
fineſs at all, 


It would alſo give us a View of all 
We had to do, at once, ſo that We 
mould not only proportion our Time 
aright, but even chuſe the fitteſt Time 
: for every Branch of our | Buſineſs and 
Diverfion. 


We 
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We ſhould moreover not be at a Loſs. 


or Doubt, what to. do firſt, or Wett | 


to do ſuch a T hing or not. 1 have often 
felt, that, when I was ſurpriſed with an 
idle Space of Time, for Want of having 5 


forcaſted what I was to do, 1 continued 5 
in Doubt and Irreſolution, andina ſaun⸗ 


tering Diſpoſition, and as much to ſeek, 
as when 1 happened to be ſurpriſed with FE 
2 Hurry of Bufineſs, not knowing where 
or how to begin. This is the Reaſon 
that ſo many People are longer in be- 
ginning and falling to Action, than 
others are in compleating it. Many 
People have I ſeen come to a Friend's 
Houſe, in order to ſpend an Afternoon, 
but preſently, perhaps, they remembered 
they had ſomething to do, then away | 
they would go; then, perhaps, © change 
„ their 


. * : E 
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: their Minds and come back again, N 4 


have ſeen People go in and. out of a Cof- 
fee-Houſe, three or four Times in half 
an Hour; or go, perhaps, along half 2 
Street, then turn ſhort, and go another 
Way, or turn back. All this comes 
from not forecaſting what they have to 
do, and not having reſolved to do what 
they have ſuddenly taken into their 
Heads. N 5 £79 


N 0. Doubt, you 10 ſeen all this "ny 
well as I, and I do not ſay that I have not 
been guilty of it as. well as others. 


I have been in Company where I have 
ſeen People that were. for the Park ; then 

for Vaux-Hall, and not the Park; then 
for neither, but for the Play-Houſe; then 
Not 
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not for that, but for the Ta avern; yet, 
at laſt, went to none of them. My God! 


how uneaſy are theſe People to them- 


ſelves, and often to others! All proceeds, 8 


1 ſay, from not forecaſting Things be- 
. forehand, and Want of Reſolution to exe- 
= cute what they intend, In ſhort, the 
good Effects of Forecaſt are ſo vifible, 
and the bad Effects of the Want of it 

5 ſo obvious, chat 1 need not longer dwell 


u pon it. = 
| 1 | waiſt refer | the reſt to my next. 


I am, dear Nancy, 
yours, 


J. P. 


LET- 
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Oxon. Sept. 16, 1744. 
Dear Nancy, „ = 
INCE 1 wrote you laft, I have been 
much in the Country, and beſides 
there has been ſuch a Hurry i in this 
Town, with Horſe-Races, Balls, Con- 
Certs, and a World of Company, that 


1 had not Time to write as 1 dev 
bend. 


1 have three Letters of yours unan- 
 fwered, all on the ſame Subject *, and 
am very well pleaſed with them. 

r Jeraſelem delivered. 
Fs. What 
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What they call the Fortunate Wands 


is certainly fabulous, as the Gardens of 
| Alcinous, the Grotto of Circe and Calypſo, 
and the H. cſperian Gardens. Whether 
any of the Antients found the Way _ 
the Azores Iſlands, or . our Bermudas 
Hands, which, it is ſaid, bid fair to an- 
ſwer the poetical Deſcriptions, is more 
. than we know, or whether they took 
Z their Hints from ſome dark Account 
of Paradiſe. Homer wrote (his Oayſſe 2» 
near three thouſand Years ago, 7. aſſo, I 
believe, not above three Hundred. I 


cannot conceive why he differs from Ho- 


mer, in his Account of Ulyſes. Liſbon 
is reported to have been named fo by 
es; if he really did name it, he muſt 
have ſailed deut Hercules 5 Pillars, 
| which 8 
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which were at the Straits of Gibraltar, a8 


may be ſeen by the Map. 


'To-morrow, or next Day, 1 ſhall have 


more Leiſure to write, and then you may 


count to hear from me. 


here Nannette, 


is, toujours, ma c 


=y 


Je ſu 


votre Ami tres fincere, 


* 


a 
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O reſume my Diſcourſe on Time 


The laſt Rule, I think, that 1 
ſhed to be obſerved, to ſtop weart- 


1— 
ſome 


— 


1 


EC. 
* . 
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ſome Gaps in Time, was either to pre- 
pare ſomething that we know is before 
; our Hand, or reſume ſomething that we 
had not Time to finiſh, This is an ex- 8 


Method of keeping ourſelves from 1 8 
Indolence and Idleneſs, and forwarding 5 


our Buſineſs, Study, or Knowledge ; ; and 


nothing ſo much contributes to make 


this eaſy and practicable, as fore-laying 


| every. thing we have to do. When we 


look before us, we ſhall ſee what Time 
1 we are like to be diſengaged, and then 
we can provide for the e Uſe of that 

Time. ade | 


Another Point I would recommend, * 


is as follows. When we have not any 


thing to prepare beforehand, nor any 


55 wien o do that was obliged | to be left q 
undone, 
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-undone, ſuppoſe. we were to think of 
ſome By- -Study, or uſeful Matter to em- 
ploy ourſelves in, that ſhould touch us 
but « on ſuch Occaſions. 


For Ezawgle, 3 What if you, 
in ſuch a Caſe, ſhould get the Uſe of 
ſome News- Papers, particularly the Ge- 
neral or London Evening Paſt, read them 
over, and even the Advertiſements? 55 Vou 
would there find many Things, of which 
you have, as as yet, perhaps, no Idea. As. 


lll Europe is now in Motion, you would 


hereby have a Conception of what is 
doing, and what you cannot miſs to hear 
talked of; and if you would lay out a 
"Trifle on a Map of Europe in general, 
and of the particular Countries Iikewiſe, 
and conſult your Maps for every Thing 
you 
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you read about, it would be a very fine, 


and no unprofitable, Amuſement ; for by 


this Means, and, as it were, by Way 
of Diverſion, you would come to un- 
derſtand Geography, and comprehend 
what is now ſo much in the Mouths of 
all the World. This would give you 
the Pleaſure of underſtanding what you 
hear and read, of forming, with ſome 
15 Exactneſs, an Idea of the Countries and - 
Actions you read of, which none can 
do, who know not the Situations of 
Places, where the Scene of Action lies. 
Such Perſons as know not, for Exam- | 


ple, where France, Spain, Italy, Germany, 85 


Hungary, Prufſ ja, &c. are, whether they 
lie Eaſt, Weſt, North, or South, or how 

they lie in reſpect to each other, or whe- 
= ther they are near or far off, what Plea- 
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ſure can they have in Prince Charles $ 


paſſing and re-paſling the Rhine, or what 4 


| Notion can they have of his Marches, : 


and the Marches of his Enemies ? Why I 
Aly ſcarce any. 5 


1 would not, however, have you be | 


+ either a great Geographer, | or News. 
Monger; but this would not only be 
ny pleaſant Amuſement i in idle Hours, but 


would enable you to have right Notions 
and Ideas of Things that are often talked 


of. Now chis, or ſome ſuch Employ,. | 
I would have you ſet apart only for 


the Hours you find yourſelf languid i in; 
but, by no means, let it encroach on 
| the Times of Buſineſs, and when you 2 


are more Os, and more impor- 


rantly engaged. 5 
There 
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There is another T hing, in which 
Time that lies heavy on our Hands 
might be ſtill more uſefully employed, 


and that is, in doing ſome Handy-Work. 


I have many Times regretted that I ne- 
ver learned to do, or make, ſome uſeful 


= Thing or other, to fill up theſe tedious 


Intervals. 1 have known. Gentlemen 
| learn to Draw, or Play on ſome Inſtru- 
ment, or Work at ſome uſeful Art, 


eſpecially Turning, which is eafily learn- 
ed; and I have ſeen a Lady lately fit 


, five or fix Hours at making Nets, Flow- 


ering or Embroidering. | Such Employ- 


ments as theſe often turn out advantage- 


ous Concerns to thoſe who are not ca- 


 pable of high Purſuits, and are happy 


f Relaxations to thoſe who are. 
1am your s very truly 


J. P. 
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; 4 


LETTER CXLL 


Dear Nancy, 


T Wrote you three Days ago; : What 1 


have more to ſay will not take up 


much Ti ime, but 1 ſhall ſpin it out 
to two Letters, 


One Thing earneſtly to be recom- 


mended, as the Means of making either 
Study or Bufineſs uſeful and effectual, 
is to improve the Times and Circum- 
ſtances, that favour. them. There are 


certain Seaſons and Occafions, by, and 


_ 


in 
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in, „ Which we can profit more chan 


others. I do not only | mean what L 
wrote formerly- about the proper Times 
of the Day for this or that, and the 


Times' when we find ourſelves in the 


beſt Diſpoſition, or when the beſt Op- 


portunities offer, (tho? theſe are to be 
2 greatly noticed) Jer: I now / mean ſome- 5 


thing more. 


There are Accidents or Circumſtances, 


that contribute much to make deep 
Impreſſions on the Mind and Memory. 


For Example, when we hear any Thing 
that is neu to us; this excites the Cu- | 
riofity, and is a proper Time to inform 
ourſelves about it. When a Thing is 
ſtrange or ſurpriſing, or when it comes 
* in . or When we hear 

| many 


— — — 
——ä——— — — 
— 
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many People talk about a Book, or 
other Matter, or commend, or diſcom- 


mend it, or when we hear different 
Characters of ſome Circumſtance or Au- 
chor, or when People conteſt and dif. 
pute about any Thing, then the Mind 
is excited; and ſuch Opportunities of 


Improvement are never to be neglected, 


unleſs the Subject is of no Concern ; but 
even in that Caſe, People will remem- | 


ber, or be curious to know Things in 
ſuch Circumſtances, | 


Not only Things that are new, un- 


common, or extraordinary, make deep 
Impreſſions, but what we learn, hear, 


read, or do, at ſuch Times, make deep 
"_— too. There! is a certain Con- 


nection of Ideas that I cannot account 


for, 
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for, by which they are drawn along, - 


as by a Chain of different Links. You 


have heard People ſay, « J remember 
« ſuch a Circumſtance very well, be- | 


2 © cauſe ſuch a Thing happened at that 


08 Time, or 1 was in ſuch a Place.” 
1 we change our uſual Place of Reſi · 


dence, or our cuſtomary Way of Life, 


we ſhall, for ſome little While, remem- 
ber. better what happened, or what we 
read, | heard, or ſaw, in that Interval, 
than what occurs: ordinarily ; ; and I have oh 
often obferved, when I have come to 7 


a Place or Company, from which I had 
been ſome Time abſent, my former 
Thoughts have then come back into 
my Mind, tho! perhaps I had never 
once reflected on them, from che Time 
n T had 
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I bad been before i in that Place or Com- 
Pany. 


14 is for this Reaſon, that thoſe who | 


teach the Art of * Memory, lay down this 
Rule; namely, that 20 ben We have many 
Wings to remember, we ſhould join the 
: Idea of ſome very known Place, Perſon, 
or Gireumflance, 10 the Thing, wwe would 
1 remember ; and we even fee People, who 
never ſtudied Rules, very commonly uſe 
this Method. How often have we heard 


People ſay, « This, that, or the other 


4 Circumſtance, will make me remem- 


& ber ſuch a Particular, or ſuch, or ſuch 


* rammen: it to my Mind. 


I am, my Deat, 
Tours ſincerely, 
1 
9 1 ET- + 
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any Sort of Excuſe, to put it off and 
delay it, from Time to Time. I have 


| Oxon Sept. 24. 1744 | 


HE next 1 hing, 1 would tecom- 
mend, is to conquer that Indotence, — 
which ſome People are, either conftitu- 
: tionally or habitually, encumbered with. 
I know this is a very hard Leſſon, and = 
what I could never abſolutely be Mafter 
of myſelf. What is accompanied with 
Difficulties, or what is not to our Taſte, 
we bring ourſelves to do with great Re- 
sctance; and we ſatisfy ourſelyes with 
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4 GENUINE LETTERS. 
the Thing we thus fly from, is either 
neceſſary or proper, we ought, by all 

Means, to compel ourſelves to do it, 

and even offer Violence to our Tempers, 8 
to overcome this Indolence. The beſt 
Method 1 know i this, is to take the : 
fir Opportunity when we are in a pro- 


per Diſpoſition, „ and zo make 4 a Beginning, 
Thus all the Poets and Philoſophers | 


adviſe. Ovid ſays, 60 He, who has 
made 2 good Beginning, has half-ended 
his Bufineſs.”* Horace and Perſeus ſay | 
the ſame; Trcipe, that i is, Begin, i is their 
5 conſtant Rule. I will not give you the 4 
Tranſlation of a noble Paſſage from Ho- 
rate, it is fo wretchedly rendered, but 


* & Dimidium, Qui bene cæpit, habet. 5 


one 
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_ 

| Begin — 

Defer not till to-morrow to be wiſe, EY 
„Te- morrow's Sun e dhe. may n never riſk. 


* 
"ef 4 $3 * A 


There is indeed nothing like itakivg 
once a Beginning i in earneft, for, by lit- 
tle and little, we are reconciled to the 
f Subject and Taſk, Then Difficulties be- 


5 gin to vaniſh, at leaſt, they grow ſmooth- 


er and eaſier by Degrees, eſpecially if 
| we ſet our Hearts to conquer them ; and 


= ſo, what was once our Averſion, be- 5 
comes, at laſt, eaſy, and often a Plea- 


ſure to us. 


The next Point to be obſerved, is to 
conquer our Curiofity. When we find : 


Wy | 


one of our Poets fays, much to the ſame 
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our Hearts ſet upon. ſome Reading, Bu- 


_ fineſs, or Diverfion, that is improper, 


we ſhould endeavour to maſter that Paſ- 


| fion, and make it ſubmit to our Advan- 


tage; otherwiſe, every new Thing that 
ſurpriſes us, or that we are fond of, Will 


| make us break off, and turn away from 
the Purſuit of what 1 is uſeful : te us. 


But 3 in 1 Caſe, that! is, bare our 


Tndolence, Averfion, or Curioſity, is fo 


ſtrong that we cannot conquer it at once, | 


we ought. to do it by Degrees. We may 


| be. in fo unfit a Diſpoſition, that our 
Struggling can. do us no Good, at ane 


Time ; ; then, perhaps, we had better 
give Way, for that Inſtant, reſolving 
not to yield it up, but get the better by 


Degrees. 1 have been ſeized with ſuch 
A arong : 
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a ſtrong Curiofity, that if I had not in- 
dulged it for that Time, all other Appli- 
cations had been uſeleſs ; for Example, 


on Receipt of ſome extraordinary News, 


or Letters long expected, and often on 
8 Receipt of Letters from you, that, tho 
1 had compelled myſelf not to read them, = 
(which I could have done) yet I could 5 

not have done any Thing elſe to Pur- 

5 pole, "ill I had peruſed them, ſo much 


have they r ran in my Head. 


| Lam my Der, 


f Tout, 55 
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LETTER CXLUE. 


1 Oxon, Sept, 26, 1744. 
ben ir Naney, „ 5 


HE laſt Point I would recommend 
3 in Study or Buſineſs, is what we | 
call Method. The chief Rule herein , 
where the Nature of the Study requires 
it, is to pet a general Idea of our Sub- 
5 ject-Matter, in all its different Parts. 
When we have ſeen through it, we 
mould range thoſe Parts in fome Order, 
and fix them in our Mind. Thus ſeen 
through, the Aﬀair will become much 
eaſier, Were we even but learning 


fome 


GENUINE LETTERS. 475 


_ ban new Game at Cards, it may be 
8 reaſonably imagined that this Method 


will make us comprehend it much bet- 


ter, and more e eaſil Yo of 


wn: H*v 


Our next Care is to be Maſter of f the 
chief Difficulties, which will ſtill. ob- 
85 ſtruct our Knowledge, and hang A dead | 

Weight upon. us, in the Courſe ef our 

Studies, if not abſolutely maſtered... For 


Inſtance, in the French Language, thoſe 


WhO will not be at the Pains to get the 

bro Auxiliary Verbs Auoir and Etre 

perfectly at firſt, will find a heavy Clog 
lie upon chem, through the whole Study 


of that Tongue, which will coſt them, 
ten Times the Pains, that would be ne: 
nr to, learn them a perfect at firſt... 


xx, 


. 


* 


— 
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You know yourſelf that there are forns 
Rules of Practice, which make Things t 
eaſy ; 3 and without which, we may puz- \ 
zle our whole Life over, without coming 
to our Purpoſe, or, at beſt, ſpend a long 
Time, and beſtow vaſt Labour in reſol- 
ving them. By common Arithmetick 
we may blacken many Sheets of Paper, : 
and. beſtow many Hours, nay, even 
Days, to reſolve a Quveſtion, ; which by 
Decimals or Algebra may be reſolved 
ina few Minutes. But to illuſtrate this 
by an Inftance familiar to yourſelf, how 
_— Tricks at Cards have you ſhewed 
©, that 1 could never find out or ac- 
a „ unleſs you had HR out 
rhe Hethod ? 


I hal 
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I wall take Occaſion ſoon to tranſeribe 
: the four famous Rules of Der Cartes and 
with them ſhall finiſh this SubjeRt, 


I am, 
* derrſt & Nancy, 


yours, {Te ik 
BO "SIM 
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Oran, 08. 2 3744 
ty dear ; Nancy, 


'OU fay there is Part of : a 8 
* Letter, which you do not clearly 
comprehend ; and 1 can perceive that 


you. think I have given contradictory 
T 6 Fo Rules, 
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Rules, though you: do-not ſo expreſs yaur- 
ſelf. 1 * to ee * 


There i D vat Mii between 
conquering or ſubduing,our Paſſions, and 
extinguiſhing them. It is. certainly our IJ 
| Duty to. be Maſters. of our Paſſions and 
Appetites, but not. to extinguiſh them, for 
they were given us by the wiſe Author | 
of our Nature for excellent Purpoſes.. 
Without them, we ſhould. never be | at 
Pains to do any good or great Action; 
and therefore, when. they are ſubſervient 
to our Reaſon, they bear the Mind up 
againſt Fatigue, Indolence, and In- mop 
cation; 0 but they make ſad Work, when 
they reign and tyrannize over us. What 
Horace has ſaid” of Anger, may be faid 
of wy Paſfion- and FE F muſt 
* . give 
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give it you in the N | 
| ation of Creech. | ** 


ws is 4 fort Frenzy; 3 curb 10 Soul; 8 

And check thy Rages which ma be nd, or 
5 rule; | N 
Uſe all thy Art, with all thy Fires Pr SER] | | 
Aud tele the frongeft Bit, and 2 Rein. „ j 
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| 11 i 18 certain, that if we do not "oe the 
Maſtery of aur Paſſions, they will be 
: our Mafters—They muſt be ruled, or rules. 


Now to apply this to. the Difficulty =” 
= propoſe. 


| It is wh certainly a proper Oppor- 
unity to, learn a Thing, when our Cu- 

riofity i is excited by ſome Accident. Then. 

the: Application will be vigorous, the 
DD. "_ = 
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Impreffions deep, and will continue long. 


Yet, notwithſtanding this, Reaſon, which 


4 is the Inage of God in our Min as, "*L 


which diſtinguiſhes us from all the lower 


Creation, Reaſon, I ſay, ſhould * 
and controul. 


— 


if the Thing our Curioſity is employed 


about, is worth our While, we may 
then give the Reins to our Curiofity ; ; 


otherwiſe, let us call in Reaſon to our 
Aid; let her keep her Seat, and do her 


Office, We muſt then take our flronget f 


Bit, and firmeſt Rein. This is A Meta- 
phor, you ſee, taken from riding. The 
| Rider is our Reaſon, the Horſe, the 
Paſfions ; - which we muſt ſometimes give 
: the Reins to, ſometimes check, ſome- = 


times ſpur and ſwitch, bur, at all Times, 
direct 
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direct and manage. You perceive all 
this agrees with what Was firſt faid, ; 


namely, that the Paſſions are to be go- 


verned, moderated, and ſubdued, but 
not extinguiſhed, any more than a Horſe, 
| inſtead of being broke and trained, ought | 
to be knocked on the Head, or all the 
f Blood in the Body let out to cure "y 
| Fever, or the Head to be cut off, to 


eure a Vertigo. 


Again, there is a great Difference be- 
| tween ſome ſtrong and fudden Guſts and "Bo 


Fits of Paſſion, Curioſity, for Inſtance, 
and an habitual Dominion of the Paſ- 


fions over us. The beft and wiſeſt of | 
Men may be now and then furprized, 


as the beſt Rider may be thrown, when 


he 
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he 1s not on | his Guard, eſpecially; 


now I ſay, i in ſuch a Caſe, for Example, 


if a ſtrong Fit of Curioſity poſſeſſes us, 
which we cannot conquer, as. in the 


Particulars 1 mentioned to you, it is bet- 


ter to yield a little for che Time, than 
to ſtruggle in vain; yet, by no Means, 
to let it run into a Habit, but reſume 


the Reins, as ſoon as poſſible. Juſt ſo, 


there are ſometimes Fits of Indolenee, 


Indiſpoſition „ Wearineſs, and Liſtleſſneſs, 


if I may call. it ſo, which ſeize us, and 
muſt be yielded Way | to, for a ſhort 
| Time; but, if encouraged, are eonfidera- 


bly more dangerous than the other ; and 


for this good Reaſon,. that all active Paſ- 
fions, ſuch as Curioſity, decreaſe in Time, 


and wear out, or grow weaker by thein 


A.” 


on 


* 
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own Activity, as Things in Motion tend 
to Reſt, at laſt ; but Indolence, the more : 


it is humoured, the more it grows, as 
Things at Reſt never tend to Motion 
E again of themſelves, but muſt be put 
into Motion by a new Force; and if 
they are heavy Bodies, the longer they 
ie on the Earth, the deeper they fink 
into it. This common and e 1 
| rience deus us. 


Iam, 5 
my dear Nancy, | 


. < ] . p 
b & S 
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Oxon. Of. 11, 1744. 
Dear Nancy, . 


I, Shall now give you the famous 
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Rule I. © To admit nothing for Truth, 
„ but what you have fully examined, 
4 and found to be ſo true, as that you 
0 have no Reaſon to doubt it; and to 
c conclude nothing abſolutely, but what 


(e you ſee clearly to follow from what 
4. you have ſo conſidered. ” 
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This Rule is of excellent Uſe, to find 


out the Truth in Things of Difficulty, 


or to attain to the Knowledge of what 


requires Application. But 1 muſt warn 


you, that there are many Things, where N 
this is not neceſſary, as in Things ga# 
fautent aur Teur, as the French ſay, 
| Things clear and obvious i in themſelves, 


or Things that commonly occur in Life, 
or are generally known and pratiſed ; | 
5 and in. Things thar do not concern you 
whether they be true or falſe, and in 
many trifling Matters. For Want of 
this Precaution, I have bal of ſome Ad. 


. mirers of Des- Cartes, who have run into 
unaccountable Follies, and have given 


themſelves great Diſquiet, in applying 


his Rules on every Occaſion, and have 


| there. 


* 
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thereby made their Lives a | Burthen to 
ſelves. 


| Rule II. ee That all the Difficulties you 
& are to examine, be divided into ſuch 
« and ſo many Parts, as are neceſſary, in 
40 order to attain che * of. what | 


* 77 purſue,” 


I ſhall ſay nothing on this Rule; 1 


* the ane of A is I kin. : 


Rule III. « To aiſpoſe all the Parti- 


ec culars you are to conſider, i in the moſt | 


: « natural Order.” . 


That is, you are to conſider the more 
fimple and plain Fhings, before the 
more compounded and perplexed; thoſe 
e os 


= & g. 


GENUINE LETTERS. 429 


that are neceſſary to be firſt underſtood, 
before thoſe that ariſe out-of them. For 


Example, in Arithmetic, which you un- 
derſtand A little, 


A Numeration-Table ſands | ; firſt; 


then we learn to add N umbers to Num- : 


bers ; ; the next Thing that naturally fol- 


| lows, is to take Numbers from Num- | 
bers, which is moſt eafily learned, after 8 
we have learned to add N umbers. This ä 


is called Subſtraction. After this, Mul- 


tiplication becomes. familiar and eaſy; 


then follows Diviſion, which requires T 


both Addition, Subtraction, and Multi- 
Plication 1 in the Operation. IE 


In Euclics famous principles of the 


Mathematics called his Elements, he pro- 


ceeds 
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ceeds in this admirable Method. Fi 
firſt Propoſition is neceſſary to the un 
derſtanding the ſecond, ehe ſecond to che 
third, the third to the fourth, and ſo on. 
This I think ſufficient to > explain wm I 


a mean. 


= 
SY — —— — * 
mo r — 7 — — - 


This Rule, how ever, 4 holds wa 
in Things that have a Relation or Con- 
nection, and Dependence on one ano- 
ther. As for Example, in learning French, 
as I ſaid before, we ſhall be continually 
at à Loſs, if we do not make ourſelves 
Maſters of the auxiliary Verbs, avoir 
and are, | becauſe they run into every 
Verb. Yet 1. think the ſureſt Way to 
get the French is to begin, after theſe 


two Verbs, with the other Verbs regular 


and * * they are much 
pe =) 5 | harder 
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lurder chan Nouns, Pronouns, Sc. The 
Reaſon is, there is no ſuch neceſſary 


Connection between theſe and Verbs, 


that they muſt be learned firſt, in order 
to gain the other ; ; and as we remember 
beſt what we learn firſt in the study 8 


of Languages, * am firmly of Opi- | 
nion , that Verbs ought to be firſt at- 


tained, 


5 Rule IV. “ To be ſure to omit no- 
© thing neceſſary to be taken into the 


" Conſideration of the Queſtion you are 


« In Search of, or the Attainment of x 


« what you want to know.“ 


How many People have . vain 
t come to the Ground.of a Difficulty, 
or even attain * Linderfanding of an 
a Art 
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Art or Trade perfectly, by not obſerving | 


5. this Rule ; and perhaps omitting one ne- 


ceſſary Thing, which made all the reſt 
defective 


— 


Some People have thought a fifth 


Rule neceflary, and indeed Iam one of 


: chem. 


ed. To ſeparate every thing 


9 « from the Queſtion, that is not "= 
c tinent to the Reſolution of the Dif- 
44 ficulty.” 


x 


I have often thought this Rule as ne- 


ceſſary as any of the others. When we 


take any foreign Matter into the State 
of a Queſtion, or Study of a Point, it 


embarraſſes and perplexes us, and. carries 


us 


— 
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us away on a wrong Scent. You cannot 
fail to have obſerved this in People, whoſe 
Paſtions, Prejudices, Inattention, Igno- 


rance, or Miſtakes, lead them away 


| from the Point in Queſtion, and make 


of i it. 


The learned have ſtated two Kinds of 
Reaſoning i in the Mind, Diſcourſe, or 
Method, as they call it. My next ſhall 


be on that Subject, but I wall be very 
Z ſhort, and then 1 have done. 


J. P. 


them wander quite from the true State | 
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LETTER an. 


Oxon, 0a. 14, 1744. 


Tir two Methods 1 mentioned, my 


dear Nancy, are termed by the 


Learned, the Analytic Method, and the 
: Synthetic Method. Theſe are two Greek 
Words. The firſt fignifies no more, in 
plain Engliſh, than to reſolve, or ſepa- 
rate, and take into Pieces; the latter, to 
compound or lay together; and in all 3 
Things that we would learn or know, 


one or other of theſe muſt be followed ; 


for we muſt either ſeparate the Subject 


into different Parts, and conſider thoſe 


diſtinctly, or we muſt put them toge- 


ther 
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ther, and conſider them jointly, and ſee 
what will be the Reſult. 


is theſe two Methods are not indif- | 
ferent to every Sort of Subject. The 
N ature of ſome requires to be confidered. : 
| analytically, others ſynthetically, and to 
come at the ee of ſome Tip: : 


8 both muſt be uſed, 


5 PH Grammar, that is, the learning of 
a Language, the analytical Method is 
uſed to underſtand to read, write, or 


1 85 ſpeak a Language ; ; we conſider the dif- 


ferent Parts of Speech, as Nouns, Pro- 


5 nouns, Verbs, Sc. 5 In Nouns we con- 
 fider the Subſtantives and Adjectives; we 
divide them into declinable and indecli- 


| nable; 3 we divide the Declenſions, con- 


U 2  fider 
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ider the different Caſes, Numbers, Gen- 


| ders, and ſo forth. In Pronouns we 
conſider the firſt, ſecond, and third Per- 


ſon . the demonſtrative, relative, and poſ- 


ſeſſive. Verbs we divide i into regular and 


irregular; ; then into active, paſlive, neu- 


5 ter, and reciprocal; then we conſider 
: them in their different Moods, Tenſes, 
_ Perſons, and N umbers. This is ſuffi- 
cient to make you apprehend the Uſe- 
fulneſs of this Method, called analytical. 


In Logic, that is, the Art of Reaſon- 
ing, we proceed in another Manner. 


Here we begin with ſimple Perception, 


we proceed to Judgment, that is, con- 
ſidering two Ideas together, and com- 
paring them and n. che Relation or 


Want 
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Want of Relation between them. For 
Example, when we conſider the Ideas 
of Fire and Heat together, we pronounce : : 
E that Fire is hot.“ When we conſider . 
- and compare the Ideas we have of God 
and Death, or Sin, we find a Want of ; 

; Relation, or an Incompatibility between 


them ; hence we pronounce, cc God is 


& not ſubjeR to Death, or to Sin.“ 


When we have thus formed a Judg- | 


ment, we can 20 further, and carry on 


our Reaſoning in a Chain; 6 as thus 


If God cannot ſin, he muſt neceſſa- 


4. rily be good ; if he cannot die, he 
Kees muſt be eternal.” This is called Diſ- 


courſe ; which Word does not properly 


ſignify talking as we uſe it, but reaſon» 
ing, and laying * _ or 
| | * 3 "_ 


— — — _ - F — — 
— — — heyy woo — Or > — — — 
S — — — . — ——— — . ——— 
—:. —— — — WE un In en nin - 
rr — 


- bn 
— — — 
— —— 
— — Ty 4 
—__—_—__—_—— DR wo wo ERP _ — — 


4338 GENUINE LETTERS. 
ſeparating them, and fo finding out In- 
ferences, 


we then proceed to Method ; Alen bh 
is, ordering and diſpofing our Thoughts, ' 
ſo as beſt to attain the Knowledge of 
what we want to find out, by either or 


- 
_- * r — * ** * * - — Ine ed 
— . . . — —_— — —— = _— om re an 7 
* _ <tr © pas . — _ — X —__ mu WE tl, — wy * 


both of the afore· mentioned Ways ; and 
all che Art of Logic depends on theſe, 


: four Operations on the Mind, to wit, 
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Thus i in Geometry, * Aa Point is firſt 
conſidered; next to that a Line, which 
is 2 Continuation of Points; this gives 
us the Idea of Length; the next is the 
Idea of Breadth; from theſe two we 


have the Idea of Surface 3 ; and when to 
Length 
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Length and Breadth we take in Depth, | 
we get the Idea of a Solid. From theſe 


Ideas ariſe all our Notions of Squares, 


Curves, Triangles, Cubes, Sc. with all 


their Proportions and Relations. 


Tou hive now, I doubt not, a juſt 
, Notion of what i is called analytical, what 
. ſynthetical, and of the ann of their 


: different O perations. 


1 faid that in Gs Studies both Me- 


thods may be neceſſary ; ; and they may 8 


be ſo, either in ſome different Parts of 


a long or intricate Queſtion, or even 


ſometimes to the right underſtanding of 


the whole. | 
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"To give the beft Idea hereof that 1 
can, take this familiar Illuſtration. 


Suppoſe you wanted to know the Ma- 
chinery and Movements of a Watch, it 
would be neceſſary to take the whole 
Movement in Pieces before you, to ex- : 
. plain the Uſe of every Part, to make y you 0 
obſerve che Shape, Form, and Figure 
of each, to ſhew you how it is fitted for 
ſuch or ſuch an Uſe, or Purpoſe, and 
ho its Structure contributes to this Uſe. 
This is the Auahtica! Method. But to 
make you underſtand it perfecthy, would 
it- not, think you, be proper to put it 


together again before you, and to ſhew you 


thereby how each Part correſ ponded with 
and related to another, and bow, from 


that Conſtruction and Compoſition, the 
Motions : 


GENUIN E LETTERS, 44r 


Motions ariſe, and were continued, and 
conducted to the End, for which a 
Watch Was. _ ? This 18 the On- 

= thelica Method. 


In ſuch an Operation as this, we 


have Occafion to conſider every thing 


duly, and fo to admit nothing to be 


| true, that is to fay, fit for the Pur- 


poſe it is faid to be defi igned for, un- 


8 leſs it evidently appears ſo. Here chen 
is a Diſtribution of the Subject into 


23 many Parts as are neceſſary; the 
ſimple Parts are firſt conſidered, then 


the Connection with others, then thefe | 
Parts as compounded, and laſtly the 
whole Frame, Compoſition, or Syſtem 


Now if all theſe. are duly. conſidered, 


A nice Diſcerner will find. out what is. 
„„ Us Want 
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wanting, and, by that Means, will omit | 


nothing that is neceſſary to the Perfec- 

tion of the Machine; and if there is any 
© thing amiſs, or ſuperfluous, he will be 
ſenſible, that it is to be altered, or re- 


moved. Herein then are the whole five 


Rules of Method, mentioned i in my os 155 
mer Letter, comprized. 


I Mr. Creme (the beſt Watch-Maker, 
perhaps, that ever Was in the World): 


| had not ſeen many Watches both taken 


aſunder and put together, and had not 
confidered every Part nicely by itſelf, = 


and the whole when united, he would 


| never have been | able to rem ove. ſnd: 5 


Things, and to add or alter others, as he 
has often done, to — ae, 5 


TY 
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-2 ſhall add no more on this Sub- 


* je&, only recommend a Treatiſe of Mr. 
Locle 95 called The ConduZt if the Un- | 


claudi · 


Adieu "Pp 


* dear ver 


JP: 


LETTER cxlvn. 


| Oxon, 08. 30, 1 744. 


My dear Nancy, 


AM very well pleaſed with your Ob- 


ſervations on Tafſd ; they are both in- 


genious and juſt, and no Critic needs be 


aſhamed of them. 
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Since I wrote you laſt, our Profeſſor 
of Poetry had a public Speech. It was 
on the Figure Proſopea. This, is, in 

plain Engliſh, imagining. 2 Perſon, and 
directing our Diſcourſe ta him. He 
; divided it into two Kinds, either ap- 
plyivg to a Perſon abſent, or to an ina- 
nimate Thing, as if it were a living 
Ferſon. g 5 11 


This Divifon is well bertel and 
very common. Thouſands. of Inſtances, 
of both Kiads, are to be found in Ho- 
mer, Vir gil, Ovid, | Milton, &c.. Of the 
firſt Sort there is an Inſtance near the. 
Beginning of the firſt Book of the 
Aueid, where Aueds invokes. Badides, 
as if he were preſent; but it is much 
ſtronger expreſſed. in the Original, than 


1 „ 
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in che Tranſlation. A noble Inſtance of 


the ſecond Sort is in the fourth Book 


of Paradiſe Loft, where Satan addreſſes 
E | himſelf to the Sun; and in another Place, 


where Eve talks to the Flowers, Trees, 5 


and Brooks, from. which the i is about to - 


= be baniſhed, 


But our profeſſor- I chief Defi ign was 9 
to ſhew that there were more ftrong, 
more grand, and more emphatical Fi- 
gures, of this Kind, in the Holy Scrip= 
tures, than in all the Poets put toge- 
ther. For Inftance, * Hear, O Heaven, 
and give Ear, O Earth.” Feremiah 
addreſſes himſelf to the Sword of the 


Lord, which,” he fays, © thirſteth for 
&« Blood 3” and to his Arrows, which he 


| calls oy the Children of his Quiver.” He 
. „ quoted 


%. 
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quoted many more, all very firong and 
emphatical, and ſhewed us ſome of the 


and moſt expreſſive Metaphors, and other 


»The Mother of Sifra looked out at a Window, 


4 riot ſo long in coming ? Why gd the Wheels 
_ 4 of his Chariot? | 


« Siſzra a Prey of divers Colours, a Prey of divers. 


Ver- 28, 8 30. 
obſerved 


fineſt Proſopopea's mixed with the ſtrongeſſ 


Figures. Bot he infited chiefly on a 
Paſſage in the Song of Deborah and S- 
rak, where they do not make a Proſopo- 
pea to the Mother of Sifera, but imagine 
hy her talking to her Ladies, and t thence ſo — 
impatient. ; as to anſwer herſelf *, ” He 5 


and cried through the Lattice, « Why is his Cha- 


Her wiſe Ladies anſwered her—Yea, the returned 
Anfwer to herfel, © 5 
Have they not ſped ? Have they not divided 

« the Prey, to every Man a Damſel or two? To 


Colours of Needle- Work, of divers Colours 
4 of Needle-Work on both Sides, meet for the 
* Necks of them that take the Spoil ??? Chap. v. 


as 
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8 obſerved the Im patience of a Mother for 


the Return of her Son, her looking out 
at the Lattice, her aſking her Ladies, her 


: returning Anſwer to herſelf, and then 


5 the particulars that ran moſt in ber Head, Mo 
not Conqueſt nor Glory, but captive i 
Damſels, and fine gorgeous Raiment; 3 
with an Imagination ſo warm and full, | 


: that ſhe deſcribes them as minutely as if f 


ſhe had ſeen them. This, he ſaid, was na- 


tural to the Sex, quoted a ſimilar Paſ- 
ſage in Vi rgil, where Camilla is ſo blinded 
with the Armour of Arunces, that it oo- 


caſions her to loſe her Life. He then 
made an unfavourable Reflection, : name- 


. ly, how much the female Sex is taken T 
up with Toys, and gaudy Trifles; a 
OO which, I flatter myſelf, will 
never 
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never, with any Juſtice, be applied to 


Tl 


you, 
Aden . 


my deareſt, 1 5 of 


* Soon after the Date of this Letter, the Lady 
had the Affliction to loſe her valuable, revered, 
and much- lamented Tutor, 9 F and ti 
Parent. PEE rs | Fe 
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the New Room of the Society of Artiſts near Exeter- 
Change, intended as a Vade Mecum to that Exhi- 
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' BOOKS pul by JOHN BELL. 


Price 25. 6d. Bound. 
A 
N E W SYSTEM 


O F 


EN 16L18H RHETORICK, 


Or, Conſtruction of PROSE and , 
in TREORVY and PRAcrick. 
By JONATHAN BELL, 
Late Teacher of Grammar and the Mathematics. 


I. Tae, divided into, 1. Sedate Thoughts and 
Pathetic Sentiments, their Beauty, &c. 2. Words, 


their Beauty, natural and tranſpoſed Order, dc 


3. Pointing. 4. Accent, &c. of Words. 
II. PxAcrick, divided into, 1. Invention. 2. 


Elocution. 3. Diſpoſition. 4. Pronunciation. Elu- 
cidated by Rules and Obſervations, exempliſied from 


Scripture and the Claſſics; by which young Students 
may be enabled to criticiſe and write their own Tan- 


| guage 4 0 and . 
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By the ſame Author | 
Price 28. Bound, 


A New Methodical EncLin GRAMMAR, 
5 In FOUR PARTS, viz. 
25 Orthography, Proſody, Etymology, and Syntax. 


Flucidated by general and ſpecial Rules or Me- 
thods, deduced from the preſent State and Nature o 
the Language; by which Metho's young Students 
may chearfully enter into, and readily attain, the 
noble Science of graceful and e ocots, . 
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oö ubliiel by 50 nN BELL, 


"os 18. 
THE e 
FARMER: NEW GUIDE. 


For raiſing excellent Crops of 


'PEASE, BEANS, TURNEES, or RAPE, © 


(Sown in narrow or wide Rows, with a SexD- 


 PLovGn, in the Power of every Wright to make at 


an eaſy Expence) and cleaning the Ground, while 


they are growing, to prepare it for raiſing good 
Crops of Wheat, BAR LET, or Oars, in the com- 


mon Way of ſowing the Seeds, clear of thoſe Weeds 


which ſo often ruin the Farmer, or keep him poor. 


Being Experiments made on the various Soils of (tiff : 
and light, hs 
eB Mr. I A DN A R, (7: 


A few Years fince a very conſiderable Farmer, but 
now of . in Vorkſhire. 


ON — — 


A TOUR N the while ISLAND of 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


Divided into CixcviTs or JouxNIES. Containing ; 


T. A Deſcription of the Principal Cities and 
Towns. their Gn, Government, and * 1 
merce. 


II. The Cuſtoms, 133 Exerciſes, bi 
and Employments of the People. 


III. The Nature and Virtue of the many Medici- 
nal Springs with which both Parts of the united 


Kingdom abound ; particularly thoſe of Bath, Tun- 


ern . Cheltenham, Buxton, & oc. | 
IV. 40 
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BOOKS publiſhed by Joun: BELL, 2 


IV. An ample Deſcription of London, including. 


| Weſtminſter and Southwark, their Bridges, Squares, 
_ Hoſpitals, Churches, Palaces, Markefs, Schools, Li- 


braries, Shipping in the Thames, and T de by 
means of that noble River, &c, | 


V. The Produce and Improvement of the Lands 
the Trade and ManufaQtures, 


VI. The Sea Ports and F ortifications, the Courſe 


of Rivers, and the Inland Navigation. : 


VII. The Publick Edifices, na and Palaces, of 


29 the Nobility and Gentry. 


VIII. The Illes of Wight, Scilly, Portland, 


Jerſey, Guernſey, and the n Evgliſh ans Scottiſh 
7 Iſles of moſt Now. 


Interſperſed with uſeful Obſervations... Particu- : 
larly fitted for the Peruſal of ſuch as 5 deſire to Travel | 


over the ISLAND, 


Originally begun by the celebrated DaxIEL Ds 


Fox, continued by the late Mr. Rien AkDsox, Au- 
thor of Clariſſa, and brought down to the preſent 


Time by a Gentleman of Eminence | in the * 


: Land 


